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(The Key in the Pocket 


INISTERS, laymen, yea, and 
women, too, often cry aloud 
fe God to open the windows of 
heaven and pour out his promised 
blessing, until there shall not be room 
enough to receive it. And yet all the 
while they have in their pockets the 
only key that can open the windows 
—the tithe of their incomes—and 
they refuse to use it. 


MARY CLOKEY PORTER 


Malachi 3: 10 
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REV. J. F. RUSSELL, WIFE AND BABY, SHOWING HOW THEY TRAVEL IN THEIR PART OF 
THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS 
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AND THIS SHOWS DIFFERENT METHODS OF GETTING ABOUT IN INDIA. THE MEN RUN ALONG 
VERY FLEETLY WITH THE LIGHT CARRIAGE 
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By Way of Introduction 


CHAT with a Missionary puts a conference report in a 
form somewhat out of the usual, and therefore likely 
to attract more attention. That is the intention. Such 
a form is readily adaptable to use in a meeting as a 
dialog or telephonic monolog. (You note we are drop- 
ping off those unnecessary ‘‘ue” terminals. No one 
has criticised our new use of ‘‘thru,’” ‘‘tho” and a 
few other words, so it seems to be a satisfactory sav- 
ing of time.) The Editor continues on his Southern School Trip, appar- 
ently desiring to remain as long as possible in the warmer climate. The 
subject, however, is one that will bear a series of travel sketches; one 
indeed of special importance since we have come into conditions that will 
test the manhood of the nation, regardless of race or place of birthh We 
believe that the spirit of patriotism will glow quite as ardently in our 
Negro Home Mission Schools as in any of the educational institutions 
of the land. If they are called for, it will not take conscription to bring 
the colored boys to the ranks. 

Goodly amount of space is given in this issue to gleaning from the 
Annual Reports of our Societies the facts concerning the year past which 
every Baptist ought to know. The purpose is merely to whet the appetite 
for the full reports, which should have a wide reading, and would have if 
the members of our churches knew how much of vital human interest 
these reports contain. We have told you what is in them, and empha- 
sized some of the outstanding features. For the financial outcome, see 
the statements for the twelve months on page 507. It was a good one 
all around, whereat we greatly rejoice. 

Because the new plan of United Apportionment is set in small type, 
do not get the idea that it is of relatively less importance than the other 
matter. In fact, it is the most significant article in the number, recording 
a remarkable step in denominational progress. Read it, read what is 
said about it, and realize something of the meaning of such union in 
missionary effort. 

The departments are full of good things, as usual. The Juniors 
are going to get their fair share of attention, and if not always labeled, 
we are confident they can tell what is intended specially for their pleasure 
and interest. We have some good picture stories coming; and the Puz- 
zles ought to have more boys and girls among the competitors. The number 
is growing all the time. 

July will be the Northern Baptist Convention Report Number. 
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A Chat with President Joseph Taylor of West China University 


By Long-Distance Telephone between Chengtu, West China, and the 
Sanctum of Missions 


Interviewer. Hello, Mr. 
President. Anything new in 
West China? 

Interviewed. I should say 
so. Our Baptist Conference 
at Suifu was a wonder. 

Interviewer. Where’s Suifu? 

Interviewed. Get your map; third larg- 
est city in the Szchuan Province; at head- 
waters of navigation for Yangtze steamers; 
ships over a million hides a year and bound 
to be a great city. 

Interviewer. What have the Baptists 
there? 

Interviewed. A new church building, a 
great credit to us, that has made the city 
take notice. Some of the missionaries had 
to dig deep into their pockets to get it. 
Then our girls’ school has a fine reputa- 
tion, and Miss Page is doing a fine work for 
the whole district. Why, the city fathers 
of one of the district cities asked her to 
send teachers to their city to instruct their 
girls. This is a new day for woman’s work 
in. West China, and the Woman’s Foreign 
Society has its eyes open to the field, I 
am sure. 

Interviewer. How about the Conference? 

Interviewed. Only one of its kind. Rob- 
bers kept many Chinese delegates away; 
death took suddenly Liu Whan Ting, our 
most promising worker in Yachow; but 
there were ‘many students and young 
people, and you should have seen them go 
ahead, elect one of our college students 
chairman, a normal student secretary, and 
carry on the program with refreshing 
independence and very little plowing of 
the sand. Then, one remarkable thing 
happened. 
‘Interviewer. 








What was that? 


Interviewed. Why, the way the women 
came in. Reports from the schools were 
discussed, and when the girls’ schools’ 
turn came the conference asked the Suifu 
Church to elect some women delegates 
then and there, and in an hour we were 
listening to women giving reports and dis- 
cussing methods. The whole thing came 
so naturally and fitted in so beautifully 
that we wondered why we had never had 
women delegates before, and appointed a 
committee to revise the constitution so 
that in future we shall have women dele- 
gates in the Szchuan Baptist Conference. © 
The world do move, even in West China. 

Interviewer. Any further progress? 

Interviewed. Reports from the churches 
showed that students from all our boarding- 
schools had been baptized into the churches, 
proving that evangelism and education go 
hand in hand, with one aim and result. 
In fact, so far as China is concerned, the 
church that is not educational 1n its method 
and the school that 1s not evangelistic in its 
ideal will fail. 

Interviewer. Right you are; there must 
be no false line drawn between the two. 
Any practical measure advocated? 

Interviewed. Yes, there was a live dis- 
cussion of the attempt to make Confucian- 
ism the state religion, and a letter of protest 
was decided upon to be sent to Peking. 
It seemed as if that handful of young 
Christians in that far western city were 
beating against a stone wall, but who can 
tell of the influence of that meeting and 
protest? It led those students out intoa 
larger world, for one thing, and linked 
them with those who in other lands have 
fought and died for religious liberty. 

Interviewer. Hurrah for your students! 
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In behalf of American Christians, Missions 
hails them as fellow spirits and workers. 
Tell them so. 

Interviewed. All right, and they will 
appreciate it. By the way, the Suifu 
chamber of commerce gave the church a 
pair of scrolls, which hang near the pulpit, 
in gratitude for the noble work done by our 
mission workers during the fighting last 
year; and also gave money enough to buy 
a good clock for the church. 

Interviewer. How about the Missions? 

Interviewed. Reports good on the whole; 
we're going to have a_province-wide 
evangelistic campaign this year; the work 
at Kiating will continue; Ningyuan will 
be without a missionary, as both Dr. 
Humphreys and Mr. Wellwood leave for 
furlough. Put this up as a challenge to 
our churches at home. Unless they 
mobilize their forces and send recruits we 
shall be obliged to neglect some of our 
cities and districts. 
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Interviewer. What do you suggest? 

Interviewed. That our people at home 
ask whether it is wise to overcrowd towns 
and villages in America with preachers and 
churches when a whole district like Ning- 
yuan is left for two years without a single 
Christian missionary in charge? Can we 
pray with any assurance for the coming of 
the kingdom of God while we are keeping 
so many of our forces in the barracks when 
they are so sorely needed in the trenches? 
To some of us out here it seems as if these 
questions might well come up in the 
Northern Baptist Convention and be laid 
before all our churches. May God give us 
all vision and wisdom and grace. Good- 
bye. 


(While the letter from Dr. Taylor has been 
translated into this telephonic form, the 
facts are accurately reported, and the words 
put into his mouth are his own with slight 
exceptions. — Ed.) 





THESE ARE STUDENTS OF WEST UNION UNIVERSITY AT CHENGTU, KNOWN AS 
“THE SCHOOL OF BRILLIANT VIRTUE” 


. Our Dr. Joseph Taylor, one of the ablest missionaries in China, is at the head of this 


growing institution. 


Note the fine quality of the young men. 
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GIRLS OF BOARDING DEPARTMENT, ARKANSAS BAPTIST COLLEGE 


A School Visitation in the Southland 


BY HOWARD B. GROSE 
INSPECTION OF HOME MISSION SCHOOLS: A STUDY OF CONDITIONS: 


ARKANSAS BAPTIST COLLEGE: 
III 


S we rode across the 
lowlands and 
marshes of eastern 
Arkansas, where the 
dykes keep back the 
waters of the river 
as in Holland they 

the sea, Dr. 

regaled us 


we 

Nag) _ do 

Powell 

with stories of his early days, spent in this 
very section, where he created for himself 
a parish and church, and more than once 
came near to ending his career ingloriously 


in the quicksands. His experiences in 
Mississippi and Arkansas were so varied 
and numerous that before the trip was over 
Mr. Hale, who assumed a kind of fatherly 
protectorate over him, charged him with 
being born in as many places as Homer or 
Columbus, or “ about six miles over the 
hills there” from every point at which he 
made a speech; or if not born there, then 
having had a church. The stories, how- 
ever, made the time of travel pass un- 
heeded, and to all charges the narrator 
simply held up his hands and said, ‘‘ Meek 
as Moses,” which finally reduced itself to 
““M. as M.” 


FAIR TREATMENT OR MIGRATION 


Incidentally, we picked up information 
from intelligent fellow travelers, some who 
were of the South giving us their views of 
general conditions and of the race situation, 
the Negro exodus being a matter of com- 
mon concern and interest. One of the 
best pictures I have had of the colored 
men as employees and of the relations 
between employer and employee was given 
me by a banker and farmer, who had 
more than a thousand Negroes at work for 
him on his alfalfa plantation — alfalfa 
having taken the place of cotton with him 
since the boll weevil had ruined the cotton 
crop. He was frank and evidently fair, 
giving the Negroes full credit for their good 
qualities and criticising them for others. 
I wish I had space to tell of his confidence 
in their loyalty in guarding his home, where 
his family was alone some miles from town. 
He had no question that it would be a 
calamity to the South and to the country 
to have Negro labor replaced by immi- 
grant labor such as had swept over the 
North. As to that I quite agree with 
him; but it is plain that if the white people 
of the South wish the Negroes to stay there 
contentedly and peacefully, there must be 
some marked changes. Present conditions 
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cannot continue indefinitely. The progress 
and prosperity of the better class of Ne- 
groes awaken envy and hostility on the 
part of the shiftless class of white people. 
And it is certain that no race in free 
America will perpetually endure depriva- 
tion of constitutional rights, insecurity of 
life, and treatment that implies and em- 
phasizes inferiority. The sooner the facts 
are frankly faced the better. Nor is this 


superfluous advice from an outsider. It . 


is a suggestion from one who is interested 
in the whole of our country and believes 
that we are all bound up together, and 
involved unitedly in the right and Chris- 
tian solution of one of the most serious 
race problems with which any nation has 
had to deal. No one can travel through 
the South and talk with all classes of 
people, white and black, without realizing 
that it behooves the wisest and best of 
both races to work for a better day, a 
better understanding, a mutual program 
that shall permit the colored people to 
make their own life unhindered and indeed 
helped by the white people, with whom it is 
possible for them to live on terms of friendli- 
ness and .kindliness without raising any 


false issue, provided there is a thorough 
understanding and fair dealing all around. 
To such an interest in this problem I be- 
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lieve every American has a right, regardless 
of locality. All of the true-hearted and 
right-minded must join hands in this great 
work of educating and uplifting the eleven 
millions of people who form one of the 
loyal and dependable elements in our huge 
melting-pot, provided our principles of 
justice and right are applied to them as to 
others. In this process of adjustment, 
full of admitted difficulties, our home mis- 
sion schools are one of the chief conserva- 
tive and preservative factors. As a 
president of one of them said, “‘ The edu- 
cated Negroes must furnish the patience 
and forbearance and Christian character 
that will hold in check the dangerous ele- 
ments and the demagogic leaders who find 
easy marks in the ignorant and fearful.” 
During this digression we have been 
traveling across a rolling country with 
something like real hills on the horizon. 
This is the prosperous agricultural section 
of Arkansas. The cabin settlements along 
the way tell of the extremely simple life, 
and scarcely prepare you for Little Rock, 
which has a new capitol of admirable 
architecture, reminding one of the Rhode 
Island capitol, or of Minnesota’s. The 
Governor’s mansion is a fine type of 
the southern colonial, and fronts a square 
that has library and churches and other 








MAIN BUILDING AND GIRLS’ DORMITORY, ARKANSAS BAPTIST COLLEGE 
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public buildings. Littlke Rock has a 
character of its own and many homes that 
look most inviting. 

Here we had a stay from 1.30 to 9 p.m. 
After a hurried lunch the first thing on the 
program was a drive out to the farm which 
belongs to Arkansas Baptist College. 
President Joseph A. Booker, once called 
by Dr. Morehouse a Negro Yankee be- 
cause of his fertility of resource, was on 











PRESIDENT BOOKER (right) AND A CLASSMATE 


hand with a couple of cars, and we were 
bowled at rapid rate over the five miles 
between city and school farm. The dream 
of the president, who bought this land at 
a low figure in 1903 and has seen it in- 
crease many times in value, besides sup- 
plying the school with a large part of its 
food supply, is to sell the valuable city 
property some day for enough to equip a 
suitable school plant on the suburban 
acres. This would make it possible to 
develop the agricultural and industrial 
features, and thus make the school of the 
greatest possible benefit to the colored 
people and the community. The plan 
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has much tocommend it. The farm is well 
located, the acreage is ample, and there is 
room for improvement in stock and cultiva- 
tion. A first-class farmer for superin- 
tendent, working with the agricultural 
improvement department of the state, 
would be a first requisite. A post-office 
and store have been opened at “ Booker,” 
which is a local station on the railroad. 

Returning to town we reached the cam- 
pus in the outskirts, the lack of good pave- 
ments in the vicinity revealing the sticky 
and slippery quality of Arkansas clay. 
The college buildings need repairs, which 
adds to the desire of the trustees to change 
soon, rather than spend money on the old 
buildings. Although it was Saturday 
afternoon and many of the young men 
were at work, there was a large and en- 
thusiastic gathering in the chapel. A 
brighter-eyed group of girls it would not 
be easy to find, and the attention was keen 
as Mr. Garabrant and Dr. Powell spoke 
encouraging and stimulating words. The 
singing was excellent and showed good 
training. 

Arkansas Baptist College is one of the 
institutions owned and controlled by the 
Negroes, receiving a small appropriation 
for teaching from the Home Mission So- 
ciety. It relies for its chief support on 
the Arkansas Negro Baptists, who for 
thirty-three years have shown much 
loyalty in spite of an unfortunate division 
of forces into college and anti-college. 
It must be said that President Booker, who 
has been at the head of the school for 
twenty-nine years, has worked hard and 
with marked success to link up the colored 
people of the state with the college. He is 
editor of the Baptist Vanguard, a weekly 
paper printed at the college press and said 
to be the “ organ of 90,000 Baptist people 
in Arkansas.” ‘There is a student paper 
also, Baptist College Appeal. The boys 
do the work in the printing plant, which 
needs some new type and presses. Of 
course this was the natural place for the 
Editor to make acquaintance with the 
students, and to impress the necessity of 
accuracy in proof-reading as well as in 
statement. 

The school has about 400 students and 
accommodations are overtaxed. As the 
picture at the head of this article indicates 
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the girls are dressed in a neat uniform. 
The catalog says regarding this: 

‘* Knowing the evil influence of the over- 
dressed girl in institutions like this, a 
simple uniform has been adopted, to be 
worn on all public occasions, unless other- 
wise ordered by the President. This 
uniform consists of a white waist cand a 








THE PRESIDENT’S HOUSE 


black skirt to be worn during the fall and 
winter season; a white shirtwaist suit 
of linen or cotton goods (without trimming) 
for spring wear. ... There will be no 
need for any others. Those who bring 


extravagant or unnecessary finery will be 
forbidden to wear it while they are here.” 


The effect and influence of this common- 
sense plan are evident here, as at Spelman, 
and simplified dressing in all schools and 
everywhere else would go a long way toward 
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solving the problems of poverty and moral 
deterioration. Another clause in the cata- 
log of one year suggests the way to remove 
one of the race difficulties: 

“In this country the Negro is a society 
unto himself, and for the sake of self- 
respect and self-preservation it is indis- 
pensable that the race should have every 
phase of education promotive of efficiency 
and good. Hence the different courses of 
instruction adopted and operated aim to 
make successful home builders, captains of 
industry, leaders in business, masters of 
farms, preachers of the gospel, teachers 
of proper social doctrine.” 

The President had a dinner for the 
visitors, which proved that domestic 
science is not unknown in his household. 
One would readily believe, indeed, that 
Mrs. Booker and her daughter are the 
presidential ‘mainstays. One fact that 
impressed us all, I am sure, was that there 
is absolute need for a thoroughly equipped 
school in Little Rock, with accommoda- 
tions for the large number boys and girls 
eager for education. 

I thought it would be possible to include 
Bacone College in this article, but must 
put it over to another, for our one school 
of higher grade among the Indians de- 
serves a chapter all to itself. 








BOOKER POST OFFICE AND STORE AT THE SCHOOL FARM 





MISSIONS 



































The Year’s Work of Our Societies 


The American Baptist Foreign Mission Society 


THE 103RD ANNUAL REPORT AND REVIEW OF THE YEAR 
INTERESTING SUMMARY OF A WORK OF WORLD SCOPE 


aes general review covers the Financial 
Outcome Budget for 1917-18, Annuity 
Bonds, Station Plan, Legacies, Board of 
Managers, Meetings at Northfield and 
Indianapolis, Secretarial Staff, District 
Secretaries and State Collecting Agencies, 
Five Year Program, Presentation of Special 


Needs, Deputation Work, United Appor-. 


tionment Plan, Denominational Press, De- 
partment of Missionary Education, Bap- 
tists and Free Baptists, Sunday-school 
Campaign, Missionary Exhibits, Hand- 
book, Publicity, New Literature, Joint 
Magazine, Cooperation with Foreign-spea- 
king Baptists, the Work in Europe, Homes 
for Missionaries and Missionaries’ Children, 
and a large number of miscellaneous mat- 
ters bearing upon the work of the year. 
For practically two years the work of 
the Society has been unhampered by in- 
debtedness, making possible undivided 
attention to present needs and future 
problems. The budget for 1917-18 is 
somewhat larger than that of the previous 
year. In the light of the Five Year Pro- 
gram objectives the Board confidently 
hopes that the denomination each year 
will make provision for the enlargement of 
the work on the mission fields. 
Approximately $500,000 has been issued 
in annuity bonds, exceeding any previous 
record of the Society, and indicating in- 
creasing recognition of the advantages of 
this really spiritual investment. The Sta- 
tion Plan “ shareholders ” were increased 


by 127, and plans are making for the per- 
fection of this method of giving. Its chief 
advantage is that it establishes a. more 
personal relationship with the missionary 
work abroad by suggesting definite ob- 
jects. Such relationship stimulates inter- 
est, with result that churches and indi- 
viduals can more easily raise their mis- 
sionary offerings. Approximately one hun- 
dred of our missionaries on the field are now 
supported wholly or in part by churches 
or individuals who consider them as their 
foreign representatives, thirteen of these 
having been “adopted” this year. 
Through this method also Sunday-schools, 
young people’s societies and other or- 
ganizations of the church provide for the 
support of a student or native worker, 
the maintenance of a bed in a hospital, 
or for some other of the many phases of 
mission work. The conduct of this phase 
of home cultivation involves much cor- 
respondence with the churches at home and 
the missionaries abroad. 

During the last two years an unusually 
large number of gifts have been received 
through legacies. The amount indicates 
conclusively that friends of the Society in 
previous years were so deeply interested 
in the work of missionaries abroad as to 
make provision for this work in their 
wills. Although these friends have passed 
away, their influence and the work which 
they made possible still goes on. Those 
who are now making their wills may like- 
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wise have the privilege of becoming 
channels of blessing to spiritually thirsty 
peoples for ages to come. The establish- 
ment of permanent memorial funds or the 
application to specific needs receives the 
most careful attention when legacies are so 
designated. 

Recognition is given the district secre- 
taries and state collecting agents for their 
loyal service and their distinct contribu- 
tion to our denominational life and progress 
thru their personal relationships with 
the pastors. 

Concerning the work of the Five Year 
Program the report says: 


The Board have been in hearty accord with 
the promotion of the Five Year Program, not 
only because of its permanent value to our de- 
nominational life, but also because the achieve- 
ment of its various goals is of such significance 
to the foreign mission enterprise. The mis- 
sionaries, the members of the Board and the 
officers have been in thorough sympathy with 
its ideals and are deeply interested in its success. 
Two officers and two members of the Board 
have served on the General Committee of the 
Five Year Program, and Rev. M. D. Eubank, 
M.D., of East China, who was called home by 
cable a year ago, has served as special field 
representative. Throughout the year in the 
public presentation of the work of the Soctety 
by the officers, district secretaries and mis- 
sionaries engaged in deputation work, and 
through the circulation of missionary literature, 
a constant endeavor has been made to show the 
needs and the opportunities of the work abroad 
as integral parts of the general denominational 
advance which constitutes the chief objective of 
the Five Year Program. 


Each year brings back to America a 
number of missionaries in accordance wth 
the plan whereby after a number of years 
of service a missionary is entitled to a 


furlough. While this enables a _ mis- 
sionary to enjoy a much needed period of 
rest, preparatory to his return, such fur- 
lough also enables him to give time to 
visiting the churches and presenting his 
work. The value of such visitation can- 
not be estimated too highly. This deputa- 
tion service is under the direction of the 
Home Department and conducted in 
accordance with a carefully prepared plan 
involving considerable correspondence. 

The United Apportionment Plan is 
given in full elsewhere in this issue. The 
report says of it: 


After thorough consideration by the Boards 
of the societies this plan was unanimously 


‘Secretary, Dr. John M. Moore. 
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adopted. A large joint conference has been held 
with the district officers of both societies, so that 
all details could be thoroughly understood be- 
fore it was put into operation. The Finance 
Committee of the Convention has given hearty 
approval and the Apportionment Committee 
has sent the portion of the budgets of the so- 
cieties respectively for woman’s circles and 
churches to the local church as one apportion- 
ment for foreign missions, and one apportion- 
ment for home missions. It is confidently ex- 
pected that this united apportionment plan will 
bereceived with great favor and that the antici- 
pated increase in receipts will justify its adop- 
tion. 

The value of the work of the Depart- 
ment of Missionary Education during the 
past ten years is heartily recognized, as is 
the constructive service of the retiring 
Gratify- 
ing progress has been made in the process of 
amalgamating the Baptist and Free 
Baptist denominations. Dr. Anthony 
having resigned as Special Joint Secretary 
by concurrent action with the Home Mis- 
sion and Publication Societies, a joint ad- 
visory committee was appointed to meet 
semi-annually and have in charge all mat- 
ters relating to unification and relations. 

The Sunday-school campaign conducted 
by the two foreign societies resulted in an 
increase of $10,000 in receipts from Sunday- 
schools in 1915-16, leading to the more 
elaborate “‘ Sunday-school Tour of Japan ” 
the past year, approximately 2,500 schools 
using the program and charts. Mission- 
ary exhibits having proved so helpful at 
the Northern Baptist Convention, smaller 
exhibits were made by the Society for the 
first time at the State Conventions. The 
success was so apparent that such exhibits 
will be arranged for this fall, with the 
hearty cooperation of the state secretaries. 

The Handbook for 1916 attained un- 
precedented popularity. ‘The new feature, 
giving a detailed description regarding the 
various stations, proved very attractive. 
It is proposed to make the 1917 edition 
more adaptable for use in mission study 
classes. Much attention has been given 
to the preparation of missionary literature 
Five numbers of the Bulletin were issued 
and widely circulated. The Church Calen- 
dar News, which seeks to furnish brief, 
interesting items for use on church calen- 
dars, won instant approval, and beginning 
with the new fiscal year the News will be 
issued jointly by the Foreign and 
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Home Mission Society. The Society also 
cooperates with other foreign boards in a 
new publication entitled ‘“ Missionary 
Ammunition,” for the exclusive use of 
pastors. The denominational papers were 
furnished with exclusive news material, 
and the usual amount of material was 
furnished Missions. 

The closing paragraph lays the Spiri- 
tual emphasis. In these days of interna- 
tional tension and world reconstruction 
the outstanding need is a deepened 
spiritual experience and a truer and more 
vital consciousness of the presence of 
God. The Society stands primarily for 
the spiritual conquest of the world and 
recognizes as never before the need of 
giving to the whole world Jesus Christ, 
who is the leader and inspirer of all its 
work. As one of the great formative 


influences in world reconstruction, the 


Society calls upon our entire Baptist 
constituency for a deepening of life, a 
larger sympathy for men of all races and 
nationalities, a renewed appreciation of 
our spiritual resources and a clearer 
understanding that the basic motives of 
foreign missions are grounded in the very 
being of God, the person of Jesus and the 
need of the world. 


A GLANCE AT SOME OF THE FIELDS 


Assam 


The administrative work has been reor- 
ganized thoroughly. Plans for more. in- 
tensive occupation of fields are under way. 
Cooperative work is increasing. Special 
evangelistic effort was made to accomplish 
Assam’s share of the “ million additions 


by baptism.” Work for the upper classes, 
hitherto seriously neglected, is now as- 
suming the aggressiveness demanded. Dr. 
Witter and his wife have led in this work. 
Work among the churches is encouraging, 
‘ save for the number of pastorless churches 
and depleted missionary force. Great 


plans are laid for the enlargement of the - 


educational work, centering at Jorhat. 
Medical work has been severely broken 
up by necessary furloughs of missionaries. 
Kohima has no doctor, nor is there one in 
the entire Naga Hills since Dr. Bailey’s 
absence on furlough. Evangelistic work 
on the Plains has had steady growth. 
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Burma 


Year of progress evangelistically and 
educationally, in spite of marked difficulties 
due to effects of war, which has increased 
cost of living and lessened trade in rice and 
tea. Financial loss in some schools was 
to be expected, with government grants 
reduced and fees less. This on top of a ten 
per cent. reduction from America makes the 
way of a foreign missionary hard and per- 
haps means curtailment of school work. 
Depleted condition of missionary force 
much the greatest difficulty. Evangelistic 
workers are sorely needed. Features of 
the year’s work are the evangelistic tours 
of General Evangelist Hascall and his wife, 
the remarkable work of Rev. W. M. Young 
in Kengtung, the centennial of the Mission 
Press, and Rangoon Baptist College’s 
entrance into ‘the new Burma University. 
Closing year of its century was best year 
of the Press, which has been self-supporting 
under Mr. Phinney’s able management. 
Two Burmese linotypes, gift of Mrs. M. 
Grant Edmands, bring the plant up to 
date. The medical work is fast winning 
the love of the people among the Shans. 
At Kengtung, Dr. Yaw Nyun, a graduate 
of Atlanta University, has left a successful 
practice in Pegu to enter the work of the 
Mission under board appointment. The 
English work in Rangoon is strong and 
flourishing; Immanuel Church, under the 
pastorate of Rev. F. K. Singiser, has large 
congregation and Sunday-schools. The 
Kachin Mission affords ground for grati- 
tude and encouragement. Dr. Hanson’s 
Bible translations are beginning to have 
effect, and students are training for teach- 
ers and preachers. Four chiefs have pro- 
fessed Christ; native preachers have proved 
earnest and efficient. The Burman Bud- 
dhists have not many of them become 
Christians, but they have been attracted 
by our methods and imitated them. The 
dominant note of the report is hope and 
pluck, readiness to face the special difficul- 
ties of war time and work the harder. 


South India 

War’s blight felt in various ways. 
Prices of necessities have gone up 50, 75 
and even 100%; hard on everybody. 
Yet gratifying progress has been made. 
There are 68 missionaries on the fields, 29 
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men, 25 wives of missionaries and 14 
single women; 14 plan to take furlough in 
spring of 1917. Baptists of the year 
nearly 3,000, showing a steady and regular 
growth, which is preferred by many to 
mass movements. Few new churches, 
but decided progress in independence and 
self-help. Never has education received 
so much attention or made such advance. 
Schools have all had prosperous year. 
Girls’ High School at Nellore rejoices in 
having all teachers Christians except the 
Telugu pundit. Dr. J S. Timpany’s 
return to Hanamakonda Hospital released 
Dr. Stenger for work in Ongole. Medical 
work in greater demand than ever. The 
criminal settlements under Mr. Bawden 
at Kavali, and that established at Bapatla 
by Mr. Thomssen, are doinz a remarkable 
work. At Kavali 29 have professed con- 
version and been baptized. The settle- 
ment is to remove to Allur, where water 
can behad. A newconference constitution 
was adopted at the annual meeting at 
Madras last December. 


Japan 


The Three Year Union Evangelistic 
Campaign, significant as a movement of 
the Japanese Church, has proved that the 
Christian Church in Japan has sent its 
roots deep into the life of the nation, also 
that as a nation the Japanese are ready for 
the gospel as never before. The Baptists 
had a large share in the campaign. 
outstanding event of the year was the visit 
of Drs. Franklin and Anderson. Prob- 
lems of long standing were solved, adjust- 
ments long contemplated were begun. 
Educational readjustments resulting are of 
great importance, as the removal of Dun- 
can Academy from Tokyo to Yokohama, 
and the location of the Japan Baptist 
Theological Seminary in a. permanent 


home in the buildings formerly used by 


Duncan Academy. Under the new plan 
of field administration the Japanese pastors 
will have larger share and self-support will 
be spurred. The Tokyo Tabernacle’s first 
year in its new building has been marked 
by expansion and the assumption of self- 
support. Trained Japanese leadership is 
the crying need of our work, and here we 
lag behind most of the denominations. 
Next to this is need of suitable equipment. 


The . 
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During the year the Baptists have been 
making history. ‘“‘To a man we feel that 
we have started on a new epoch,” says 
Dr. Axling. 


East China 


Political outlook far brighter than a 
year ago. No hindrance has been placed 
upon missionary work. The mission hospi- 
tals have been unusually busy. The gift 
of the China Medical Board to the hospitals 
in Ningpo and Shaohsing will greatly in- 
crease their usefulness. Evangelistic work- 
ers have had a good year. Suitable 
buildings for churches and schools is an 
urgent need. The work of the associational 
evangelist has been full of helpfulness. 
Educational work is progressing. The 
number of schools in the Ningpo field has 
grown from 3 to 13. In Kinwha Middle 
school, of 600 applicants only 150 could be 
received for want of room. (That tells a 
story.) At Shanghai Baptist College the 
MacLeish Infirmary is almost completed, 
and work on the Haskell Gymnasium will 
be started soon. Eleven men were gradu- 
ated last commencement, six from college, 
five from the seminary. 


The Congo Mission 


The staff from the old Ikoko station 
has been removed to the new station at 
Ntondo, just in time to escipe the heavy 
rains which placed the Ikoko site under 
water. A new church will be erected at 
Ntondo by Rev. C. V. Marsh in memory 
of his wife, who died without see'ng the 
station where she had hoped to work. 
Conditions generally are exceptionally 
hopeful. The spirit of giving is growing. 
At a special meeting at Sona Eata, with 
over 800 present, there were 161 baptisms, 
and a collection of $140, $40 of which was 
sent to the governor for the Red Cross 
Society. The mission schools have laid 
the foundations for government education 
if that comes. Need of industrial educa- 
tion is increasingly apparent. ‘The medi- 
cal work is far beyond the physical capa- 
city of the small force. Sleeping sickness 
in Dr. Leslie’s field has infected over 50% 
of the people, he says, and not a few whites. 
The four hospitals now assured will make a 
new day for our medical work in Congo, 
and one sadly needed. 
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The American Baptist Home Mission Society 


SUMMARY OF THE EIGHTY-FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT 


EVERY PASTOR SHOULD HAVE THIS IN 


‘THE points covered are as follows: 

The Board of Managers, Inter-State 
Missions, Related Organizations, Depart- 
ment of Missionary Education and the 
Five Year Program, Apportionment Com- 
mittee, Interdenominational Contacts, 
District Secretaries, Superintendents, 
General Missionaries, Conventions and 
City Mission Societies, Fields of Service, 
European Immigration, Church Edifice, 
Indians, Report of the Committee of 
Eleven, Department of Education, De- 
partment of Evangelism, and General 
Matters, including Memorial Funds, Mis- 
sions, Denominational Journals, and the 
Ministers’ and Missionaries’ Benefit Board. 


The Pages are Packed with Facts 


The introductory paragraph on Inter- 
State Missions says: 


The Society is in reality The Baptist Inter- 
State Organization for doing home mission work 
in the Northern Baptist Convention territory. 
It has erected or aided in the building of Chris- 
tian meeting-houses and schools that line the 
pathway of the eighty-five years along which 
its thousands of missionaries have been walking. 
It has been a wise adviser, furnishing noble and 
consecrated guides to those who have been pass- 
ing through the wilderness of many spiritual 
adventures. It has stood as the loving parent, 
equally interested in every member of the large 
and widely scattered family. It has been the 
strong bank with firm lines of credit, maintain- 
ing the even distribution of missionary cur- 
rency that gives stability to all church enter- 
prises. It has assisted in the day of harvest, 
and when the drought was long it provided for 
the distress of the workmen. It has always been 
a transcontinental transportation company, 
sending leaders and supplies for the opening of 
new areas and for the intensive development of 
older States. It has been a national promoter, 
watching for opportunities hitherto unseen or 
neglected, passing into new sections and enter- 
ing open doors to Cuba, Porto Rico, Central 
America, congested foreign centers, newly 
irrigated regions, needy rural communities, 
mining and lumber camps and striving to make 
all into the garden and city of God. It has 
been a distributor of workmen where most 
needed. It has been the architect who has 
drawn many of the plans of a Christian system 
of education for backward peoples, for church 
edifice extension and for the multiplying work 
of those many city and state mission societies 
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with which it has fruitfully cooperated. The 
country-wide, universal, cosmopolitan, inter- 
organizational and inspirational character of 
its work has marked its growth during nearly 
nine decades. Every national problem, whether 
educational, social, economic or spiritual, is a 
home mission problem. What the Society has 
been it is now, and, in a larger sense, must be 
in coming years. 


As to related organizations, a special 
committee was appointed to study the 
whole question of the present-day rela- 
tionship that ought to obtain between the 
Society and our State Conventions in the 
light of history, in the experience of other 
congregational bodies and of present needs 
and conditions. Another committee will 
study the standardization of salaries, 
missionary appropriations and questions 
relating thereto. Superintendent Brink has 
prepared a handbook on the qualification 
of missionaries for the work in this country, 
similar to the booklet, “‘ Regulative Stand- 
ards in the Work of Latin North America.” 
This is an advance step much needed. 

Attention to interdenominational con- 
tacts has been entrusted to Field Secretary 
Barnes. Regional conferences in Cuba, 
Porto Rico and Mexico have been at- 
tended by representatives of the Society. 
The presence of the Society in the Home 
Missions Council and other similar or- 
ganizations “without doubt is a con- 
servative element in the unification of 
Protestant missionary endeavors and seems 
to us absolutely necessary for the standardi- 
zation of our work and its normal relation 
to the remarkable and stupendous or- 
ganized labors of many other home 
mission societies.” 

The wide service and influence of the 
district secretaries, state agents, superin- 
tendents and general missionaries is warmly 
recognized, and full appreciation is given 
to the thirty-five state conventions and 
twelve city mission societies with which 
the Home Mission Society has cooperated. 

The Home Mission Society and these state 
conventions and city mission societies constitute 


one great national home missionary organization. 
In the happy relations of eighty-five years and 








the marvelous results that have come from these 
intimate relations during the decades in which 
we have been fellow-workers with God, it has 
been abundantly proved that in union there is 
strength and that the virtue of each organiza- 
tion has been communicated to all the others. 
The noble work of the past has resulted from 
unity of effort, and the difficult work of the future 
in the perilous days through which the nation 
may pass call for the most harmonious articula- 
tion of effort by the several conventions and 
city mission societies and the Home Mission 
Society. These forty-six organizations and the 
Home Mission Society, that has been the mother 
of so many of them, are bound up together in 
the bundle of life with the Lord, who has set 
before the Christian churches of America the 
greatest task which the world has ever seen. 


For the Orientals, a new property for 
the Chinese Mission in Fresno has been 
secured, and a new home for the Japanese 
Mission in Seattle is contemplated. In 
the absence of our American missionaries 
from Mexico during most of the year, 
owing to revolutionary conditions, native 
leadership has been especially successful 
in maintaining the work. In February 
Superintendent Brewer, Mr. Brown and 
Dr. Conwell returned to their fields. 
The work of Evangelist De Roos at Mexico 
City has proved permanent and resulted 
in large accessions. In Porto Rico our 
educational work is progressing favorably; 
the granting of citizenship and agitation 
for prohibition are advantageous to mis- 
sionary effort. Political disturbances in 
Cuba prevented the annual meeting of the 
Eastern Cuba Convention and interfered 
with our primary school work at several 
points. The spiritual results have been 
gratifying, nevertheless. The work in 
El Salvador is extending steadily, and a 
church has been organized in Nicaragua. 

Drs. Wooddy and Kinney visited Alaska 
to discover in what part of the territory 
the work of the Society might profitably 
be reopened. It is proposed to send a 
representative to investigate further with 
view to the establishment of a mission. 


Church Edifice and Educational 


The Church Edifice Department shows 
that 2,784 churches have been aided in 
securing meeting-houses, the gifts totaling 
$1,354,309.89, the loans $1,037,941.97 — 
indicating the scope of this work. Careful 
study has been made of the needs of Bap- 
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tist churches in educational centers where 
assistance should be given to provide 
suitable churches. One at Corvallis, Ore., 
was made possible this year by a gift of 
$5,000. The Society needs an annual 
income of $100,000 to do its part of this 
building work. It is manifestly the duty 
of the denomination to assist foreign 
groups of converts in the erection of their 
first meeting houses. To do the task 
already in sight would easily require half 
a million dollars. Statistical informa- 
tion as to mortgage indebtedness is being 
gathered, and it is suggested that a nation- 
wide effort should be made at a suitable 
time to liquidate such indebtedness. 

In the Indian work, special encourage- 
ment is found among the Crow in Mon- 
tana, the Mono in California, the Navajo 
and Hopi in Arizona, and the Blanket 
tribes in Oklahoma. The helpfulness of 
our Indian School at Bacone and of the 
Murrow Orphanage have never been 
greater. It is hoped that work among the 
Navajo may be extended another year, 
and a new mission established among the 
43,000 Indians not yet reached by any 
Christian effort. The work of Indian 
Commissioner Cato Sells is warmly praised. 

An extended account of the educational 
work of the Society is given in the report 
of Superintendent Gilbert N. Brink, who 
during the year has visited schools among 
the North American Indians, the Negroes, 
and our institutions in Cuba and Porto 
Rico. He has rapidly extended his ac- 
quaintance in various parts of the country. 
His contacts with the educational work of 
other denominations have multiplied, and 
the standardization of our schools has been 
improved. Reports of Negro conventions 
in the South give promise of a better ap- 
preciation of the work for the Negroes as 
conducted by the Home Mission Society. 

As to Negro schools, the outstanding 
features have been the celebration of the 
fiftieth anniversary of Morehouse College 
in Atlanta, Georgia, and plans maturing 
for the enlargement of the work in Spel- 
man Seminary. The gifts of the General 
Education Board to both of these institu- 
tions are gratefully acknowledged. This 
assistance has made possible better build- 
ings and equipment and a stronger faculty, 
and is an encouraging prophecy of a larger 
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service to be rendered in the creation of a 
Christian leadership well fortified to solve 
the perplexing problems of the Negro race. 
A careful study has been given to the 
migration of the Negro from the South, 
and the Society will do its utmost to follow 
him to his new home with spiritual direc- 
tion. 

A noticeable advance has been made in 
the twenty other institutions for the 
Christian training of the Negro race, for 
the support of which there is a growing 
interest among those to whom the institu- 
tions are giving such valued benefits. In 
the Indian school at Bacone improve- 
ments have been made. In Mexico war 
broke up temporarily our Training School 
at Monterey. In Cuba, too, our schools 
have suffered interruptions, but the El 
Cristo school has continued its work. 
In Porto Rico we are making educational 
progress and creating a native ministry 
at the Grace Conaway Institute. 

In Evangelism the remarkable work 
conducted by representatives of the So- 
ciety is found in special reports by Field 
Secretary Barnes and the superintendents 
and other officers. ‘“ The spiritual awaken- 
ing in rural and urban populations and the 
large accessions to our churches make a 
page in our missionary history which will 
be read with satisfaction in future years. 
In the days of war upon which our nation 
has entered, our general and state evangel- 
ists will in a multitude of places marshal 
the forces for righteousness. . . . We are 
preaching an evangelism that calls men 
to repentance for sins, to constant spiritual 
adjustments in all personal relationships, 
to the social application of the teachings of 
Christ and to the evangelization of the 
world.” 

The closing paragraph, after referring 
to the President’s address to Congress and 
the declaration of war, says: 

Without attempting to forecast the logical 
influence of such action on the missionary work 
of our denomination, it is evident that in the 
vast expenditures of treasure and perhaps life 
that must result from an international conflict, 
into which the country has entered to preserve 
the blessings of liberty for our own and future 
generations, the Baptists. of our nation should 
furnish in ample measure the earthly means to 
establish in this and other lands the Kingdom of 


God. The sacrifices that will be called for in 
safeguarding and perpetuating our earthly 


citizenship should constantly remind our de- 
voted and growing army of friends that our 
Home Mission Society must be given the means 
and the men with which to put forth our su- 
premest spiritual efforts. Entering its eighty- 
sixth year with its natural force unabated, with 
its spiritual strength constantly augmented, 
and with its friends and supporters increasingly 
numerous, the Society has come to the hour of 
its most gigantic spiritual labors. A fellow- 
worker with God for many decades, serving in 
years of peace and in years of war, it has come 
again to the kingdom “ for such a time as this,” 
and bespeaks the prayers of all who love our 
Lord and His appearing. 


* 


Items from the Annual Report 


Dr. H. F. Stilwell, General Evangelist 
for the Central Division, has held numerous 
conferences and institutes of evangelism, 
and delivered inspirational addresses in 
his district, comprising Indiana, Ohio, 
Michigan, Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
Iowa and Missouri, a total of 8 states with 
more than 5,100 churches and approxi- 


mately 600,000 members. 


The wave of evangelism that has swept 
over the country has without doubt 
largely resulted from the cooperative 
efforts so systematically put forth by our 
general evangelists and the various state 
and associational evangelists, who have 
labored so faithfully not only in conducting 
series of meetings, but especially in en- 
couraging pastors to assist each other in 
special services. The spiritual awakenings 
in rural and urban populations and the 
large accessions to our churches make a 
page in our missionary history which will be 
read with satisfaction in future years. 


In Hammond, Indiana, an exhaustive 
study of the foreign population in that city 
and in contiguous communities by Rev. 
H. W. Pilot of Cleveland, with whom we 
arranged to study the needs of these people, 
has furnished results that when tabulated 
will be the basis on which intelligent mis- 
sionary efforts will be made to reach the 
Russians, Hungarians and other colonies 
that have so quickly established themselves 
in this growing industrial center. 


The report of Superintendent Brink calls 
attention to the need of a suitable training 
school for Central America to be the basis 
for an enlarging work in El Salvador, 
Nicaragua and Honduras, the republics 
set apart for the Society by the representa- 
tives of the missionary societies that con- 
ferred at Panama. 
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The American Baptist Publication Society 


FEATURES OF THE NINETY-THIRD ANNUAL REPORT 
A PROSPEROUS YEAR DESPITE MANY DIFFICULTIES 


‘THE Report records striking changes — 
the retirement of Dr. A. J. Rowland 
as Secretary after long service, the elec- 
tion of Dr. Guy C. Lamson as General 
Secretary, and the resignation of Dr. 
Blackall, for fifty-two years connected 
with the Society and for thirty-six 
years editor-in-chief of its Sunday-school 
periodicals. In recognition of his valua- 
ble and long service the Board honored 
him with the title editor emeritus and 
continued his salary in full for life. 

Business conditions have been difficult 
to meet. With volume of business 
greater, constant increase in costs of 
material without corresponding increases 
in retail prices have made serious in- 
roads into profits. It is now necessary 
to make slight increase in Sunday-school 
supplies, this being scarcely noticeable 
to the average school. Other denomina- 
tional publishing houses have been com- 
pelled to advance prices also. Yet 
further advance may be necessary. The 
proposals of the Post-office Department 
relative to second-class matter would 
put upon the Society an additional charge 
for postage alone of $64,000 yearly. It is 
hoped the full burden of this proposal may 
not be imposed upon us. Self-feeders are 
being added to the equipment, and two 
new type-setting machines have been 
added. The Printing House is used to 
its utmost capacity and enlargement 
is to be made. The same number of 
branch houses and agencies has been 
continued; the New York Agency has 
moved into more commodious quarters. 
The Sunday-school publications have 
been placed in charge of Dr. W. Edward 
Raffety as editor-in-chief and a general 
reorganization of the force has taken 
place. 

The book department has been occu- 
pied largely in preparing material for 
use in gospel work among foreign-speak- 
ing peoples. The Gospels in Hungarian 
have been issued, and the entire New 
Testament will soon be available. Work 


on the Polish Bible is under way; the 
four Gospels in Russian and John in 
Bohemian are in hand. The literary 
volume of the year’s product is Dr. 
Strong’s ‘American Poets and Their 
Theology.” Charles H. Sears’ biography 
of ‘‘Edward Judson, Interpreter of 
God,” is first in interest. Monographs 
for young people, social service series, 
and other minor publications answer 
useful purposes. 

In Sunday-school publications changes 
are announced for the coming year in a 
number of periodicals. The total yearly 
output of the weeklies is over 27,000,000 
copies. By its new organization the 
Society purposes to meet every legitimate 
need of the modern Sunday-school, and 
hopes thus to gain the good-will and 
loyalty of every Baptist Sunday-school 
worker in its territory. 

The work of the missionary and field 
department has been carried on as in 
previous years, with faithful service from 
the district superintendents under extra 
duties. In Sunday-school work the field 
workers have organized new schools 
where none existed before, and teacher- 
training and general institute work have 
been unusually successful. 

In colportage work 171 persons have 
been employed, using 58 wagons, 17 
automobiles, and 3 colportage cruisers. 
Large attention has been given to visita- 
tion of the unshepherded and the dis- 
tribution of the Scriptures, tracts, etc. 
Over 130,800 families were visited. 
With a view to necessary readjustment 
colporters have been taking the teacher- 
training course, to fit themselves for 
carrying modern methods to weaker 
schools in their districts. 

Seven chapel cars have been kept busy 
in Nebraska, Montana, Wyoming, Ore- 
gon, Washington, California, and West 
Virginia. The Chapel Car “Grace” 
has been tendered to the Five Year 
Program Committee for a period of 
service. Traffic conditions have made the 
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proposed campaign impracticable at pres- 
ent. The labors of the year show: 
Churches organized 3; Sunday-schools 
organized 5; meeting-houses built 3; 
conversions 983; baptisms 338; Scrip- 
tures distributed 1,309. 

For Bible work, under approval of the 
Convention Finance Committee, there 
has been secured $45,262 in cash and 
pledges toward a $50,000 fund with 
which to make plates of Scriptures in 
foreign tongues. This work will be 
pushed aggressively. 

The year has been good financially. 
The permanent funds have been in- 
creased over $875,000 during the last four 
years, and the Society has assurances of 
funds totalling more than $650,000 which 
will come into its possession within a few 
years. 

The department of education takes up 
in detail the work of the institutes, 
standard promotion, organized classes, 
the Challenge Legion for young people 
in connection with the Five Year Pro- 
gram, enlistment campaign, and many 
other matters relating to the Sunday- 
school and yonng peoples’ work. The 
Department of Social Service and the 
Baptist Brotherhood reports increasing 
requests for information indicating in- 
creased interest. The secretary has 
spent a large part of his time in 
field work. Two additional men are 
needed to meet the present demand for 
trained laymen and rural life work. 

The Daily Vacation Bible Schools of the 
denomination numbered 140 in the United 
States last year. More than half the new 
schools started were west of the Mississippi, 
new territory. Service was rendered by 
the superintendent in 22 states. While 
the first School was an answer to the needs 
of the children of the foreign-speaking 
people in the congested portions of lower 
New York, the movement has spread, not 


only into crowded parts of other large: 


cities, but into residential sections, also 
into small cities, villages, and country 
communities. The idea is a fruitful and 
workable one for any community, any- 
where, where there are idle children, unused 


church buildings, and church workers with 
vacation-time. 

The people that served as principals and 
teachers of these Schools included students 
in universities, colleges, seminaries, train- 
ing schools, and high schools, professors 
in educational institutions, pastors, assis- 
tant pastors, church visitors, social wel- 
fare workers, head residents in social 
settlements, Y. M. and Y. W. C. A. 
helpers, directors of religious education, 
city mission workers, besides many local 
church-members with vacation-time to 
spare. Some served on salaries, others 
for mere expenses, many without com- 
pensation, rejoicing in the privilege of 
helping neglected children. 

The year was marked by an increasing 
interest in men’s organization and work. 
An encouraging number of men’s brother- 
hoods have been organized; but quite as 
significant is the revival of interest on the 
part of existing organizations. The num- 
ber of organized men’s classes is increasing 
very rapidly, and many of these classes 
are moving out along various lines of 
Christian service. The men of our churches 
are our greatest unworked asset. Perhaps 
not twenty-five per cent. of our available 
resources are now enlisted in the work 
of the kingdom. One of the greatest needs 
is the training of laymen for service. We 
need trained teachers and leaders for adult 
classes, which exist not alone for the sake 
of Bible study, but for Christian service. 

New work in the Education Depart- 
ment includes the Challenge Legion and 
Group Plan for young people, an Enlist- 
ment Campaign to increase the membership 
and attendance of Baptist Sunday-schools, 
an Information Bureau, Young People’s 
Day, Win-My-Friend Week, the Young 
People’s Council, and some unique features 
of the year’s work by individual directors. 
Of the 33 State Conventions in the N. B. 
C., all but 3 are served by a Director of 
Sunday-school and Young People’s Work. 
The elementary Sunday-school work is 
gaining increasing recognition in State 
Conventions and summer assemblies. For 
all these activities in detail read the report. 
It will be in the Convention Annual. 


ALL THE ANNUAL REPORTS WILL BE CONTAINED IN THE 
NORTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION ANNUAL FOR _ 1917 
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Concerning the New Plan 


A Personal Word to the Pastors and to the Presidents of Women’s Home 
Mission Societies in Baptist Churches 


DFAR CO-WORKERS: The work of the 
American Baptist Home Mission Society 
and the Woman’s American Baptist Home Mis- 


sion Society makes a complete whole. Each, 


Society supplements the other. Various 
possible ways of improving our relations have 
been studied and adjustments have been made 
looking to larger efficiency. Work for women 
and children can best be done by women as the 
experience of forty years abundantly proves. 
Other forms of mission service are the recognized 
work of The American Baptist Home Mission 
Society. The budgets of both Societies are 
made to harmonize our supplemental tasks, and 
plans looking to enlargement aim at the same 
spiritual goals. 

While studying these relationships and en- 
largements, we have come to realize that in our 
efforts to interest our constituency in our varied 
work, our methods of collecting contributions 
ought to be made in unison. In doing this we 
plan to include in the literature of both Societies 
announcements concerning annuities and wills, 
to hold united conferences for the explanation 
and promotion of our work, and with the greatest 
efficiency to distribute our speakers. 

To gather our contributions we are making 
this year a united apportionment. As a first 
step we have added together the apportionment 
of both Societies. This combined amount in 
each State will be sent by the General Appor- 
tionment Committee to the State Apportion- 
ment Committee, accompanied by a letter. 
The State Apportionment Committee will ap- 
portion the total amount to each church, and 
with the statement of apportionment send a 
letter of explanation to each pastor and to the 
leader of each woman’s circle. 

A study of the receipts of the two Home Mis- 
sion Societies shows a certain line of average for 
three years, and we are to take the ratio of these 
receipts by each Society as the basis of division 
of all monies given on the apportionment for 
Home Missions. You will be interested to know 
that during the last three years the average 
shows that of every $100 given by Home Mis- 
sion Circles and churches for Home Missions, 
$60 of the amount was given for the general 
Society and $40 for the Woman’s Society. That 
division will be followed this year. The money 
in each District will be sent as heretofore, either 
to the District Secretaries or representatives of 
the general Society, or to the National and 
District Treasurers of the Woman’s Society, and 
all money received on apportionment will be 


divided each month by the National Treasurers 
of the Societies in accordance with the accepted 
ratio. A Church or a Woman’s Society will be 
credited with reaching its full apportionment, 
only upon the receipt of the entire amount ap- 
portioned for Home Missions. The United 
Home Mission Apportionment for the two 
Societies for the year beginning April 1, 1917, 
is $520,000. Last year the State Apportion- 
ment Committees apportioned to our two Home 
Mission Societies $518,137. The additional 
amount, $1,863, covers only in part the pro rata 
expense of our two Societies for the Five-Year 
Program. ‘The churches and women’s societies 
are urged to add voluntarily to their apportion- 
ment the 15% increase required to reach the 
goal of the Five Year Program. 

The general secretaries and officers have very 
carefully studied this plan in all its phases, and 
fully believe it means a long step forward in the 
right direction. We are confident that we have 
reached a simple, sane method which we believe 
will prove very successful. It is believed that 
the women in the churches will labor with still 
greater enthusiasm to obtain the entire Home 
Mission apportionment, and in so doing bring 
the men and all the hitherto unreached women, 
up to a still higher level of interest in our work, 
and giving for its support. Hereafter the mis- 
sionary circle ought to be the great factor in 
educating the entire church in knowledge of 
home missions and in helping to raise the full 
apportionment. We believe the tendency will 
be to increase the giving to both Societies. 
All district secretaries of both organizations will 
zealously cooperate with the churches and 
circles and will have for their motto, a Woman’s 
Society in Every Church. In churches that are 
pastorless the women will thus be asked to do 
the much-needed task of holding the church to 
its missionary duty. 

A new day has dawned, and the united ap- 
portionment brings our unified work into a 
unified presentation of its claims and into a 
unified effort to gather the means to do it 
successfully. In presenting this plan, which 
has been unanimously voted by our Boards of 
Managers, we are confident that we have been 
divinely led. 


Katuarine S. WESTFALL, 
Cor. Sec’y of Woman’s American Baptist 
ome Mission Society 
Cuar.es L. Wuite, 


Assoc. Cor. Sec’y of The American Baptist 
ome Mission Society . 
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Message from the American Baptist Foreign Mission Society and the 
Woman’s American Baptist Foreign Mission Society 


To the Church and Missionary Society Officers. 


Dear Fellow-workers: 

We bespeak the careful attention of the 
readers of Missions to the _ statement 
which is given immediately below in this 
issue regarding the unification of the appor- 
tionments of the American Baptist Foreign 
Mission Society and the Woman’s American 
Baptist Foreign Mission Society. 

The entire Foreign Mission apportionment 
for both Societies is to be divided in accor- 
dance with the ratio of receipts on apportion- 
ments for the two Societies for the three 
years ending March 31, 1917, which will give 
to the American Baptist Foreign Mission 
Society 63 per cent. and to the Woman’s 
American Baptist Foreign Mission Society 37 
per cent. of the entire Foreign Mission ap- 
portionment received by your church. It is 
agreed between the two Societies that this 
ratio would prevail in the division of all 
apportionments, National and State, as well 
as in the local church. 

It is requested that the whole church face 
together the whole task, deciding for itself 
how best this may be accomplished. This will 
call for all the enthusiasm of the church in 
all its departments, the Woman’s Society, the 
World Wide Guild, young people’s societies and 
the Sunday-school. Any organization which has 
been responsible for any amount heretofore 
should continue to feel the same responsi- 
bility; but with the realization that the 
amount given through that particular organi- 
zation is but a part of the whole apportion- 
ment and that no organization in the church 
may say that its share of the apportionment 


is met until the whole amount has been given. 

The A. B. F. M. Society will maintain its 
State or District Treasurers as heretofore. 
The W. A. B. F. M. Society will maintain its 
District Treasurers as heretofore. These 
treasurers will receive the funds from the 
churches and Societies as heretofore. The 
Treasurers of the A. B. F. M. Society and the 
W. A. B. F. M. Society will exchange monthly 
statements and a monthly adjustment of total 
receipts will be made by the National Trea- 
surers of the two Societies. 

The amounts apportioned for foreign mis- 
‘sions represent the minimum upon which the 
work already in operation may be conducted. 
In fact, with the higher prices prevalent, and 
the uncertainties of war, it will cost more to 
maintain what is already in operation. Much 
larger amounts are needed if the work is to 
be enlarged. Do not be limited by the 
amount suggested, but prayerfully and ear- 
nestly face the need and your measure of 
ability to meet it. Is it unreasonable for us 
to ask of each church (including all its de- 
partments) these two things: 

1. That you assume this apportionment 
which has been suggested to your 
church, promising to do your utmost 
to provide the amount requested. 

2. That you endeavor to send quarterly 
payments as early in the quarter as 
possible, equaling at least one-fourth of 
the apportionment. 

J. Y. Arrcutson, 
Home Secretary A. B. F. M. S. 
ELEANoR Mare, 
Home Administration SecretaryW. A.B.F.M.S. 


The United Apportionment Plan. 


FULL TEXT OF THE PLAN ADOPTED BY FOUR SOCIETIES 


THE representatives of the American Baptist 
Foreign Mission Society, the Woman’s Ameri- 
can Baptist Foreign Mission Society, the American 
Baptist Home Mission Society and the Woman’s 
American Baptist Home Mission Society believe 
that the interests of the societies and of the 
Kingdom would be greatly forwarded through an 
arrangement by which the needs of the work 
abroad could be presented to the churches in one 
great foreign mission appeal and the needs of the 
work at home in one great home mission appeal. 

The most practical method of securing this 
result seems to be in uniting the apportionments of 
the two foreign societies and the two home so- 
cieties in the local church. 

The problems which seemed most difficult of 
solution were: — first, to arrange between the 
two societies in each group for an equitable 
division of the contributions received in response 


to this united presentation; second, the recogni- 
tion of the right of the local church to designate 
its gifts in accordance with its wishes. However, 
when the representatives of the societies came to 
study the subject they were impressed with the 
ease with which these problems could be solved. 
The receipts of the societies on that part of their 
respective budgets which is apportioned to 
churches, Sunday-schools, young people’s socie- 
ties and woman’s circles have for many years 
remained in about the same ratio as that which 
has obtained for the last three years. While in 
some states the ratio obtaining between the re- 
spective apportionments varies considerably, yet 
the fact is that in a majority of the states the 
average ratio very closely approximates the 
average for all of the states of the Northern 
Baptist Convention. In states where this ratio 
does not obtain, the variations to the advantage ot 
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a General Society in one group of states are practi- 
cally equalized by the variations to the advantage 
of a Woman’s Society in another group and vice 
versa 

A careful study of receipts by the two groups of 
societies, Foreign and Home, during recent years, 
made it clear that an arrangement for the division 
of the total receipts on apportionments according 
to the ratio which has obtained between their 
respective receipts on apportionments. would, on 
the one hand, do no injustice to the interests of 
any society and, on the other hand, would not 
deny to the local church the right to divide its 
gifts in accordance with its own desires. In 
view of these findings, the representatives of the 
societies therefore have no hesitation in heartily 
recommending the adoption of the following plan 
for the unification of that portion of the budgets 
of the societies which is to be apportioned to the 
churches with the understanding: 

I. That no effort be made to unite the following 
items in our respective budgets: 


1. Income from invested funds 
2. Income from legacies 

3. Income from annuities 

4. Income from individuals 


II, That we agree to unify only that portion of 
our respective budgets which is raised from 
churches, Sunday-schools, young people’s so- 
cieties and woman’s circles. 

III. That each society in presenting to the 
Finance Committee of the Northern Baptist 
Convention its budget for the ensuing year, 
indicate that part of its total budget which is 
expected from the churches on apportionment, 
and request that after approval by the Finance 
Committee the sums be presented to the National 
Apportionment Committee, as the united appor- 
tionments for Northern Baptists for foreign and 
home missions respectively. 

IV. That the National Apportionment Com- 
mittee be requested to present these united 
foreign and home apportionments to the state 
committees, with the request that the state com- 
mittees apportion the same to the churches as our 
respective apportion ments. 

V. That in the interests of fairness to the work 
of each society, and that there may be no mis- 
understanding with reference thereto, a joint 
statement be sent to the pastor and to a repre- 
sentative of the woman’s circle of each local 
church signed by representatives of the general 
and women’s societies in each district. This 
statement will indicate for the foreign and home 
groups the percentage of the respective apportion- 
ment which is needed for the work of the General 
Society and of the Woman’s Society in each group. 
It will also clearly state that it is the earnest desire 
and purpose of the societies in entering into such 
a plan to unite the forces of the local church in a 
great forward movement, so that the whole church 
may face together its sacred duty in furnishing 
a more adequate support of our mission work. 

VI. That the ratio between the apportionments 
of the general and the women’s societies shall be 
determined by the average of actual receipts on 
apportionment from the whole country by the 
societies during the three previous years. That 
it is further agreed that all funds received on 
apportionments, and not designated by con- 
tributing churches to be, divided on some other 
basis, shall be divided on the same ratio. Such 
division shall be made by the National Treasurer 
once each month. 

VII. That money may be sent as heretofore 
either to the district secretaries or representatives 
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of the general societies, or to the national or 
district treasurers of the women’s societies, but 
that all money received on apportionments shall 
be divided each month by the National Treasurer 
of the societies in accordance with the accepted 
ratio. It is understood and mutually agreed 
that the district secretaries or representatives of 
the general societies and the national and district 
treasurers of the women’s societies respectively 
shall exchange each month itemized statements of 
the receipts from churches, young people’s socie- 
ties, Sunday-schools and woman’s circles church 
by church. Itis further understood and agreed 
that the wishes of any church desiring to divide its 
gifts on any other ratio than that which obtains 
between that part of the respective budgets of 
the societies which is apportioned to the churches 
will be carried out. 

In case the ratio which has obtained during the 
past three years between the total receipts of the 
general and women’s societies respectively in each 
group should be disturbed through the receipt of 
designated funds, the societies agree that the 
national treasurer shall restore this ratio from 
undesignated funds. 

VIII. That in accordance with the spirit and 
purpose of the foregoing action it is understood 
and agreed that as speedily as possible the general 
societies will organize a group of men in each dis- 
trict (using boundary lines now established by the 
districts of the Woman’s American Baptist Foreign 
Mission Society). These district committees of 
men, cooperating with the district secretaries or 
representatives of the general societies and with 
the district board and representatives of the 
women’s societies, respectively, shall meet each 


. year to outline and provide for the execution of a 


proper cooperative, educational and inspirational 
program, which shall be so practical and com- 
prehensive as to reach every church in the district. 


IX. That joint literature looking toward the 
enlightment of our whole constituency upon the 
great achievements and opportunities in the 
mission enterprise at home and abroad be pre- 
pared and circulated freely, it being understood 
that this does not preclude the privilege of either 
society to circulate its own literature in further- 
ance of its distinctive work. 


X. That all workers be urged to bear in mind 
that we are each and all working not for the glory 
of any society, but for the exaltation of Christ 
and the extension of his Kingdom throughout the 
world. The spirit and purpose prompting such 
a cooperative work rests upon the recognition that 
the greatest contribution any of us can make to 
the Kingdom at home or abroad is through the 
incarnation of the spirit of Christ in our own lives 
and work and through a larger obedience to the 
revealed will of God for the extension of his 
Kingdom among all peoples. To this end we 
agree to unite in asking all pastors and churches 
to pray that the Lord of the harvest may give 
us larger visions of our opportunities and re- 
sponsibilities, and that we may so work together 
in our labor of love that unprecedented achieve- 
ments for the extension of the Gospel of Christ 
may be made possible. 


American Baptist Foreign Mission Society 

J. Y. Aitchison, D.D., Home Secretary. 
American Baptist Home Mission Society 

Charles L. White, D.D., Associate Cor. Sec’y. 
Woman’s American Baptist Foreign Mission 

Society 

Miss Eleanor Mare, Home Administration Sec’y. 
Woman’s American Baptist Home Mission Society 

Mrs. Katherine S. Westfall, Cor. Sec’y. 
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A Significant Step Forward 


‘THE action of our Home and Foreign 
Mission Societies, fully set forth 
elsewhere in this issue, marks one of 
the most significant forward move- 
ments yet made in our denominational 
progress. This is the culmination of 
many years of consideration and 
prayer. The result has not been 
reached rapidly or carelessly. But 
the belief of those who have taken the 
action is that they have been led by 
the Spirit of God in the conclusions 
reached and the plans of closer 
cooperation laid. That a_ unified 
presentation of the claims of the home 
and foreign fields, with one appor- 
tionment for each, will meet with the 
approval of the churches we do not 
for a moment doubt. No change so 
radical can be made without question 
and criticism and in some quarters 
dissent or prognostication of peril. 
Human nature is not built that way, 
and even divine grace cannot make 
immediate and entire conquest of 
the old Adam that is in all his de- 
scendants. But we are confident 
that as the plan is put into operation, 
and the beneficial consequences begin 
to appear, the consensus of favorable 
opinion will grow stronger and 
stronger until the wonder will be 
that this was not tried long before. 
Much space is given to this matter, 
but not too much; for no subject of 
equal importance has come up for 
many a day. The one thing to do, 
under the new plan, is to rally all the 
forces of the church to the raising of 
the united apportionments, with such 
a margin as shall make possible the 
advance called for by the Five Year 





Program. The point at which new 
life must be introduced is that of the 
groups of men in the churches, who 
need to take more active part in 
missionary effort and to emulate the 
women who have too long been left 
to do the stimulating and effective 


work in the local churches. If the 
laymen can be brought to organize, 
as proposed, and take hold of the 
great task in Christian earnest, we 
shall indeed see a new day in our 
denominational purpose and power. 
The challenge of the united ap- 
portionment is to the men — whether 
they will play the part of men in 
such an hour as this. We believe 
they will. Meanwhile, all honor and 
credit to the leaders of our great mis- 
sionary societies who have brought 
about this delightful unity of pro- 
gram and spirit, and led in a new and 
better way. ‘This is the enlightened 
and voluntary and hence effective 
unity in service as in aim. 


te 


The Sustaining Presence 


N the supreme spiritual crisis 
through which we are passing, in 
common with the other great nations, 
we are thrown back upon our deepest 
need — the consciousness of the pres- 
ence of God. This alone can sustain 
our faith and stimulate our wills. 
If God be for us, who can be against 
us? If God be with us, who can cause 
us to fear? 

Nor is this meant in any narrow 
conception. We do not appeal to a 
tribal deity, asking him to bless us and 
crush our enemies. We wish to have 
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no consciousness of a god who is par- 
tial and who shows favoritism. Leave 
that to those who can stultify them- 
selves with hypocrisy, and find favor 
for whatever inhumanity they may 
devise. 

Our faith is in the Eternal Father, 
whose purpose is of good to all his 
children who will love and obey Him, 
and thereby make it possible for Him 
to dwell with them. This Father of 
our spirits is righteous altogether, 
loving and merciful but just, and with 
Him is all ultimate power. We can 
trust Him implicitly. And when we 
have learned to “ practice the presence 
of God,” we have gained the secret of 
strength and peace— the peace that 
the world can neither give nor take 
away. 

If we live in the consciousness of 
the presence of God, we can meet 
unmoved the attacks made upon our 
souls by the evil forces that are seeking 
to destroy civilization and discredit 
Christianity. The ultimate triumph 
of right and righteousness is certain. 

ae 
Increase of Illiteracy 

A writer in “ World’s Work” calls 
attention to the significant increase 
in illiteracy among the white immi- 
grants of the North and West, pre- 
senting facts that support stronglythe 
view of those who advocated the 
reading test in the present immigra- 
tion law. Illiterates, as he says, are 
not Arabic numerals applied to Latin 
derivatives, but human beings who 
are part of our social organism, voters 
in our democracy, citizens whose 
welfare affects our lives. His figures 
show increase of illiteracy thru im- 
migration in New England and the 
Middle States, and in Illinois, Ne- 
braska, North Dakota, Montana, 
Wyoming, Colorado, New Mexico, 
Arizona, Utah, Nevada, California 
and Washington. While these states 
have added to their burden of illit- 
eracy, the southern states have re- 
duced the proportion of illiteracy by 
25%, and reduced the number of 
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illiterate Negroes by a million, not- 
withstanding the increase of Negro 
population by that number in the 
same decade. Every class of illiter- 
ates has decreased except that of the 
foreign-born, brought here primarily 
to provide cheap labor. The results 
are apparent in all the great labor 
centers and in the mining districts, 
where strikes and _ semi-anarchistic 
sentiments are prolific. There is no 
doubt as to the soundness of this 
writer’s contention that illiteracy is a 
serious condition, giving rise to dan- 
gerous economic, social and political 
tendencies in American life. With it 
goes lack of manual and mental skill, 
ignorance of American ideals, sus- 
ceptibility to appeals to superstition, 
fanaticism and violence. 

To meet the situation, it is suggested 
that the work of the immigrant 
medical inspectors should be amplified, 
so as to prevent the entrance of mental 
defectives; and after admission the 
most effective means would be com- 
pulsory public day and night school 
classes to provide requisite elementary 
schooling and teaching of English 
and training for citizenship. In this 
line missionary effort can render most 
helpful service, just as the mission 
schools in the South are largely re- 
sponsible for the decrease of illiteracy 
among the Negroes, who have not 
had a fair provision in the public 


schools. 
ap 


Japan’s Friendly Action 

When the American Ambassador to 
Japan, George Wilkins Guthrie, died in 
Tokyo, where for four years he had 
served most acceptably, the Japanese 
Emperor wrote President Wilson, offer- 
ing a Japanese warship to convoy the 
Ambassador’s remains to the United 
States. The offer was highly appre- 
ciated and accepted, and the exchange 
of courtesies cannot fail to strengthen 
the bonds of friendship at this particu- 
lar time. The Japanese government 
has lost no opportunity to show its 
regard for us and its desire to maintain 
the best relations. 
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{ Henry L. Morehouse fell on sleep, May 5, 
1917. Tributes to his worth and work will 
appear in the July issue of MISSIONS. Death 
came to him according to his desire — sud- 
denly and painlessly. 

“Well done, good and faithful servant, 
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 


{ Thirty thousand English saloons are 
probably to be closed under the government 
restrictions limiting the manufacture of 
beer to ten million barrels. Our govern- 
ment ought immediately to commandeer 
all the grain we raise and allow none of it 
to go into the manufacture of liquors. 
When the people are asked to be careful, 
and to plant in all places available in 
order to secure a food supply, it is strange 
if the brewers and distillers cannot be 
compelled to do some of the sacrificing. 
Let us have national prohibition during the 
war; and also take over the grain supply — 
then we shall have the beginnings of a new 
country. It is the unwillingness of the 
English to give up their drink that has 
made their ultimate part in the war 
problematical. President Wilson ought 
not to hesitate to ask our people to be 
patriotic enough to stand for prohibition 
as a war measure. Once tried, the people 
will never go back to the old order. A 
temperate nation would be invincible. 


] When Edward Everett Hale once ad- 
vised a young minister to be tough but not 
grow hard, he knew the nice distinction 
between the words he used; he also knew 
what the young man would have to meet 
and the peril of it. When endurance com- 
bines with sympathy results are sure. 


{ “ The Educational Review,” a quarterly 
published by the China Christian Educa- 
tional Association in Shanghai, gave eleven 
pages of one issue to Shanghai Baptist 
College, with excellent illustrations and a 
large map of its campus and buildings. 
The article says in closing: “The growth 
of the institution in the various ways in 


which it contributes to the building up of 
the kingdom of God in China is a matter of 
profound gratitude to God. In these few 
years of work the fruitage has not been 
great in quantity, but it has been of high 
quality, which is a matter for rejoicing. 
And in future years, as the instruction is 
continued, the one aim and ideal will be to 
build up the students into the measure of 
the stature of the fulness of Christ — an 
ideal which is contained in four characters 
engraved on the recently adopted college 
seal: Truth, Righteousness, Diligence and 
Love.” This is the school which, as Dr. 
Eubank loves to remind us, is situated in 
the gateway of China. 


Q The trip which Dr. and Mrs. A. H. 
Strong made during the last year to the 
Far East, and which included visits to 
many of our foreign missions, was the 
occasion of great interest and helpfulness 
to the missionaries who had the privilege 
of enjoying their society. Arriving in 
San Francisco in April, they will remain 
some time in Southern California. 


§ A southern pastor took a hundred lay- 
men with him to a Baptist Laymen’s 
Missionary Convention, and it is reported 
that one of these laymen agreed that 
hereafter he would support six missionaries 
on the foreign field. How about the other 
ninety-and-nine? 


{ Efficiency expert and efficient execu- 
tive are by no means synonymous terms. 
No word is more in danger of being over- 
worked than the word efficiency. In 
Christian work especially it is simply fatal 
to forget the emotional element. Senti- 
ment must be harnessed to service, not 
set aside as valueless. Conviction evi- 


' dences itself in contribution, awakened 
feeling in increased offering. Only the spir- 
itually minded, who know by experience 
the power of prayer, can be really efficiency 
experts in missionary and church affairs. 
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4 A Missionary Conference of great im- 
portance and interest is in progress at 
Newton Centre as we go to press. Duly 
accredited representatives from all the 
mission fields are in attendance, and the 
problems of missionary administration 
are up for frank discussion. We shall 
have a report on the more important 
points which are of general interest in a 
later issue. It is doubtful whether a 
more resultful conference has been held 
by the foreign missionaries. 


| The churches have been gaining faster 
in numbers than the population, our 
religious statistician tells us, and we are 
informed that church members or com- 
municants in the United States now 
number over forty millions by seventeen 
thousand. But how about the other 
sixty millions? Plenty of room _ for 
church expansion yet. 


q Inter-America is a new magazine pub- 
lished in the interest of closer relations 
and better understanding with the 
Spanish-speaking Republics of America. 
It is to be in Spanish one month and in 
English the next, and is published under 
the auspices of the Carnegie Endowment 
for International Peace, whose chief 
object is to cultivate friendly feelings 
between the inhabitants of different 
countries through the diffusion of knowl- 
edge. This magazine, it is believed, will 
help to overcome the barrier of language. 
The initial number is in Spanish and is 
valuable in content. It will certainly 
stimulate our Spanish studies. Try it. 
Doubleday, Page & Co., are the pub- 
lishers, at 80 cents a year for six num- 
bers (either Spanish or English), $1.50 
for the twelve numbers. 


{| The Home Mission Board has sent to 
President Carranza, now duly inducted 
head of the Mexican Republic, a state- 
ment relative to the principles and posi- 
tion of the Baptists, requesting him to 
prevent the unintentional but serious 
harm that may be wrought by the new 
constitution which sequesters all proper- 
ties of churches and schools, giving right 
to use them for religious purposes only 
under government license, and requiring 
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all teachers and preachers of religion to 
be native Mexican citizens from now on. 
Because of the far-reaching results which 
such provisions would have upon all 
our religious and educational work for 
the benefit of the Mexican people, the 
Board asks careful consideration by him 
of the principles, methods and relations 
of the Baptist groups everywhere. It 
is one of the best statements of de- 
nominational belief and polity we know, 
and it should be printed and widely 
circulated by the Home Mission Society. 
The arguments for not cutting off the 
American missionaries is clearly put and 
doubtless will have consideration. Modi- 
fication or adjustment is asked for, so that 
right may be had as of old to own, 
control, sell or exchange property for 
purposes of worship, school or hospital, 
subject to reasonable restriction; also 
to use in the work competent Baptists 
of all nationalities as teachers, doctors or 
clergymen. Of course the new constitu- 
tion was framed to prevent future 
property acquisitions and control by the 
Catholic Church and to make sure that 
the former conditions of ecclesiastical 
domination in the state should not be 
possible. The Baptists would be the 
last to do anything that would open the 
door again to the hierarchy that so long 
tyrannized over Mexico. 


No personal significance or insignificance 
can spare one or another of us. The fiery 
trial through which we are passing will 
light us down in honor or dishonor to the 
latest generation. . . . We shall nobly save, 
or meanly lose, the last, best hope of earth. — 
Abraham Lincoln. 


q “* Every year of delay adds new obstacles 
to the missionary task.” So writes Rev. 
M. L. Orchard of the Canadian Baptist 
mission in India, emphasizing the need of 
new workers. True of every mission field. 


q The John D. Slater Fund in 1916 put 
$20,500 into training schools, summer 
schools and extension work for Negroes in 
the South. It shows its confidence in the 
Home Mission Schools by appropriating 
about $8,900 for teachers’ salaries, Spelman 
and Shaw each receiving $2,000 of this. 
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The Way of the Gods 


BY MAUD J. ELMORE 


III 


‘THE great week came at last. For eight 

days the Brahmans were feasted and 
processions occurred every day down the 
public streets and to the various temples. 
The crowds had returned to their villages 
and the priest was considered the real head 
of the family. The men worshipped him 
or the idol, as he directed, before they left 
their house in the morning and must needs 
salute him first when they returned. 
Ravenchendriah secretly rebelled. He had 
long since lost his faith in priests in general 
and in present day Hinduism. When he 
was older and retired he expected to study 
the sacred Vedas — the eternal truth — for 
himself. Brahmans felt this way in 
general and abhorred the present degener- 
ate Kali-yuga cycle. 

Kamala was so young and beautiful 
and so very earnest and faithful the new 
priest became intensely interested and 
soon divined her secret and. then enjoyed 
to the full his power over her. He re- 
quired that she bring her offerings alone 
and the very last one. He was tall and 
manly-looking and all the women were 
jealous of the extra attention he gave 
Kamala. 

Kamala was afraid of him. He was 
very free with her and kept her near him 
ministering to him for long hours at a 
time. If she objected the least bit, one 
reference to her secret would make her 
his suppliant. 


“Where is Kamala?” asked Raven- 


chendriah as he came home hurriedly in 
the middle of the afternoon with a severe 
sun-headache. 

“‘ Worshiping the priest,” replied one of 
the women. 

“Rascal,” muttered the lawyer, 


who 


was just in the frame of mind to resent this 
middle of the afternoon worship. He 
went at once to the priest’s room and 
threw open the door. The priest was 
sleeping soundly on a mat in front of the 
idol and Kamala was fanning him. 

“ Kamala, go to your room and remain 
until I come,” said the angry lawyer, and 
then turning to the priest he said, “‘ You are 
over-stepping your position. Never call 
my wife in here alone again.” 

The frightened women were standing 
near and saw and heard all. A priest 
does not easily accept commands. He sat 
up and looked at the lawyer with his cold 
black eyes and set, inscrutable face, and 
lifting one hand pronounced a terrible 
curse: 

“Like a tree struck by lightning may 
Agni, the fire-god, attend to Ravenchen- 
driah from the very roots.” 

The priest locked his door shut. The 
women were too frightened to speak, 
Ravenchendriah’s mother fainted, All was 
uproar and confusion. He could hardly 
resist sending the priest away and telling 
all he knew of the hypocritical priests. 
It was a wild idea. All the caste people in 
the town as well as nearly every member 
in his household would sympathize with 
the priest. He would not only be ostra- 
cised, but his life would hardly be safe 
even in his own home. He was powerless. 
He decided to take a business trip for ten 
days and let the women get cooled down 
again. 

“Kamala, plan an extra elaborate 
offering to whatever god you will and I 
will accompany you,” said the busy, 
worried lawyer, feeling something must be 
done to reinstate himself, as even after 
ten days, his own mother and his wife 
regarded him with fear and constraint. 
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““ Wisdom has come to him soon,” said 
the glad priest when he heard the good 
news. 

“Swamy, it is your holy influence 
amongst us,” answered Kamala, “ but 
O blessed Swamy, will you remove the 
curse from him? Can you counteract it?” 
pleaded Kamala. 

** Never fear, I will remove it,” said the 
wicked priest. 

The lawyer’s first day of vacation was 
agreed to be the auspicious day for the 
worship of the gods. The family priest 
had refused to even attempt to propitiate 
the gods in the family temple. There 
was a temple to Kali, dedicated to offended 
deities, situated in a lonely place in the 
hills five miles distant. The lawyer and 
his wife must come there alone at the 
auspicious hour, five o’clock in the after- 
noon. The preparations were extensive, 
and carried out in detail according to the 
priest’s minute orders. The lawyer re- 
belled at the uselessness of it all, but if the 
family thereby were to get into smooth 
working order again and the women at 
peace concerning him, it was after all a 
cheap, harmless effort. 

Finally the flowers, food and cloths — 
the presents for the priests— for three 
priests were to be honored at this important 
ceremony — were all packed.in the ox- 
cart and husband and wife were on their 
way. The sun was setting even on the 
mountain top when they reached the 
temple. It was now nearly seven. The 
chief priest helped them arrange their 
offerings, and then the family priest called 
Kamala into a side room and locked the 
door. The other two priests went toward 
a little door in the rear of the idol and told 
the lawyer to precede them down stairs. 
It was dark but he could see a dim light 
beyond. It was useless to hesitate about 
going, as they could force him, and so he 
quickly went down the steps. - Grotesque 
idols lined the walls of the room. In the 
center of the room were five braziers of 
burning charcoal. He understood now. 
The curse was to be fulfilled. He was to 
be burned in the name of the fire-god, 
Agni, on the five sacred parts of the body. 

The family priest came down the steps 
and smiled wickedly at his victim. They 
went to their work at once without a word. 
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They asked him to sit down in front of 
one.of the larger idols, a hideous one that 
had a skull in its hand. They straight- 
ened his feet out in front of him and then 
drawing two braziers near, and each one 
with a tong in his hand, while with their 
own hands they held his limbs firmly, 
they began to lift out the burning coals. 
They screamed and yelled 
and groaned as they finally grovelled before 
the lawyer. He had suspected foul play 
and had brought a revolver with him. 
He had waited until the critical moment 
in order to know the depths of their cruelty, 
and also hoping that the curse might re- 
bound upon the family priest, whom he 
justly hated. He aimed at the brazier 
near him and the scattered coals had 
burned them all more or less, but the family 
priest had fallen on a mass of coals and 
he was now suffering intensely. The 
lawyer made them march up the stairs 
ahead of him and unlock the door, where 
Kamala had been detained. She was 
nervous and had been crying alone in the 
dark room. 

“These wolves in sheep’s clothing, 
these fiends, they would have burned my 
arms and feet and head but that I sus- 
pected their deviltry and brought a pistol 
to the service of the gods! ! Blasphemy!!! 
We will have no further use for a family 
priest in our home, at least for this one,” 
said the lawyer proudly. 

“Perchance you will make a widow’s 
son your priest, since you have made 
Ragamma’s son your heir,” said the mean 
priest, who was ready to stoop to anything 
to humiliate this man, who had twice 
humiliated him. 

Kamala screamed and fell into a misera- 
ble huddle on the floor. Ravenchendriah 
knew then it was true. He was hurt to 
the quick. He was undone. 

All the way home Kamala moaned. 
She did not dare to speak to her husband. 
She would jump into the well that night. 

Ravenchendriah could hardly think 
straight. He could see now how it all 
came about. “Poor Kamala,” he said, 
“T can’t blame her. Krishnaswamy is 
almost three years old, and the apple of 
my eye. This is what has made my wife 
so faithful to the priests in spite of my 
orders. I see it all now.” 
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“ Kamala,” he said after he had thought 
it all out, “do not cry any more. I shall 
not take another wife. I will legally adopt 
this Ragamma’s son as my own. We will 
do away with a family priest for awhile, 
until we can really find a good one.” 
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And thus in one more Indian home the 
bonds of superstition and caste that bind 
the nation as a helpless captive to her 
greedy and unscrupulous priests were 
secretly weakened. One more household 
prepared to turn to the study of Christian- 
ity by the breakdown of their own faith. 


THE END 


Summary of Our Foreign-Speaking Work 
BY SUPERINTENDENT C. A. BROOKS 


IN intelligible interpretation 
of the gospel is the only 
solution of the problem of 
our foreign-speaking peo- 
This includes -edu- 







animated and directed by the spirit of ser- 
vice, as well as the evangelistic message. 
Providentially our Baptist denomination 
has been led to undertake a large propor- 
tion of this work. We are now ministering 
in twenty-five different languages. There 
are now more than 77,000 foreign-speaking 
Baptist church members in the territory 
of the Home Mission Society, and their 
churches reported over 4,000 baptisms 
last year. We have developed a fine body 
of earnest and self-reliant Baptists among 
the older German and Scandinavian immi- 
grants with whom we have been at work 
over fifty years. 

Our missionary problem is acute among 
the newer immigration. In some of these 
groups we are the only evangelical denomi- 
nation doing missionary work. This is 
true of the Rumanians, and practically so 
of the Letts, Slovenians and Croatians. 
Among the Russians and Poles we have 
more mission work than any other evangeli- 
cal body. We have met with marked suc- 
cess in our work among the Bohemians, 
Hungarians and Italians. Other evangeli- 
cal denominations are also doing some 
excellent work among these people. Our 


greatest opportunity at present is repre- 
sented by our work among the various 
Slav groups, and with the Hungarians and 
Rumanians. 

As the Bohemians and Slovaks use the 
same Bible, we consider them as a unit, and 


include the Croatians and Slovenians with 
them naturally. Our work among this 
group is represented by 22 churches and 
missions with 1,045 members, reporting 
125 baptisms. Over 1,000,000 Bohemians 
were admitted to this country between 
1899 and 1910. There are over 500,000 
Bohemians in Cook County, Illinois. The 
great centers of Bohemian influence are 
New York, Chicago, Cleveland, Detroit, 
and a large number of rural communities 
almost exclusively Bohemian. 

Our missionary work among the Polish 
group (another of the Slav peoples) covers 
14 churches and missions with 752 mem- 
bers, reporting 66 baptisms last year. 
There were over 949,000 Poles admitted to 
the United States between 1899 and 1910. 
The great centers of Polish influence are 
New York, Cleveland, Chicago, Mil- 
waukee, Buffalo, Philadelphia and Toledo. 
We have one Polish Church with over 300 
members in a rural community in Wiscon- 
sin. 

Our work among the Russian group 
(including Letts, Ruthenians and Lithu- 
anians, as well as Great Russians) has 20 
missions and churches. It is impossible to 
say how many Baptists we have among 
them, as they are very much scattered, and 
not well organized. The great centers of 
Russian influence in this country are New 
York, Cleveland, Philadelphia, Chicago, 
Pittsburgh, Scranton, San Francisco, Los 
Angeles, Seattle, Buffalo and Detroit. 
There are also large rural communities in 
the Northwest almost wholly Russian. It 
is impossible to make an accurate state- 
ment as to the Russian element of our 
population, inasmuch as the census reports 
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include the Jews from Russia, but the repre- 
sentatives of the Slav races from Russia 
are here in large numbers. 

Our work among the Hungarians is 
represented by 35 churches and missions, 
with 863 members, reporting 192 baptisms 
last year. The great centers of Hungarian 
influence in this country are Cleveland, 
New York, Buffalo, Pittsburgh, Chicago, 
and Philadelphia. ‘There were 175,000 
Hungarians admitted to the United States 
between 1899 and 1910. It is estimated 
that there are over 500,000 in the United 
States. 

Among the Rumanians we have 24 mis- 
sions and churches with 681 members, re- 
porting 148 baptisms last year. The cen- 
ters of Rumanian population are Detroit, 


Cleveland, Cincinnati, Akron, Youngs- 
town, Chicago and Philadelphia. -There 
were 82,000 Rumanians admitted to the 
United States between 1899 and 1910. 

Our Italian missionary work includes 60 
missions and churches, with something 
over 2,000 members, reporting 500 baptisms 
last year. There are upward of 1,500,000 
Italians in the United States. New York 
City is the great center of Italian life, and 
there is hardly an urban community in the 
United States without its quota of Italians. 

While we are doing something, as the 
report above indicates, yet we have scarcely 
made a beginning, and the task is great 
before us. That we may see the work in 
its true relations, and our Christian obli- 
gation, should be our prayer. 














The man with the shovel in the wide fields of the West where the soil is rich and the preachers 


are few. 
put to work increasing the food supply. 


This is the place for the surplus unemployed men in the great cities who should be 
Intensive farming and intensive home mission work 


should combine to make the wilderness blossom as the rose. 
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A Pageant on ‘‘World Missions and World Peace”’ 
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Scene 4. Mohammedan Invasion. 





Mohammed surrounded by his soldiers who crossed swords 


over him, while six nations of Southern Europe and Africa vowed allegiance and then all 


intoned the Mohammedan pzan of victory. 


It was perfectly done. 


No one could forget this 


influence over the early church. Photograph kindly sent by Rev. W. T. Elmore. 


A Brilliant Pageant 

Our illustration presents one feature of 
a most interesting and helpful application 
of the popular pageant idea as given at 
Hamilton, New York. Mrs. Caroline 
Atwater Mason’s ‘‘ World Missions and 
World Peace” had been the subject of 
study by a large and interested group under 


the leadership of the pastor’s wife, Mrs. 


W. T. Elmore. With the book as a basis, 
she arranged scenes which exemplify the 
course of Christian history, bringing in 
many of the striking features which are to 
be found especially in relation to Christian 
missions. This was Mrs. Elmore’s chief 
aim. A correspondent says that, as given 
in Hamilton, nearly 200 different persons 
appeared on the platform, and while 
only two rehearsals were given, such was 
the efficiency of Mrs. Elmore as director 
and the intelligent interest of all concerned 


that the whole program of three hours was 
gone through with scarcely a slip. It was 
not given directly to raise money, as the 
needed funds are regularly raised by 
direct contributionsin the Hamilton church; 
yet nearly $100 was given that evening 
as a free-will offering. Doubtless Mrs. 
Elmore would be glad to arrange for the 
use of her program of scenes and the text of 
the speeches, in whole or in part, if it was 
desired to use the pageant elsewhere, and 
by a careful choice of scenes an effective 
program could be arranged with a much 
smaller number of persons. Both by this 
pageant and by a similar pageant entitled 
“The King’s Highway,” arranged by Mrs. 
Elmore on the basis of Mrs. Montgomery’s 
book of that name and given last year, it 
is certain that the interest of many of the 
Hamilton people has been deepened and 
stimulated. 
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* 
A Missionary Cottage 


The Janvier Cottage at No. 1 South 
Portland Avenue, Ventnor, N. J., has been 
secured for the summer by a number of 
Baptists who realize that God’s faithful 
servants coming home on furlough need 
a place in which to recuperate. The cot- 
tage will be occupied in June by Rev. 
L. C. Smith of Nellore, South India; 
July, by Mr. Frank Rawlingson of China; 
August, by Dr. N. North Brown of Nan- 
king; September, by Rev. L. C. Hylbert of 
Ningpo, China; and in the winter months 
by Rev. J. B. Clark of Kinhwa, China. 
Calls from friends visiting Atlantic City 
will be gladly welcomed. It has been sug- 
gested that Baptists might well own this 
cottage and keep it at the disposal of mis- 
sionaries. Mrs. W. B. Shumway, Bryn 
Mawr, Pa., is chairman of a committee of 
interested persons. 


{Remember the Summer Conferences’ 


There are nearlyfa score of summer 
conferences and assemblies and mission- 
ary summer schools announced for this 


year, from California to Maine. For the 
list, with dates and names of persons to 
write to, and interesting information, 
send for the leaflet, “The Lure of the 
Summer Conference,” to the Missionary 
Education Department, 23 E. 26th Street, 
New York. 


The Great American Problem 


When one studies the subject, we think 
the conclusion reached is apt to be that 
expressed in the following statement by 
Mrs. H. J. Bailey, Home Director of 
Omaha Association for the W. A. B. H. M. 
S.: 

I have been studying the immigrant 
question for some time, and I do believe 
that it is the great American problem. 
It is the problem for Christians, and it is 
the problem of the Woman’s Home Mis- 
sion Society. The immigrant is a tre- 
mendous force in our land and is growing 


more forceful. ‘‘ What is to be the nature 
of his influence?” is the question that 
confronts us. I believe that if all our 
women gave this matter serious thought 
and study, and connected it with the 
work of the Woman’s Home Mission So- 
ciety, there would be no financial problems 
worrying the officers in Chicago. 


The Great Revival in Lawrence 


Rev. Ariel Bellondi, Italian missionary 
in Lawrence, sends a most interesting ac- 
count of the remarkable revival conducted 
in that city by Dr. Biederwolf for six weeks, 
beginning Feb. 18. A pine tabernacle 
seating 7,000 people, in addition to a 
chorus choir of 1,200, was erected for the 
meetings, which were held daily. Dr. 
Beiderwolf belongs to the best type of 
evangelist, and preaches the gospel power- 
fully and effectively without adopting 
sensational methods of questionable char- 
acter. He attracted the people by his 
sincerity and conviction and the pungency 
of his preaching, and all classes of people 
were reached. The Italians, for example, 
came out on a Sunday afternoon to the 
number of between seven and eight hun- 
dred, formed a parade, sang hymns in their 
own tongue, and were addressed by Dr. 
Biederwolf first, and then in Italian by 
Dr. Brown of New York. Nearly 200 
responded to the appeal to confess Christ, 
and. Mr. Bellondi has already received 
many of them for church membership. 
*‘T never saw anything like it,” he says; 
“these meetings have revolutionized my 
heart and mind. God saves men through 
men.” There was a great international 
meeting, with all the different nationalities 
represented. Special days attracted many, 
and the influence of the campaign is felt in 
all parts of Lawrence, while its results to 
the churches have been marked. The 
effect upon the Italians brings it directly — 
into the missionary sphere, and we wish 
space permitted us to give the missionary’s 
glowing account in full. 
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The Tracing of a Wiser Hand 
Whatever turn the path may take to left or 


right, 
I think it follows 
The tracing of a wiser Hand, through dark and 
light, 
Across the hills and in the shady hollows. 


I only know that every day brings good above 
My poor deserving; 

I only feel that on the road of life true Love 
Is leading me along and never swerving. 


Whatever gifts the hours bestow, or great or 
small, 
I would not measure 
As worth a certain price in praise, but take them 
all 
And use them all, 
pleasure. 


with simple, heartfelt 


—Henry van Dyke. 
ik 


The Spiritual Vision 


I reckon that the sufferings of this present 
time are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory that shall be revealed in us.... 
While we look not at the things which are 
seen, but at the things which are not seen: 
for the things which are seen are temporal; : but 
the things which are not seen are eternal. — 
Romans v111. 18; 2 Corinthians 19. 18. 


- 0h 
Seeing the Invisible 


Spiritual blindness is one of the pathetic 
facts of human life. Recall those fine 
words of Mrs. Browning in “ Aurora 


Leigh ” (remarkable poem by a woman half © 


a century ahead of her time): 


** Earth’s crammed with heaven, 
And every common bush afire with God; 
But only he-who sees, takes off his shoes, 
The rest sit round it, plucking blackberries.” 


God in his world, filling it with wonder 
and glory, yet the masses blind to it, intent 
upon their selfish littleness and content 
‘with plucking blackberries! 
trasts, sadly true to life. 

But the one who sees, what of him? 
Moses saw and stopped, and God made him 


Cutting con- 


leader of men, one of the greatest — states- 
man, law-giver, prophet. Moses was the 
saviour of his people because he saw the 
invisible and obeyed the divine inspiration. 
He sought to impart the vision to the 
people. Long afterwards Paul saw, and 
says he was not disobedient unto the 
heavenly vision that transformed his life 
and made him leader of the Christian host 
that is now without number. It was his 
mission also to impart. 

This is the mission of every seer — to 
seek to impart the vision to others. Glori- 
ous purpose it is — to try to get people to 
open their spiritual eyes and see, see the 
glory of the world of service, this widening 
horizon of intellectual and spiritual life. 
To teach the young people of the world 
“The Moral Obligation to be Intelligent ” 
(to quote the significant title of a book 
worth reading); that it is a shame if not a 
crime to be a mental and moral dwarf 
when one can be a full-grown personality, 
reaching unto the fulness of the stature of 
character in Christ; that it is a wrong 
against God and man to be ignorant and 
weak when one might be intelligent and 
strong; that capacities exercised develop 
new powers; that the boy who sees be- 
comes the man who achieves; that sight 
is the prerequisite to possession and pur- 
pose— what higher or nobler mission 
could there be than this? 

If there is one prayer more than another 
that we might well use, it is that prayer of 
the prophet Elisha for his young man, 
who had gone out early in the morning and 
seen to his dismay the enemy host sur- 
rounding the hill, — “ Lord, I pray thee, 
open his eyes that he may see.” And the 
Lord opened the eyes of the young man, 
and he saw — saw the chariots of fire and 
the horsemen of the Lord, saw the invisible 
forces that are mightier than all others — 
saw that presence of God with His servant 
which we all need to see in order that we 
may live confidently and faithfully and 


successfully. 
H. B. G. 
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WESTERN CANADA 


A Colporter’s Conversations 
BY HENRY E. SECOR 


Colporter and Sunday-School Missionary in Utah 


AS Colporter I have many interesting 

conversations with persons in my work 
from home to home. About 60% of the 
people of Utah are Mormons. There are 
120 towns and villages without a Christian 
church or Sunday-school of any de- 
nomination. 

One of the most interesting conversations 
occurred recently in the home of a woman 
of English birth, who was converted to 
Mormonism in England and came to Utah 
about eight years ago. In relating her 
experiences, she told of her conversion to 
the Mormon belief and said, ‘“‘ My hus- 
band made much sport of me. He scolded 
me, he ridiculed me, he did all he could to 
weaken my faith, but I held stedfast. 
Later he died and I came here.” 

I remarked, “‘ Some have told me that 
the lives of the missionaries and the 
things in the old country are quite different 
from what we find here.’ She. replied, 
“They certainly are different. Their 
preaching in England is of the best, and 
their lives are most exemplary. You 
can just see their goodness in their counte- 
nances, but when they return to Utah they 


lapse into their former lives, drinking, 
swearing, carousing, etc.” She continued, 
“T thought my faith was tried by the 
attitude and treatment of my husband 
when in England, but that was nothing in 
comparison with the test to which I was 
put when I saw the lives of the majority 
of the Mormon people, after I came here. 
A person, you know, is supposed to be in 
this country twelve months before going 
through the temple and participating in 
the temple ceremonies, but when I had 
been here three months a Mormon woman 
came to me and asked me why I did not 
go through the temple. I said, ‘I had not 
been here long enough.’ ‘Oh,’ she re- 
plied, ‘ the Bishop will give you a recom- 
mend, if you will go.’ I replied, ‘ Sister, 
I can’t do it.’ She asked why and I said, 
‘ Because if the temple is a Holy Place as 
it has been described to me, I can’t do 
it; my heart is not fit. When I came here 
I felt clean in heart and desire, but now I 
feel like a person having on a clean new 
garment who has met with an accident and 
has been covered with mud and filth.’” 

I inquired, ‘‘ Did association in the 
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Mormon Church here make you feel that 
way?” She said, “It certainly did.” 
{ asked, “Then why do you remain a 
member of the Church?” Her reply was, 
“* Because, although the majority fail to 
live godly lives, I believe in the divine 
recognition of the Church and remain 
because I believe in its principles. Yet,” 
she continued, “when I came to this 
country I brought a son with me whose 
life in the old country was clean and up- 
right. Soon after reaching Utah he came 
home drunk. I found him lying drunk on 
the doorway of a store, nearby.” ‘“ Do 
you consider this change in him was due to 
his associations here,” I asked. She 
said, “I find that the people who join 
the Church through conviction live more or 
less exemplary lives, while those born and 
raised in the faith have little regard for 
it.” Then followed these questions and 
answers. 

** Do you believe the younger generation 
is drifting away from the faith? ” 
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“There is no doubt about it.”’ 

“Do you think the conversions of 
Gentiles to Mormonism are as numerous 
as those drifting from the faith? ” 

** Not nearly so numerous.” 

There were many more interesting 
parts of this conversation I would like to 
relate, but I must conclude by stating 
that I tried quietly to sow some seed in 
her cultured mind and sincere heart, and 
prayed that she might eventually see the 
“true light.” Many other conversations 
fully corroborate her testimony. My 
heart almost sinks within me at times when 
I see the great need of work among these 
people, and my own responsibility. The 
seed must be sown now if we expect a 
harvest. 

Large quantities of the right kind of 
literature should be scattered throughout 
this state. The Mormon people have 
hearts and can be reached. Our Publica- 
tion Society is doing its best. Will you 
cooperate? 





Work on Puget Sound 


[_ARGE are the opportunities. Rev. 
Wilbur R. Howell, Captain of the 
Gospel Cruiser Robert G. Seymour, visits 
an Indian community near a branch of the 
Puget Sound. These people are searching 
for the light. They want to know God. 
Some time ago two young men from the 
tribe, who had practically known no reli- 
gious opportunities, began to read the 
Bible. They believed in it and wanted to 
follow its teachings. It seemed to them 
that they should be baptized, but they 
did not know the way. Following the 
Scripture’s teachings as best they knew, 
they went down to the shore of the Sound 
and after saying, “I baptize myself in 
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit,” they plunged be- 
neath the water, believing that they were 
following Christ’s teachings and example. 
Mr. Howell writes: ‘‘ How a missionary 
pastor is needed to follow up our work, so 
that we can devote our time to developing 
other fields of special promise. The saw 
mill companies are making extensive 
enlargements and improvements of their 
interests at several places, and I rejoice 


that we began our work here just as this 
new growth began. A great many families 
are settling in the new saw mill towns. 
Yesterday we held services at three places. 
At the Indian Village there were present 
one white man, eight adult Indians, and 
fourteen Indian children. The offering 
was $2.85. You may be interested to 
know that we do not take collections in 
our work, but we do receive offerings which 
the people lay upon a Bible placed con- 
veniently. Last Thursday we visited a 
new school district. There we found 
twenty-three boys and girls enrolled. 
Only two of them had ever attended any 
religious service before. 

In addition to the 400 volumes which we 
carry on the Seymour in our loan library, 
we have obtained six Sunday-school 
libraries from large churches where the 
books were not in use. We place these 
libraries with our new Mission Bible 
Schools for a few months and then ex- 
change them with other schools. It 
would do your soul good to see how eager 
the people are to get them. The boys and 
girls are especially interested in reading 
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them. What a splendid opportunity this 
is to teach them better things and to plant 
the seeds of righteousness and truth. 
We praise God for the privilege.” 

Mr. Howell, in going from place to 
place with his boat, is doing real con- 
structive Sunday-school work, in addition 
to the circulation of large quantities of 
Baptist and Christian literature. No 
work in pioneer districts can be of greater 
permanent value to the cause of Christ. 


oa 
Publication Society Work in Montana 


Rev. N. Wakeham conducted an effec- 
tive house to house work at Miles City, 
Montana; organized a Sunday-school, 
conducted prayer-meetings each week in 
his own house, and finally organized a 
Baptist church with 20 names on the 
charter membership list. There will be 
as many more soon. Miles City is a town 
of 8,000 people and an important centre. 
It is the county seat. 

The Chapel Car Emmanuel, with Rev. 
and Mrs. Blanchard, had fine meetings at 
Roundup. A new church of 21 members 
was organized and conversions were numer- 
ous. The State Convention own fine lots 
here. The city has near 5,000 people. 
It is also the county seat. The plan is to 
build a new edifice to cost around $5,500. 
Six months ago we did not know whether 
there were five Baptists in the town. 
It is the plan of the State Convention to 
place pastors at these two places. 


ih 


Chapel Car Work in Western Washington 


The work of Chapel Car “ Messenger 
of Peace,” in charge of Rev. Thos. R. Gale 
and wife, is being greatly blessed of God. 
They recently closed a three weeks’ work 
in a lumber town named Wilburton, when 
26 professed conversion. A small Union 
Sunday-school has been made Baptist 
and the group of believers placed under the 
watchcare of Brother Teale of Bellevue. 
Mr. Gale says: 

Renton is a mining town a few miles 
from Seattle. There are a number of 
Welsh people living here and a few of them 
in: the church. Preaching only Sunday 
evenings and Sunday-school in the morn- 
ing. The baptistry has not been in use for 
years. The Lord graciously blessed the 
Car work, with many souls confessing 
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Jesus and uniting with the church by 
baptism, experience and restoration. There 
were some interesting cases of conversion. 
One story is worth telling. An aged man 
named John Jones— eighty-three— was 
a young man in Wales when his father died, 
leaving him to support his mother and six 
brothers and sisters. The youngest girl 
was not strong, and the brother appren- 
ticed her to a dressmaker, who was a 
Baptist. In a little while the apprentice 
desired to confess Christ and be baptized. 
The mother was like Naaman, in a rage, 
and said, “ Do you think yourself better 
than your uncle, your grandfather, etc., 
who are good Methodists?” ‘The brother, 
however, said to the mother, “Is it not 
better to see her a Baptist than to turn 
her aside and join no church?” The 
mother reluctantly agreed to her baptism, 
and in later years rejoiced in the daughter’s 
stand for Christ. The daughter, coming to 
America married and had a daughter of 
her own, who followed the mother’s foot- 
steps and was baptized into the church; 
and when the Car was in Renton her 
daughter came forward and was later 
received as a candidate for baptism. 
There were the grandmother, daughter, ard 
granddaughter praising the Lord together. 

Now the brother—uncle and great- 
uncle respectively— had not been in 
church much for forty years. He became 
greatly interested in the Car’s service and 
admitted that he had been careless in 
church attendance owing to his not under- 
standing the English preaching, and also 
his eagerness to make money. His heart 
opened to the truth and I believe he is 
truly the Lord’s. He gave me $7 for the 
work and thanked us so earnestly for the 
comfort brought to him in the meeting. 

The “ Messenger of Peace” then went 
to Issequah, a mining town away in the 
hills from the haunts of men. There is a 
nice church property with parsonage, -the 
relics of past prosperity. The mines were 
shut down and the membership suffered 
considerably, leaving a few faithful but 
discouraged and exhausted members to 
keep the little Sunday-school together. 
They feel their only hope is in the Chapel 
Car. We started on Sunday and by Wed- 
nesday, the meetings were growing in 
interest and giving promise of a gracious 
work. The mines have been reopened, 
but the newcomers are mostly foreigners. 
The Methodist preacher and wife joined 
us in the meetings, and he publicly de- 
clared his hope for a revival was in the 
Chapel Car meetings. 
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STUDENTS AND TEACHERS OF THE RUSSIAN BIBLE INSTITUTE 


The Russian Bible Institute 
BY GILBERT N. BRINK, D.D: 


"THERE was born to the Baptists of the 

world on January 6, 1917, in the city 
of New York, a school of the Prophets. 
Its life was dedicated to the service of God 
in the training of Russians for Christian 
leadership of the Baptist hosts among 
their own people here or abroad. 

Though only in its first year’s work, it 
already has the goodly number of fifty- 
two regular students—and fine, manly 
fellows they are! On the first day of their 
coming, these students paid into the school 
treasury more than $1,700 in cash from 
their hard-earned savings— they are all 
poor boys—and smiled happily as they 
were admitted to membership. This giv- 
ing of themselves and all they had, and 
their evident joy in doing it, deeply im- 
pressed the hearts of all who saw it. 

The greatest part of their savings has 
already gone into this first year’s work. 
The vacation period will be all too short 
to earn the full amount needed for the 
coming year, and some of them will have 


to face the necessity of giving up their 
studies unless outside help is given. 
Missions’ readers may be interested in 
the names of these Russian students. 
Here are some of them: Cornelis Yur- 
zhits, Kusma Zhurbienko, Basil Peretiatko, 
Dimitri Rezkofsky, Viventy Grinivetsky, 
Klim Milaschenko, Ivan Svatoschik, Ivan 
Chertoff. 

It is hereby agreed that any person who 
can pronounce one of these names cor- 
rectly is entitled to subscribe twenty-five 
dollars, or more or less, as he may elect, 
to the Student Aid Fund of the Russian 
Bible Institute. One Hundred Dollars 
will provide for a student throughout the 
entire school year. 

The school has the following Board of 
Trustees: Rev. C. A. Brooks, Chairman; 
Dr. H. S. Potter, Secretary; Parker C. 
Palmer, Treasurer; Dr. R. S. MacArthur, 
Dr. L. A. Crandall, Rev. C. H. Sears, 
Dr. Gilbert N. Brink, Dr. J. F. Vichert, 
Dr. F. M. Goodchild, Rev. E. H. Dutton, 
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Rev. E. W. Husted, Dr. Frank A. Smith, 
Dr. Frederick Lent, Dr. H. J. White, 
Rev. William Fetler. 

These men are all deeply interested in 
the success of this school for the training 
of Christian leaders for the great Russian 
people, and will gladly answer any in- 
quiries concerning it. Our Home Mission 
Society too is greatly interested, and is in 
close cooperation with the Board of 
Trustees. It has assumed responsibility 
for a share of the necessary running ex- 
penses. But liberal gifts from friends 
who believe in the far-reaching signifi- 
cance of this work are needed to supple- 
ment the amounts thus far provided in 
order that the work may be carried on 
without a deficit at the end of the year. 

This newly-born school is under the 
fatherly guidance of Rev. William Fetler, 
the noted leader and pastor of the great 
“Dom Evangelica” in Petrograd, who 
came here exiled by the autocratic govern- 
ment of the Czars. Rev. Mr. Bokmulder 
of Boston and Rev. Mr. Muhonin of New 
York assist him in the classroom work, 
as well as with the details of the administra- 
tion of the school. 

At the dedicatory exercises Dr. Mac- 
Arthur said: “The establishment of 
this school here in New York is a marvelous 
answer to prayer. Five years ago in St. 
Petersburg, as it was then called, we 
prayed to our God that he would open the 
way for the establishment of a training 
school for the Russian Baptist ministry. 
And now in His own way and in His own 
_good time He has answered our prayer, and 
we are here dedicating the school for which 
we prayed.” 

Is it not something more than a mere 
coincidence, a mere chance happening; 
is it not indeed providential, that the 
opening of this democratic school for the 
training of Russian students in this demo- 
cratic country by one of the most demo- 
cratic bodies in the world should have oc- 
curred almost simultaneously with the 
throwing off by the Russian people of the 
yoke of autocracy, a yoke centuries old, 
and the establishing of a democracy for 
themselves?‘ For Russia, the great strong- 
hold of despotism, the breeding-place of 
anarchists, the home of intolerance, the 
land of the Czars, has become a democracy! 
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The people have said, ‘‘ We will have no 
more of it.” Bureaucracy has been driven 
out from its intrenched position and 
stripped of its power. The “ Czar of all the 
Russias ” has become simply Mr. Nicholas 
Romanoff, a prisoner of the State, and 
Russia, even Russia, has taken her place 

















REV. WILLIAM FETLER 


among the great democracies of the world. 
Clearly in our new school we are training 
leaders for a new day in that land! His- 
tory is being made fast these days. Let 
us as Baptists, whose age this is, do our 
full part in bringing in the Kingdom of 
God in Russia, as well as in our own land. 


a oP 


The teachings of Jesus are the supreme 
guide of human I:fe. 

When you set out to commend your 
gospel to men who don’t want it, there 
1s only one way to go about 1t— to 
do something for them that they will 
understand. — Dr. Grenfell. 

If we want great results we must 
concentrate. We must sink our dif- 
ferences and fall in humility at the 
feet of Christ, all of us united. — John 
R. Mott. 
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A PRileskies were not brighter than the 

smiles with which the delegates came 
to the ten district annual meetings. To 
begin with, the meetings were large and the 
delegatesmany. The year had been a good 
year and NO DEFICIT was written large in 
the reports. Good fellowship, good presid- 
ing, good reports and good courage for the 
future made a good combination. 

* * 


A district annual meeting is a good place 
to study the growth of our work. There 
are the ten district Boards with their 
more than 200 members actively engaged 
in shouldering the responsibility for the 
big task. There is the definite and de- 
tailed presentation of the budget, so that 
the women clearly know just how their 
money is spent. Then there is the fixing 
of responsibility. Each district knew 
exactly how it had discharged the portion 
of the total responsibility committed to 


it alone 
* * 


Increases on apportionment were the 
rule. Only one state had any considerable 
decrease. Many made notable increases. 
Read the tables in the annual report and 
see where your state stands. The in- 
crease in personal gifts was encouraging 
too, and that in the prayer league best of 
all. A study of the annual report will 
show which states have best promoted 
their best form of service. 


I wish I might have stories of human 
interest regarding these meetings and 
experiences. I never thought of New York 
as a state of vast distances, yet a secretary 
in a hamlet in the Adirondacks had to 
start Friday in order to reach Elmira 
Monday night in time for the meeting. 
The story of the little band of women in 
a hill village near Ithaca is a real document 
on efficiency in apportionment raising. 
They were in a church that had never 
succeeded in having a circle. Seven of 
them agreed to meet regularly for prayer 
and came faithfully, though the climb over 
the icy roads meant frostbitten feet for 
one of them one day. At the end this 
little group of women with faith and 
courage aglow were able to turn in nine 
dollars as their gift. 

* * 


I can hardly wait to hear your delighted 


‘ exclamations over the new edition of Our 


Work in the Orient. It is a report to sit 
down and read straight through for sheer 
interest. The many pictures, the pungent 
statistical summaries, the close-packed 
wealth of information, the letters from the 
field, the fine analysis, have the marks of 
Miss Prescott’s genius for presentation. 
I never knew so much to be given for ten 
cents, and I am hoping that many women 
will decide to present a copy to every 
woman in their circles, or, better still, to 
sell them. 
* * 

There are still six months of the year left 
in which to pray for our missionaries, 
so don’t delay to get a copy of our prayer 
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calendar — the beautiful Book of Remem- 
brance— for every praying woman in 
your church. While the remainder of 
the edition holds out it will be sold at the 
reduced price of 15 cents a copy. 


* * 


How does your garden grow? Are you 
practising missionary preparedness in tilling 
and planting and cultivation so that a 
plentiful crop will be assured at next 
harvesting? Leaving the missionary plan- 
ning to wait for six months makes poor, 
starved gardens. Won’t you, dear fellow 
workers, gather the women; pray until 
you see only the Master’s hand behind 
the apportionment; decide what you can 
do, and set out at once to gather in the 
full share of the women. This will leave 
you free to lift on the church apportion- 
ment later. You know the new plan 
means not less responsibility on the women, 
but an enlargement. As much money or 
more must go to our district treasurers as 
went last year, and besides we must work 
and pray and study and help to mobilize 
the whole church for the whole task. 


* * 


In the death of Mrs. Mary Barth, of 
Denver, Colorado, we have lost one of 
our sweetest spirits and most consecrated 
givers. Mrs. Barth was a helpless invalid 
for years, yet was the animating force for 
a whole group of exceptional missionary 
givers. Whenever any one came to her 
sick room she had an attractive, leaflet 
or book to give out, and thus interested 
scores of people in foreign missions. 

In her last letter to the publisher she 
said: “I am planning to raise the salaries 
of our three Bible women. If I pass over 
the river before the time comes to send the 
money, there will be some women to see to 
it and my husband has promised to see to 
it. Please send some more new boxes. 
I am trying to start a new Circle and I 
want to start them right. The boxes are 
so pretty I am sure the women will think 
it a pleasure to put money in them.” 

A little later came a letter from Mr. Barth 
enclosing the money for the Bible women, 
for Miss Page and Miss Zimmerman. This 
letter was written the day after Mrs. 
Barth’s death, in the first hours of his 
grief and loneliness. 
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Such homes are the best arguments for 
Christianity, such husbands and wives 
the sweetest evidences of Christ’s trans- 
forming power. A long life together and a 
close friendship in the Lord’s work — 
could any portion be better? 

* * 
One of the most encouraging features 


in this year’s work has been the growth of 
the prayer leagues. The new members 


‘have numbered 1,680, making an increase 


of from 723 members who signed the 
prayer pledge last year to 2,403 at present 
registered. East Central District leads 
with 694 enrolled, Atlantic comes next with 
608, and New York third with 379. The 
faithful and persistent exercise of the 
ministry of prayer would transform the 
missionary atmosphere in our churches. 


ODoOoooooOoooooo0o0o0o 


Reporter’s Notes on District Meetings 


April in Baptist Women’s Missionary 
parlance is not the month of fickle weather 
but of District Annual Meetings. The 
weather man has learned to be considerate 
of our needs, and chivalrously inter- 
sperses his April showers in such manner 
that they seldom dampen even the attire 
of missionary women. Long ago he learned 
that their ardor is weatherproof. This 
year the sun shone sufficiently to bring out 
the following high lights : 

Soutu Paciric District, April 10, 11, 
Berkeley, California, with 200 accredited, 
badged, voting delegates. Budget exceeded, 
splendid increase over last year’s giving. 
So realistic an impersonation of twelve 
missionaries whom District supports that 
it brought tears to many eyes, and greatly 
increased missionary knowledge and in- 
terest. Five missionaries present. W. 
W. G. session, a College Class Day, with 
Guild History, Prophecy, Song and Stunt, 
the latter a most original little playlet, 
“The Winning of Miss Philathea.” The 
Woman’s Banquet, presided over by Mrs. 
M. Grant Edmands. 

Cotumsia River, April 11, 12, Seattle, 
Washington. Fine attendance, deeply in- 
teresting sessions. One dramatic mo- 
ment. As the Treasurer begins sadly to 
read her report showing a small deficit, 
a secretary dashes down the aisle with a 
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belated check meeting just half the deficit, 
whereupon the meeting pauses while a 
whirlwind campaign right there and then 
raises the remaining half and more, and 
the Treasurer joyously concludes her 
report with “ Balance in the Treasury, 
$000.” That afternoon half an hour de- 
voted to a study of ‘‘ The Whole Task,” 
with the aid of the charts, a collection being 
first taken to carry the whole work for 
that period. Dr. Marion Farbar, a Dis- 
trict missionary present, who spoke im- 
pressively for India. A fine presentation 
by the Guild of “ The Spirit of Woman- 
hood.” 

Atiantic, April 12, 13, Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. Met in the wondrously 
beautiful First -Baptist Church. Budget 
exceeded, 500 Key Women reported. 
Delightful ‘ Called-to-the-Colors ” lunch- 
eon. Fine Guild banquet, truly spiritual 
in tone. Three missionaries present. Au- 
diences large. Splendid closing address 
from the pastor of the church. 

New York, April 17, 18, Elmira. 
Splendid attendance. Most interesting 
programs, very suggestive and stimulating. 
Workers’ Conference conducted by the 
W. W. G. secretaries of Eastern and West- 
ern New York. Delightful Woman’s ban- 
quet with short speeches from missionaries. 
An evening Guild program with addresses 
by Isabel Crawford on the Indians and 
Rev. Joseph Clark on the work in Africa. 

New Enctanp, April 17-19, New Haven, 
Connecticut. Fine program. Attendance 
small. Reception given by Mrs. Wm. 
Lyon Phelps at her charming home. A 
unique Guild program in which the Guild 
activities were depicted through photo- 
graphic processes, such as grouping, light- 
ing, focussing, developing, printing. Six 
missionaries present. Five candidates pre- 
sented and welcomed to the foreign field by 
our own dear Mrs. John L. Dearing; 
one of them going out under the auspices 
of the New England District. 

Nortuwest, April 17-20, Grand Forks, 
North Dakota. Large audiences and splen- 
did meetings, but no reports in detail. 

Central, April 25, 26, Peoria, Illinois. 
Budget exceeded, meetings enthusiastic. 
Program fine. 1,337 new recruits reported 
for the year, a large proportion of them 
from Missouri. Guild banquet followed 


by the presentation of their “ Representa- 
tives on the. Firing Line.” Fine Guild 
Conference. Impersonation of mission- 
aries supported by district. Three mis- 
sionaries present. Good story-hour for 
children. 

West CENTRAL, Omaha, Nebraska, and 
Rocky Mountain in Cheyenne, Wyoming. 
In progress as we go to press. 

East CENTRAL, to be held at Cleveland 
in connection with the Northern Baptist 
Convention. 


Quarterly Payments Again 


Father Time jogs on so fast it is hard 
for us to realize that this month rounds 
out our first quarter of the year 1917-8. 
Let us remember the good old adage, 
“well begun is half done,” and let us 
begin so well that we shall be at least | 
one quarter done by the end of this 
month. 

Also do not forget that it is not only 
the Woman’s Society but the whole 
church that must have one fourth of its 
apportionment in the treasury by June 
30. All that the men need is to be re- 
minded, so let us women rise at once 
to our new position of drum corps to 
sound the reveille calling the united 
Home Guard to its first financial duty 
of the year. 


A Real Want 


And isn’t it a sensible one? 

Miss Frances Tencate writes: I have 
a few wants for Helping Hand to supply: 
I want a lot of toys— perhaps some chil- 
dren would be pleased to send them — 
toys that can be used in our younger 
classes to give the children some idea of 
what is going on in the world: automobiles, 
engines, boats of all kinds, spinning wheels, 
air ships, cars, etc. Many of these things 
can be found in the ten-cent stores. This 
isa real need. Then we need kindergarten 
supplies of every kind: colored paper, 
crayons and yarns, scissors, beads, paste, 
moulding clay, etc. Supplies may be 
sent care of Miss Nellie G. Prescott, 
Ford Building, Boston, Mass. From there 
they will go out in a shipment for India 
and the donors will be notified of cost of 
carriage. 
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Snap-Shots Taken from the Annual Report of the Woman’s 
American Baptist Foreign Missionary Society 


The Board of Managers reports a year 
filled with many encouraging features. 
The goals of the Five Year Program, 
as well as the needs of the mission fields, 
were an incentive to progress. In 1915 
our reports indicated 105,157 Northern 
Baptist women and girls enlisted in 
foreign missions; in 1916 we counted 
125,419; this year 152,209. The ad- 
vance, numerical and financial, has been 
made possible by the united efforts 
of women in 4,216 of our churches, under 
the leadership of National and District 
Boards, and District, State and Associa- 
tion officers. At the meeting of the 
Board in Minneapolis last May, the fact 
that the Jubilee of the Woman’s Ameri- 
can Baptist Foreign Mission Society was 
coincident with the culmination of the 
Five Year Program, led,to the formation 
of a plan which linked these two events 
and made them mutually helpful. 


The Jubilee 


A Jubilee Recruiting Campaign was 
planned. The President of the Society 
and the Presidents of the Districts were 
organized into a Jubilee Commission 
with Mrs. Harriet Newell Jones as 
Promotion Secretary. All were “ called 
to the colors’; a threefold task was as- 
signed each woman for each of the five 
years prior to the Jubilee: to enlist a 
new member; to give or get a new per- 
sonal gift of at least two dollars, and to 
secure a new member for the League of 
Missionary Intercessors. Each woman 
who accomplishes this threefold task for 
each of the five years will become a 
Key-woman of the Golden Jubilee. 
Literature was prepared and _ special 
recruiting officers appointed. Of the 
first year, the Jubilee Promotion Secre- 
tary says: “A series of all-day Jubilee 
meetings was held in twelve cities. 
The program provided for seven ses- 
sions; a morning Prayer Service, a 
Workers’ Conference, a Luncheon with 
addresses, a Drawing Room meeting, 
a. Children’s Rally, a Sunday-school 
Supper, and an evening Mass Meeting, 


preceded in most of the cities by the 
Pageant, “The Spirit of Womanhood,” 
in which more than 60 young women 
were participants, while 3,712 women 
enjoyed the delightful luncheons; 1,322 
the Sunday-school. suppers. Only two or 
three Districts found their State Re- 
cruiting officers early. The year had 
almost fled when the last of the 35 were 
really commissioned for service. The 
late comers have been eager to make up 
for lost time and are planning on double 
duty for their brave Key-women during 
the second year in order to keep step 
with the onward march of the Five Year 
Plan. The figures for the year 1916-17 
are incomplete but include reports of 
459 captains, 1,014 Key-women, 2,016 
recruits, 456 extra gifts, 593 intercessors. 


World Wide Guild 


Miss Alma Noble, Executive Secre- 
tary reports most remarkable progress 
in the work of the Guild: “‘ A noticeable 
deepening of the spiritual life of the 
individual is apparent in the growing 
number who have decided to devote their 
lives to definite Christian service. Our 
first Guild representative on the foreign 
field, Miss Evalyn Camp of Minnesota, 
sailed for Japan last September, and our 
prayer is that next year we may report a 
definite number in preparation for definite 
missionary service. This year’s objective 
of 1,800 Young Women’s Societies is 
exceeded by 74. Of this number, 1,696 
are Guild Chapters. Last year 875 new 
Chapters were formed, this year 821. 
This seems satisfactory for the second 
year’s work which has lacked the stimu- 
lus of newness and the rush for a place 
among the five hundred Star Chapters. 
Fourteen States have exceeded their ob- 
jective for Young Women’s Societies in 
their enrollment of Guild Chapters. 
They are as follows: New Jersey ex- 
ceeded by 6, Illinois by 32, Missouri by 
11, Idaho by 1, Indiana by 9, West 
Virginia by 4, Minnesota by 11, Wis- 
consin by 3, Ohio by 7, California by 4, 
Wyoming by 2, Iowa by 26, Kansas by 
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12 and Nebraska by 27. Nebraska more 
than doubled her objective, which was 
20, her enrollment being 47. And yet 
there is room! The year’s work has been 
full of joy and these daughters of the 
King are going forward with a world 
wide vision and love to be worth while 
to Him.” 


Children’s World Crusade 


In the two goals of the Five Year 


Program which relate to the children’s 
work, we cannot report great progress. 
This is due, not to lack of interest on 
the part of our women, but to the im-. 
possibility of preparing the necessary 
material in time for last year’s work. 
Mrs. MacLeish presented her plan for 
this work to the Board last May, and it 
was adopted. Later, it was presented 
for adoption to the W. A. B. H. M. S., 
and still later to the committee on 
missionary training for boys, representing 
the General Societies. As a_ result, 
the plan, though a year in preparation, 
will combine the interests of Home and 
Foreign Missions, of both the Women’s 
and the General Societies. It is also 
planned with reference to the classifica- 
tion of children in Sunday-school. 


The Sunday-School 


Encouraging advance has been made 
in the study of Foreign Missions in the 
Sunday-school. The Tour: of Japan, 
with its beautiful charts and interesting 
Guide Books, was widely used, and served 
to develop a deeper interest in our 
nearest neighbor across the Pacific. 
The financial interest will be manifest 
in the next year’s receipts, as the offer- 
ings are gathered at Easter, which came 
this year in April. The number of Sun- 
day-schools reported is 2,233, more than 
twice as many as were reported two years 
ago. All who toured Japan are looking 
forward to a visit to Africa next winter. 


Publications 


In spite of the “ high cost of printing,” 
the Publication Department has not 
decreased the amount of material issued 
this past year. The steadily growing 
demands make it imperative that litera- 
ture of information and inspiration be 


furnished our constituency constantly, 
and in larger quantities than ever be- 
fore. The amount expended in printing 
of literature during 1916-17 exceeded 
that of the previous year by $2,000. 
There has been a most gratifying in- 
crease in the amount of material sold 
also. The gain in this department, 
however, cannot be estimated in dollars 
and cents. Our part is to sow the seed 
through the printed page, our harvest 
a well-informed constituency, equipped 
with literature needed for the successful 
carrying on of every phase of the great 
task. 


The Districts 


The enthusiasm which has been mani- 
fest in the work of the W. A. B. F. M. 
S. ever since its reorganization is due in 
large measure to the distribution of 
responsibility. Each of the ten Districts 
is not merely a geographical district; 
it is a vital part of the whole Society. 
Each has sent in a report of the year’s 
work, and all the way through the opti- 


.mistic note has been sounded. The 


growth of the prayer life is the best 
feature of the year. The enlistment 
of the states in the Prayer League shows 


-an increase this year of 1,680. There 


has been an almost universal gain in 
the amounts received on apportionments. 
New York, Massachusetts, Illinois, Ohio, 
and Pennsylvania made the largest gain, 
although these do not hold first place in 
the percentage of gain. (See annual 
report 1916-17 for complete table.) 
East Central District was the first to 
telegraph this year, as it was last, that 
the whole budget was raised. Atlantic 
followed swiftly. South Pacific did not 
need to telegraph, for its money was all 
paid in early enough so that a letter 
could bring the good news in leisurely 
calm. 


The Treasury 


The books show we have not only 
met our entire obligations for the year, 
but we have a balance in the treasury 


of $4,861.36. 


“Thanks be unto God who giveth us 
the victory ” 

















MISSIONS 


479 


How the Holding of the Ropes at Home has Supported and Strengthened 
the Work Abroad 


One Hundred Eighty-seven Missionaries 


These represent the great investment 
of life in our work on the foreign field. 
It seems a small number, 187 women 
out of 10,000 Baptist churches. They 
are scattered over six countries where 
we have mission work. As we count 
them and then think of those vast 
populations, we realize what a very small 
task we have attempted in this respect, 
and yet, as we consider and understand 
the kinds of work these women are doing, 
the currents they are setting in motion, 
the hundreds and thousands of women 
they are training, we shall not count it a 
small item, though we shall pray and 
strive that we may greatly increase this 
list of workers. We rejoice that every 
year more young women are coming to 
us; that we have on our lists more and 
better trained students who are looking 
forward to taking the places of those 
who must lay down the work, and to 
opening new work. I think perhaps we 
should be more encouraged if we could 
weigh our foreign missionaries instead of 
counting them, or if we could adopt a 
new method of counting, and where a 
woman is doing many forms of work we 
should count her three or five or six, or 
even ten. 


Forms of Work 
759 Village Schools. 
21 Kindergartens. 
237 Town or City Day Schools. 
105 Boarding and Day Schools. 
35,816 Pupils—20,612 Boys—14,426 Girls. 
864 Sunday Schools. 

The work for the children of the 
Orient is the most sacred and beautiful 
department entrusted to the care of 
Christian women. Out there in the 
blackness of heathenism and ignorance a 
little candle is lighted. Here is a boy or 
girl from a Christian school, able to 
read, with some idea of the great new 
faith, without even a primer or slate, 
but the work of education has begun. 
The flame grows brighter and clearer, 
and out from those little schools and 
Sunday-schools are to come _ future 


leaders who will receive further training 
and will redeem their people. 


3,566 Baptisms. 263 Bible Women. 


In the Bible Training Schools we have 
a specialized work for evangelization. 
The women ,are fitted to carry quickly 
and effectively, to suit the various needs, 
the simple message of salvation through 
Jesus Christ. Every teacher carries this 
message, but she must also carry a very 
heavy burden of secular work if she is 
to hold the standard of the school in 
her keeping. In the Bible School are 
those best fitted to take the training, 
sometimes women of little education, 
but of great spirit. They are being 
filled with the Truth and are taught 
how to fill others according to their 
measure. 

26 Hospitals and Dispensaries. 
67,836 Patients. 

Our medical work is far more than 
statistics can show. It reaches where 
words fail. Suffering women see “ Him 
in His seamless dress beside their beds 
of pain.” Life can never be quite so 
hard again after one has had the tender 
care and the great relief from suffering 
in our beautiful Christian hospitals. 
If the nurses and doctors spoke not one 
word, still the message would be under- 
stood. Nothing but love can explain 
the days and nights of service and sacri- 
fice within those walls. 

In cooperation with other denomina- 
tions we are interested in 

3 Union Colleges. 
3 Higher Grade Secondary Schools. 
2 Hospitals. 

Steady, definite work has been ac- 
complished in every department of the 
work and the reports show progress 
made, difficulties overcome, new op- 
portunities opened up and a marked 
deepening in the spiritual life. 


Patriotism for the Kingdom 


Our country in these days of war is 
learning a higher patriotism even than 
that of the “Spirit of Seventy-Six,” 
for we are today learning that freedem 
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and democracy are to be coveted, are 
worth living for and dying for, not only 
for ourselves and our own nation but 
for the world. Foreign Missions has 
ever fostered this world patriotism, this 
zeal for a world brotherhood of freedom. 
Men and women who have been zealous 
for foreign missions are world patriots. 
The Foreign Mission spirit makes us 
true citizens of our beloved United States 
of America. It will keep us true to our 
country through all her days of storm 
and stress. As our civic patriotism 
increases, so also may our patriotism for 
the Kingdom, “ Ye shall know the truth 
and the truth shall make you free.” 
“Go, ye, therefore, and teach all na- 
tions.” 

Mrs. W. A. Montcomery, President. 

Mrs. H. W. Peasopy, Foreign Vice- 

President. 
Mrs. AnprEw McLeisn, Home Ad- 


ministration Vice-President. 
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THE LORD’S REMEMBRANCERS 


The Reason 


Away in foreign lands, they wonder how 
Their simple words had power. 

At home, the gleaners, two or three, 
Had met to pray an hour. 


PRAY — 


That the members of our Prayer League 
may be greatly increased in numbers. 

That they may realize in new measure 
the power of prayer, 

That peace may come —a peace that 
shall mean good to all nations. 


Do You Realize It? 


“Do the people at home realize how much 
they can help us by their prayers, and by a letter 
now and then telling us they are praying for us? 
They can strengthen our faith; they can make 
us better able to do our work.” 

Ciare B. TINGLeEY. 
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Apportionments United 

Our chat this month is to be an im- 
portant one and upon quite a new sub- 
ject, so prepare to think closely while we 
consider the bearings upon our woman’s 
work of the newly developed plan to 
present to the churches one combined 
apportionment for Foreign Missions, in 
place of the two separate ones to which 
we have been accustomed; one for the 
A. B. F. M. S., and another for our 
Woman’s Foreign Mission Society. The 
reason for taking this step is that the 
work is one, and we want every Christian 
man and woman to see it in its entirety. 
We women have been accustomed to 
read and think of and work chiefly for 
the work of our own Society, paying 
little attention to-the larger work of the 
General Society, of which ours is a part. 
On the other hand, the men of the 
churches, even including many of the 
pastors, have known almost nothing of 


the work for women and children, funda- 
mental though it is. The two should 
never be thought of separately. Neither 
is complete without the other. Now we 
shall all see them united, as one great 
whole. 

The process of money-raising in use 
in the local church need not be changed 
if it has proved satisfactory. If you 
have been using the duplex envelopes, 
you can continue to do so. If the 
woman’s society in the church has been 
raising its money separately, that too 
may be continued. It is desirable that 
where convenient the money for the 
women’s work be sent to the proper 
District treasurer. It does not seriously 
matter, however, to which of the Foreign 
treasuries the money is sent, since the 
two national treasurers of A. B. F. M. S. 
and W. A. B. F. M. S. will each month 
adjust the receipts according to the 
percentages agreed upon between the 
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two societies. The one thing that is 
important in the local church is that in 
addition to the beneficence treasurer of 
the church, there should also be a 
treasurer of the woman’s fund, who will 
know what amount in the total appor- 
tionment is for the woman’s work, and 
will learn each month just what has been 
raised for Foreign Missions, and to what 
the woman’s percentage of it amounts. 

If this monthly receipt for the woman’s 
work is not sufficient to enable the 
treasurer to send in one fourth of the 
woman’s apportionment each quarter, 
the women have but one_ recourse. 
They must stimulate the whole church 
to larger giving; for since our portion of 
the receipts is an established percentage, 
we can increase our own receipts only 
as we increase the giving of the whole 
church. This is where the real difference 
in the new plan lies. We women who 
have done so splendidly for many years 
in building up the work of our own So- 
ciety, are now given a larger task. We 
are asked to help build up in the same 
fine way the foreign mission work of the 
entire denomination. It is always the 
reward of success in this world to have 
greater opportunity given. So let us not 
fear nor hesitate, dear women, but press 
on joyously to the larger task. 

We know the technique. For many 
years we have practiced: an every 
member canvass, involving a pledge from 
every man and woman; if not weekly 
giving in duplex envelopes, at least 
quarterly giving, with a careful checking 
up and looking after those who fail; 
sending in each quarter one fourth of the 
whole foreign mission apportionment of 
the church, for we must get each quar- 
ter’s money into the general treasury 
now, as well as into our woman’s trea- 
sury. 

The ratio which has been fixed upon 
is that which has actually existed for 
many years between the receipts of the 
two societies. It is 37 per cent. for the 
Woman’s Society, and 63 per cent. for the 
General Society. All receipts on ap- 
portionment from the churches will be 
divided according to this ratio unless 
the church gives other instructions. 

The above ratio appliesZonly to the 
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division of funds between the two Foreign 
Mission Societies. The ratio existing 
between the two Home Mission Societies 
is different and will be stated by them. 
A ratio for the division of undesignated 
funds between the two women’s societies 
has also been reached. That also. is 
based upon the ratio of the budgets to 
one another for a term of years, and is 
58 per cent. for the Woman’s Foreign 
Mission Society and 42 per cent. for the 
Woman’s Home Mission Society. No 
one of these ratios establishes anything 
new. Each of them is but a statement 
in figures of facts which have long ex- 
isted. They make no difference in the 
sum’s total. They do not apply to 
designated individual gifts, but will be 
used in establishing apportionments, and 
as a guide where division of undesignated 
money has to be made. 

Coupled with this plan for uniting 
apportionments is another looking toward 
a more intensive development of our 
territory at home for the support of the 
work abroad. The General Society will 
seek to find a group of laymen and 
ministers in each District who will 
cooperate with the District Board and 
officers in plans for intensifying the 
missionary interest throughout the 
churches. Thus we shall work helpfully 
and inspiringly together, burying any 
mere loyalty to Society in the deeper 
loyalty to our Lord Christ, and the com- 
ing on this earth of His Kingdom of 
peace and love. 


A Model Resolution 


Resolution passed by the Central Dis- 
trict of the A. B. F. M. S. at its annual 
meeting in Peoria, Illinois, April 26, 1917: 


Whereas, we have heard with joy the 
fact that the work of Foreign Missions is 
to be presented as a whole to the con- 
stituency of the Northern Baptist Conven- 
tion, and 

Whereas, we feel that the whole cause of 
missions will be thus furthered; 

Therefore be it resolved that, as a District 
organization and as individual women, we 
will not only do all in our power to see that 
the high standard reached by the women 
in the past be maintained, but we will feel 
an added responsibility in seeing that the 
whole church budget is raised. 
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Go . . and lo I am with you all the days. — Jesus Christ. 





After You Have Read a Magazine, Why 
Not Send It to Her? 

A delightful letter has just come from 
Nellie Yaba, the Christian Karen girl 
who made so many friends when she was 
in this country getting her education. 
She is all alone up at Papun— a frontier 
station. These are her wants in the way 
of periodicals; will any one who desires to 
send magazines to her please communi- 
cate first with me. Perhaps several will 
like to send money for the purpose. 

*“* Sometimes I feel just hungry for some 
magazines and periodicals. I have no 
one to talk to outside of my school and I 
have been reading the old magazines over 
and over again and am glad I have them 
with me. Missions is sent to me. A 
subscription to Modern Priscilla (formerly 
sent me) expired in December. I am 


’ hoping that the friend who has been send- 


ing me the Christian Herald will send it. 
For the past two years I have received 
only one magazine. If I could have one or 
two new ones it would be such a comfort.” 


oy 


An Appreciation 


The passing of Miss Elizabeth Lawrence, who died 
in Washington, D. C., March 3d, removes an honored 
and beloved missionary of the Woman’s Foreign 
Mission Society. Her first interest in missions came 
in,childhood through reading the story of Ann Hassel- 
tine Judson’s life in Burma. These impressions 
deepened with her years, and she wrote in connection 
with her church life in Worcester, ‘‘ Our pastor gave 
such interesting talks at the monthly missionary 
meetings, I felt the Spirit moving -me to give my life 
to that work.” This was two years before the or- 
ganization of the Woman’s Society. When that door 
was opened and a call came for a woman to teach 
English in an Eurasian school at Toungoo, Burma, 
she gladly offered herself for that position, was ac- 
cepted, and sailed in October, 1873. After three years 
she was transferred to a larger work in Moulmein, 
to assist Miss Higby in the Karen boarding-school. 
[It was said that these two women, not only in the 
school, but as they toured through the jungles, were 
willing t6 sacrifice everything, even life itself, for the 
Karens whom they loved. Miss Lawrence started the 
mission in Thatone, an outstation of Moulmein, also 
a school for training Bible women. After her second 
furlough she was associated with Mrs, Rose at Ahlone, 
Rangoon, in her Bible school of 60 Karen students. 
Later when there was need of help in the boarding- 
school at Maubin she shared the burdens with Miss 
Putnam, and her last years were spent in Tavoy, at 
another of our great Karen boarding-schools. After 
43 years of active service failing health and advancing 
years compelled her to resign, and in May, 1916, she 
returned to America. A missionary friend writes: 
‘* Miss Lawrence never missed an opportunity to help 
others. She was deeply appreciated by the natives 
with whom she labored, and the memory of her beauti- 
ful, unselfish life will be very precious to both mis- 
sionaries and native Christians in Burma. Her’s 
was a life patterned after Him who came ‘ not to be 
ministered unto but to minister.’ ” Ss. 


PUBLISHER’S NOTES 
BY FRANCES K. BURR 


Have you purchased the new foreign mission 
game? “Quid Quo” is the name. The Latin 
title just expresses it, because it tells what and 
where our work is and who some of our niissioa- 
aries are. We wanted to include ever su many 
more; in fact the game in its original form was 
just twice the present size, but it had to be con- 
densed on account of both the high cost of pub- 
lication and the length of time consumed in 
playing it. The work in many of our important 
stations in all our foreign mission fields and a 
large number of our missionaries are represented. 
Interesting facts and statistics are also given 
on the cards. Tobecome familiar with “ Quid 
Quo” is an easy and pleasant way to take a 
normal course in missions. ‘The price is 35 
cents. 

Don’t neglect to purchase a set of the Five 
Year Program posters, if your church is not 
already supplied. We still have a few more sets 
of the beautiful tinted Sunday-School Charts. 
These are just as valuable now as they were dur- 
ing the special Sunday-school mission period. 
Use them in your circle meetings or in your 
Sunday-school missionary talks. Both sets 
25c. each. 


Three new free leaflets: 


(a) Service and Sacrifice — A Little Argument 
with Myself. 

(b) The Sacrament of Giving 

These need no explanation, as the titles speak 
for themselves. They may be read as a part of 
the devotional service. 

(c) The True Story of a Japanese Nurse. 
Written by Miss Clara A. Converse. This is an 
interesting account of Hatsu Oguri, a student 
in our school at Kanagawa, who was one of the 
first five nurses sent from Japan when the war 
broke out in Europe. ‘a 

These leaflets may be obtained from Pub ca- 
tion Headquarters or from the District Litera- 
ture Bureaus. 

The Victory of Mary Christopher is not a 
new book, but is one which should be more ex- 
tensively read. It is a delightful little tithing 
story. Price in board cover, 15 cents or two 
copies for 25 cents. 

Autobiography of Mrs. Anna K. Scott, who for 
twenty-five years faithfully served the Society 
as a medical missionary to Swatow, South China 
Price $1. 

Korno Siga, the Mountain Chief. Price 75 
cents. An interesting account of life in Assam, 
by Mrs. Mildred Marston. 

Send to 450 East Thirtieth St., Chicago, for 
any or all of this material. 

Note: A little booklet has been prepared in 
memory of Mrs. A. M. Bacon, so long the be- 
loved and honored secretary and adviser of the 
Society of the West. We will be glad to send 
these booklets upon request. 
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CONDUCTED BY ALMA J. NOBLE 


The Second Year of Our World Wide Guild 


Last year at our annual meetings our 
World Wide Guild was presented as a 
healthy, growing child of seven months. 
was presented as a healthy, growing child 
of seven months. This year we have a 
large and flourishing Guild family whose 
daughters, represented by the 1,696, chap- 
ters, are to be found in every State in the 
Union, in Canada, in the Philippine Is- 
lands, India and Japan. Thus are they 
expressing the significance of their family 
name, World Wide Guild. 

The Mother of this distinguished family 
may justly be proud of her Worth While 
Girls, for they are honestly trying to carry 
out her every wish. One of the oldest 
daughters has been in the Philippine 
Islands a year and a half, and letters assure 
us that she is worthy the name she bears. 
Last fall we placed another in Moulton 
College, Toronto, and her picture appeared 
in February Missions. Early in January, 
word came of the first two to invade Japan, 
one at the Training School at Osaka and 
the other at Suraga Dai, Tokyo;and in 
April, a message came from another at 
Ongole, India. 

Looking well to the ways of her house- 
hold, the Mother of this great family 


provided a corps of Mother’s Helpers in. 


the persons of the Field and Executive 
Secretaries, and all the District and State 
Secretaries and Directors, without whose 
loyal cooperation the creditable record of 
the past year could not have been chroni- 
cled. Many of these are college girls, 
others teachers, and still others, young 
women of leisure, all bent on using their 
powers of leadership as “ Big Sisters ” to 
help other girls. 

The Field Secretary, Miss Crissman, has 
impressed her personality wherever she 
has gone, and the fine results in the West 
are due largely to her work in conjunction 


with the state officers. Her attendance 
at several summer conferences was of 
great value. 

At Minneapolis an informal Conference 
of Guild leaders was held with profit to 
all. Early in September a special W. W. 
G. Program, giving outlines for twelve 
meetings, was issued and proved so popular 
that it ran through two editions of five 
thousand each before the end of January. 
In February, a similar program was pre-_ 
pared, which promises to be equally valua- 
ble. 

A New Year’s Greeting in the form of a 
personal message from the Executive , 
Secretary was sent to every one of the 
1,495 Chapters then enrolled, and beauti- 
ful responses have been received. 

A Reading Contest was started October 
first to extend till June first, when special 
recognition will be given each chapter 
in which every member reads seven mission- 
ary books. The interest in this difficult 
task leads us to look for splendid results. 

The assignments of Specifics for Young 
Women of each State has proved a great 
stimulus, and impressed a feeling of 
responsibility to meet the obligation, and 
added personal interest in .particular mis- 
sionaries, schools and hospitals. The de- 
mand for pins, covenant cards, pencil 
sketches, plays and dialogs has increased 
perceptibly and indicates a healthy and | 
intelligent interest. A noticeable deepen- 
ing of the spiritual life of the individual is 
apparent in the growing number who have 
decided to devote their lives to definite 
Christian service. Our first Guild repre- 
sentative, Miss Evelyn Camp, Secretary 
for Minnesota, sailed for Japan last Sep- 
tember, and our prayer is that during the 
coming year we may send many recruits 
to the front. 

Too much praise cannot be given the 
State Secretaries who have worked hard to 
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reach their objectives. The results are as 
follows: 


This year’s objective of 1,800 Young 


Women’s Societies has been reached. Of 
this number 1,696 are Guild Chapters. 
Last year out of 1,200 Young Women’s 
Societies we had 875 Chapters, 325 not en- 
rolled as Guilds. This year, out of 1,800, 
there are 1,696 Chapters, and only 125 
not enrolled as Guilds. 

Last year 875 Chapters were filed, this 
year 821, which seems satisfactory for the 
second year, which lacked the stimulus 
of newness and the rush for a place among 
the five hundred Star Chapters. 

Fourteen States have exceeded their 
Objective for Young Women’s Societies 
in their enrolment of Guild Chapters. 
They are as follows: New Jersey exceeded 
by 6, Illinois 32, Missouri 11, Idaho 1, 
Indiana 9, West Virginia 4, Minnesota 11, 
Wisconsin 3, Ohio 7, California 4, Wyoming 
2, Iowa 26, Kansas 12, and Nebraska 27. 
Nebraska more than doubled its objective, 
which was 20, and enrolment 47. 

And yet there is room! 


207 Anderson Place, Buffalo, N. Y. 
The League of the Kindly Tongue 


“* Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth; 
keep the door of my lips.” 

Several times during the past year my 
attention has been called to The League 
of the Kindly Tongue, a movement to 
encourage kindly speech, instigated by 
Rev. Wm. D. Marsh, pastor of a Methodist 
church in Appleton, Wisconsin. I want 
to pass the idea on to every Worth While 
Girl. There is a positive and a negative 
side to it. Not only are we to refrain 
from speaking the unkind word that 
hurts and often stings, but we are to form 
the habit of speaking the encouraging, 
kind word that helps and stimulates and 
inspires. . 

The Member’s Purpose, as given in a 
leaflet by Dr. Marsh, is as follows: 

“IT purpose: To abstain from unkind 
speech, and, as often as possible, to speak 


* in the spirit of Christ, to stranger, friend, 


or kin, words of cheer, courage or counsel.” 


What do you say, girls? As many 
as wish to know more about this, and are 
willing to enter into this compact, write 
me at once, I wish I might hear from 
hundreds of you. 


If you are tempted to reveal 
A tale some one to you has told 
About another, make it pass, 
Before you speak, Three Gates of Gold. 


Those narrow gates — First, “‘ Is it true?” 
Then, “ Is it needful?” In your mind 
Give truthful answer. And the next 
Is last and narrowest, “ Is it kind? ” 


And if to reach your lips at last 
It passes through these gateways three, 
Then you may tell the tale, nor fear 
What the result of speech may be. 


Field Gleanings 


Students too are joining the ranks. 
Our Baptist girl at the Colorado State 
University at Boulder desires a chapter 
where they may better know each other 
and together study the work and needs of 
the denomination. ‘Twenty-six girls were 
present at the noon luncheon and meeting 
when the work of the World Wide Guild 


was presented. 


This unique invitation sent out by an 
up and doing country church at Mead, 
Nebraska, met a ready response: 


“Mrs. Bingham invites you one and all 
To a Kensington party and afternoon call 
On Miss ............ Of national fame; 

So come with a dime and be in the game 
Of spreading the praises of Christ our King. 
From ocean to ocean, oh, let them ring! 
Led by Worth While Girls — for such are ye, 
But by and by the leaders you’ll be.” 


Iowa continues to grow. In March, 
1916, 23 chapters were reported with a 
membership of about 300 girls. The 
books of March, 1917, close with a record 
of 75 chapters and a membership of over 
2,000 girls, and 20 of these enlisted for 
definite service. JIowa’s latest achieve- 
ment was a W. W..G. rally in the Washing- 
ton Association. The entire meeting was 
most helpful and inspiring and the girls 
are looking forward to another prosperous 
year. 

Chapter 1372, Old Cambridge, Ohio, 
reports its entire membership of 27 reading 
missionary books. 
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The gift record for 1917 is completed 
and each chapter has a new page to fill for 
1918. Let us make it our best. Begin 
right— make your budget—pay one 
fourth each quarter— be systematic in 
your giving! A Youngstown Chapter 
improves the quarterly payment plan by 
sending at the beginning of the quarter 
rather than at the close. Adopt the plan 
in your chapter, too. 


a? 


Wrestling with Giants! 


There is a hateful old giant stalking up 
and down the aisles of our churches and 
Sunday-schools, playing havoc with the 
hearts and minds of lots of girls we want 
to get into our Guild, and his name is 
** Indifference Don’t-care-for-missions Too- 
goody-for-me,” a long name and a horrid 
one! It’s high time we whacked him in 
the head, and I have a charmingly lady- 
like weapon for your use,. whether you wish 
to start a new chapter or revive a languish- 
ing one. 

** All the world loves a lover,” and 
quite by chance last summer I stumbled 
on an entrancing book called ‘“ Love 
Stories of Great Missionaries” (by Belle 
Brain, 25 cents, published by Fleming H. 
Revell, 156 Fifth Ave., New York), full 
of delectable stories and sure to make any 
meeting really fun. You see, you can 
play each chapter like “‘ Consequences,” 
assigning each of the parts beforehand 
and giving out cute wedding-bell note- 
books, so that the game can be written 
down as it progresses. 1. His Name 
(and a bit about him). 2. Her Name 
(and tit-bits about her). 3. Where They 
Met. 4. What He Said (in proposing, of 
course; isn’t this getting intimate)? 5. 
What She Said (oh, my dear! how could 
she?) 6. What the World Said (they’re 
a lot of busybodies, but “ All the world 
loves a lover” just the same!) and 7. 
Consequences (what they accomplished in 
Burma, or China, or wherever. their fields 
were. This last topic will need extra 
reading and perhaps two girls could take it. 
For instance, the first couple are Adoniram 
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and Ann Judson, and “Ann of Ava” 
could be reviewed by these two girls. 
In the case of less well-known persons, 
present-day conditions on their fields 
can be given from “ Oriental Gardens ” 
or Missions). At each meeting I would 
play the wedding march and have a wed- 
ding cake, — just an ordinary cake iced 
in white. Then with a paint-brush dipped 
in chocolate icing print the couple’s name 
across the top, and the country where 
they worked. 

But this is really putting the cart before 
the horse, because I would suggest a 
wedding: supper as a _ self-starter! A 
few of the Cheerfully Hopeful girls will 
help you: one will concentrate on the 
supper, getting an adult class to serve it 
for 25 cents; another will see to preparing 
cute engagement-ring tickets to the sup- 
per, made from a 3-inch circle of white 
cardboard with a gold band around the 
outer edge and a solitaire projecting out- 
side the circle. On the space inside write: 
“Your engagement for June is hereby 
announced. Our wedding supper will . 
take place then at 6.30. Tickets 25 cents. 
Admit one.” A third girl will make a 
poster, either an enormous wedding 
ring or a bride and groom, announcing 
date and adding these lines: 


“ And best of all a wedding cake 
(We promise it will be no fake!) 
For baked inside there will be rings 
And lots of other funny things.” 


A church calendar notice should tell in 
detail about “ the young girl in our church 
about to be married to a sprightly youth 
of national fame. A charming supper 
will be served after the ceremony, and the 
ushers will respond to short toasts. The 
couple will settle in (your town) and will 
be at home to their friends next month — 
(date of next meeting).” This really 
ought to jar the wretched giant a bit! 
The toastmaster will be the husband, Mr. 
W. W. Guild, an interested humorous 
girl, and the ushers will give the toasts. 
The bride, Miss (First Baptist) Church 
will represent the girls of the church, and 
her bridesmaids will be key-girls picked 
out, one from each Sunday-school class, 
for the purpose of eventually winning 
others. Amusing toast topics would be: 
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‘* Proposals” (how Mr. W. W. Guild 
finally won Miss Church, and what they 
propose to do this year). ‘“ Mittens” 
(why I got rejected in the past, and why 
it won’t happen again). “ Our Wedding 
Journey”’ (a honeymoon around the 
world to countries where these mission- 
aries live). “ At Home” (dates to save 
for future meetings, etc). 

Two churches I know are using this 
plan most successfully, and indifferent 
girls have become entirely thrilled over 
Love Stories. Hoping you can have the 
same result, cordially yours, 

MarcareT APPLEGARTH. 


Last Word ‘on Our Reading Contest 


The W. W. G. Commission has decided 
on the special recognition to be given every 
chapter meeting the conditions of the 
W. W. G. National Reading Contest. It 
is to be a picture of Hofmann’s Head of 
Christ which may be framed by the 
individual chapter and hung in the room 
where you meet! 

Very Important! Every chapter qualify- 
ing for this picture (see my article on an- 
other page) is to report immediately after 
June 1 to Miss Alma J. Noble, 207 Ander- 
son Place, Buffalo, N. Y. 


First Two Chapters in Japan 


The following letter was received from 
Miss Evalyn Camp, our W. W. G. Mis- 
sionary who went to Japan in September: 


Dear Miss NosteE: 

Banzai! (hurrah!) I am sending request 
for registration of the first two W. W. G. 
in Japan, one at Osaka and one at Suraga 
Dai. At Osaka Miss Danielson’s girls, 
who are all graduates of the school, were 
also there and belong to the chapter. 
Nakaji San presided, opening the meeting 
with prayer, Scripture reading and a song. 
Then I talked to the girls and she acted as 
interpreter. The girls are to study Bap- 
tist Missions all over the world with Miss 
Danielson as leader. ‘The following officers 
were elected: President, Miss Danielson; 
Vice-President, Murota San; _ Secretary, 
Tsuji San; Treasurer, Abe San. After 
the meeting the girls gave a program of 
stunts. I have seen many clever things 
at home but nothing that ever surpassed 
this. We laughed, and laughed, and then 
laughed some more. Then they served 


tea and cakes, we had a jolly social time, 
and before separating a song and prayer. 
It was great joy to see these girls so full of 
fun that they can hardly contain them- 
selves, at the same time exhibiting a rare 
spirit of earnestness and devotion. 

The girls at Suraga Dai have had a 
missionary society for some time, but Miss 
Whitman was very glad to have them de- 
cide to link up with the Guild. They 
are tremendously in earnest and will do 
splendid work. Their officers are: Presi- 
dent, Takami San; Vice-President, Audo 
San; Secretary, Naemura San; Treasurer, 
Aizaira San. I have some more chapters 
up my sleeve and you will hear from them 
soon. I believe we could do no bigger 
thing for the Christian girls of Japan than 
to create a world-wide interest in the ex- 
tension of the Kingdom. Do pray for 
these first two chapters. Cordially, 


Evatyn Camp. 
10 Fukuro Machi, Tokyo, Japan. 


oy 


World Wide Guild ‘*Dr. Catherine Mabie 
Banquet”’ 


A sight that would gladden the heart of 
any person, and especially that of a mis- 
sionary, greeted Dr. Catherine Mabie of 
Congo, Africa, on the evening of the ban- 
quet given in her honor, at the First 
Baptist Church of Los Angeles. One 
hundred girls representing our four chapt- 
ers of the Word Wide Guild were standing 
at their places at the tables awaiting her 
entrance. Her thoughts must have taken 
her back to her entrance into Africa 
eighteen years ago, as the room was in 
almost total darkness. As she took her 
place at the table the girls sang sweet 
words of welcome to her: 


We’re glad to welcome Dr. Mabie — 
She’s from the Congo far away; 

Her deeds so thrilling, 

Our hearts are filling, 

With admiration strong today. 

We want to pledge you our assistance, 
Will rally round you, firm and true, 
Our best endeavor, 

We promise ever, 

So Dr. Mabie — HERE’s To you. 


Until this time only the small rays from 
the candles had lighted the room; but at 
the close of the song the electric lights with 
their much brighter rays again took us 
back to the thought of the wonderful light 
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of Christ which is now being given to the 
ignorant and sinful people of the Congo. 
This is all because Dr. Mabie was willing 
to sacrifice years of pleasure here for years 
of service for her Master among his people 
in the foreign land. 

Her work, like that of the sun, radiates 
in every direction, so the tables were 
arranged with this thought in mind, — 
one large round table representing the sun 
and the long tables extending from it the 
rays. Black and white were used in every 
way possible to carry out the idea of the 
Dark Continent, and several hundred red 
carnations to symbolize the blood of 
Christ. Each guest found at her plate 
a small map of Africa, showing Dr. Mabie’s 
station, also a carnation; a corsage bouquet 
of violets and freesias was given Dr. 
Mabie. 

After a most enjoyable dinner, served by 
the mothers, our charming toastmistress, 
Miss Eva M. Jessup, introduced the speak- 
ers. The toasts were: ‘“‘To Congo’s 
Millions,” by Miss Millicent Willis; ‘‘ To 
Congo’s Maimed,” by Miss Irene Howland; 
“To Congo’s Medico, Dr. Mabie,” by 
Miss Alice Oldham. In response we all 
listened with interest to Dr. Mabie as she 
related why she became a missionary and 
went to Africa. Her story of the every- 
day life of the natives, their occupations 
and customs gave us a much more intelli- 
gent idea of the people of the Congo. 
After two selections by a quartette of 
colored girls, we went in a body to the 
prayer-meeting service where our guest of 
honor again spoke to a large audience. 


Henrietta E. ScHopr tin, 
President of the “* Allois World Wide Guild.” 


kk 
One of Iowa’s W. W. G. Rallies 


The first rally of the World Wide Guild 
Chapters of the Washington Association 
was held with the Washington Church, 
April 6, 1917. The Washington Chapter 
had planned well, and besides having a 
nicely decorated assembly room and rest 
room, they had provided places for their 
guests to get their meals and to stay over 
night. The afternoon meeting began at 


2.30. After the address of welcome, and 
special music, Mrs. Boggess, state director, 
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gave an inspirational address, urging the 
girls to feel more responsibility for provid- 
ing for their two missionaries. She also 
led an informal conference in which dif- 
ferent Guild members asked about their 
special problems. 

At 7 came the banquet, with about 70 
young women present. Miss Carol Forgey 
acted as toastmistress and introduced 
the following speakers: Mrs. Welsh, on 
“The W. W. G.”; Mrs. Coon, “ Our 
Star,” telling of its meaning and our aim; 
Miss Maud McGuires, “Our Flower,” 
with a clever original poem; Miss Jean- 
nette Lemleys, “Our State Director.” 
After special music by members of the 
Keota Guild, the main address was given 
by Miss Nellie Lucas of Des Moines, a 
missionary from Moulmein, Burma, home 
on furlough. Part of her talk was about 
her work in Burma and the rest was of an 
inspirational character suited to the needs 
of the modern American girl. Then a 
toast was proposed to Miss Besse Jones, 
Associational Secretary, whose interest 
‘made possible a rally and whose untiring 
efforts helped to make it a success. Wash- 
ington Association has five Guild chapters 
and the Washington City Chapter is No. 
32, and the first one in Iowa to be affiliated 
with the National Movement. 

Caro. ForceEy. 


a 
A Good Program Bit 


‘“* Where are you going, my little maid?” 
“‘1’m going to World Wide Guild,” she said. 


‘“* And what may that be, my little maid? ” 
‘* A study of missions, my friend,” she said. 


“* What do you do there, my little maid? ” 
“*We’ve such good meetings, my friend,” she 
said. 


“‘ We sing and pray, and study, too, 
Of missionaries and what they do. 
Of all their needs in lands afar, 
Of where their stations, and who they are.” 


“ And is that all you do, little maid? ” 
“Oh, pray you, no, good friend,” she said. 


“ We follow a plan and bring our money 
To send to countries cold and sunny. 
In this great task we do our part 
To gladden and cheer the worker’s heart.” 


— From a New Jersey Chapter, 
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A Word for the Year that is Gone 
ANP thus did the Fortieth Chapter 

close! If you would read the facts of 
it, turn to the Story of the Year on the 
following pages. But if you would know 
the real meaning of it, look into Every- 
woman’s heart and see the love for home 
missions which is burning more brightly 
there, because in the Year of the Ruby 
she prayed more earnestly, did more 
courageously and gave more sacrificially. 
The Fortieth Year was great beyond the 
knowing. But its greatness lay not in 
what it accomplished, though that far 
outshone the brightest hopes for it, but 
in what it promises. The Ruby Year 
lights the road to the future. 


THE STORY OF ANOTHER FORTY YEARS 


Forty Years! The words themselves 
bring to mind that stirring story of an- 
other period of waiting and preparation. 
As one turns again to the Book of Joshua, 
one feels still fresh and inspiring the glory 
of that triumphal entry into the Promised 
Land. Those children of God were bade 
be “ strong and very courageous ” and to 
go in to “‘ possess the land.” One by one 
the cities were taken with the help of the 
Lord of Hosts and the enemies of God were 
driven forth. Thus was the Promised 
Land of old taken. 


** POSSESS THE LAND”’ 


In the old story of the entering of that 
fruitful land the lesson for the future was 
found. Today the women of America 
find themselves in possession of a heritage 
of forty years of preparation. As to the 
children of Israel after their forty years of 
waiting was given the task of entering 
Canaan, so to the women of America. today 


is given the task and privilege of possessing 
the land. 

And the Promised Land of the present? 
It is now and here, the America of today! 
On every side lie the cities of the enemy 
waiting to be taken in the name of the 
Master. From ocean to ocean, from 
Alaska to the islands of the sea, stretches 
the Promised Land of today. ‘To possess 
it for Christ — there is the great task for 
the future. Strength is given by the Lord 
of Hosts and the invincible weapon is 
prayer. 


THE CONQUEST PROGRAM 


Thus at the end of the Fortieth Year 
the Program for the Conquest of the Land 
took shape and grew to the bigness of a 
task. Never was a work more definitely 
laid out by God _ Never was the time more 
ripe for great efforts for America. To 
those who have been led for forty years in 
organized effort under the Woman’s 
American Baptist Home Mission Society 
the duty of enlisting for the campaign of 
the year is as clear as the commands of 


God. 
ADEQUATE EQUIPMENT FOR THE ARMY 


Those who attended the Convention 
heard plan after plan of the Conquest 
Program presented and discussed. For 
those who had not that privilege, adequate 
equipment has been prepared. There is 
a new walled City o° Jericho to serve as 
coin box; a new Pocket Edition Study by 
Mrs. Aitchison, The New Conquest of 
Canaan (2c.); a story for the World Wide 
Guild girls, The Fairy Tale of a Conquest; 
a valuable statistical chart on each district 
for every church; an explanation of the 
Conquest Program by Mrs. Ford; From 
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Ocean to Ocean, Edition of 1916-1917 
(15c.); a new set of programs on city 
missions by Mrs. Ford; pocket edition of 
JOSHUA (3c.); and a great deal of other 
supplementary material for programs, 
study classes, etc. 

All is in readiness for the campaign of the 
new year. Recruiting offices are open. 
Enlistment must follow. Success will 
surely crown the future when the cities are 
entered and the Promised Land possessed 
in the name of Christ. 


“ 


THE STORY OF THE YEAR 


THE YEAR OF THE CORONATION OF THE 
RUBY 


With the close of the present year the 
Woman’s American Baptist Home Mission 
Society turns the final page of the fortieth 
chapter of its history. And of all chapters 
the fortieth is most thrilling! 

Because in the calendar of weddings 
the ruby is the token of forty years of 
union, and because, too, the ruby is the 
symbol of sacrifice, the past year was called 
the year of the Coronation of the Ruby. 
One of the most interesting features of the 
celebration was the backward look for 
which the year gave an opportunity. A 
few statistics may illuminate and visualize 
the progress of the years: 

1877 1917 


No. of Mission Stations. . 3 190 


No. of Missionaries..... 5 318 
Amount Money Raised.. $4,089.85 $293,845.83 


Periop FRoM 1877 To 1917 


Total No. Missionaries .......... 1,618 
Total Amount of Money Raised... $4,659,591.30 
No. graduates B.M.T.S........... 739 


To celebrate fittingly this fortieth an- 
niversary, the Board arranged a series of 
banquets to be held in more than forty 
cities during the month of February. A 
special progr m was outlined and ar- 
rangements were made for a missionary and 
a board member to speak at each banquet. 
As a definite aim of the celebration the 
Society asked the constituency to raise 
through personal gifts $40,000.00, the 
unapportioned part of the year’s budget. 
This was to be used for five objectives: 


the building of a hostel in Rio Piedras, 
Porto Rico, school buildings in El Sal- 
vador, new Fireside School headquarters in 
memory of Sister Moore, the first Christian 
Center and the Rest Fund for Sick Mis- 
sionaries. Among these was divided the 
final amount received, $43,828.13. From 
every side the reports indicate a deepening 
of interest in home mission fields and a wide 
spiritual vision of sacrifice and service. 
In the achieving of all of its aims the Ruby 
Anniversary was inspiringly successful. 


RELATIONS WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 


This year has brought the Society more 
closely in touch with other denominational 
and interdenominational organizations; and 
through these interrelationships has been 
caught the vision of a larger and more 
complete missionary enterprise. 

Under the conduct of the Department 
of Missionary Education, the Sunday- 
schools journeyed to Latin-American 
countries to study “home missions in 
action” there. There were tickets, stories, 
charts and maps to facilitate and illuminate 
this interesting trip, which began in October 
and culminated in a Christmas program. 

Under the direction of the Council of 
Women for Home Missions the study books, 
Old Spain in New America, for women, 
Children of the Light House, by Dr. Charles 
L. White, for Juniors, and From Plaza, 
Patio and Palm, by Eva Clark Waid, also 
for Juniors, have been issued and widely 
studied and read. Under the same organ- 
ization interdenominational summer schools 
of missions have been held in many centers 
throughout the land. 

The Committee on Cooperation in 
Latin America has been rounding out the 
work outlined at the Panama Congress 
and the various regional conferences. 
The valuable reports of these meetings 
have been published and are worthy of the 
widest circulation. At the annual meeting 
of the Committee held in January an im- 
portant step was taken in providing for an 
Educational Secretary and an Editorial 
Secretary for the development of the work. 
A Regional Conference was held in Mexico 
with good result, and it is anticipated 
that some helpful problems confronting the 
workers in that country may be solved, 
although the unsettled condition of Mexico 
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prevents the societies from deciding on 
permanent policies. 

The Society has been represented at the 
various summer schools, conferences and 
Baptist assemblies and has continued to 
cooperate with the American Baptist 
Publication Society in sending a representa- 
tive to assist in the Institutes which it has 
held in various cities. 


WORK AMONG YOUNG WOMEN 


The World Wide Guild, launched so 
successfully a year ago, has continued its 
voyage of popularity and good works. 
The Executivé Secretary, Miss Alma Noble, 
has been busy enrolling and corresponding 
with the chapters, and the Field Secretary, 
Miss Helen Crissman, has visited the 
young women in several states, encourag- 
ing, organizing and holding up the vision 
of the world’s need. The State Directors 
for Young Women have also been bearing 
their share of the responsibility toward the 
enlistment of the young women in the 
states. At the close of the year 1,696 chap- 
ters were enrolled. 

In consultation with the Woman’s 
Foreign Society, plans have been made to 
place a greater emphasis on the College 
Counselors who aim to come in touch with 
and hold Baptist girls during their stu- 
dent days. The appointment of a State 
College Counselor for each state has been 
recommended, the State Counselor to 
correlate the work in the various schools 
and colleges and to secure college counsel- 
ors for each school. 


NEW PLANS FOR JUNIOR WORK 


At last the plans for children’s work, 
covering both home and foreign missions 
and long in solution, have crystalized into 
definite form. The babies will be called 
** Jewels ”’ and will have an attractive gift 
box of their own. The older children will 
be organized under the colors of the Cru- 
sades. Those from three to nine will be 
called “Heralds” and those from nine 
to twelve ‘‘ Crusaders.” A handbook for 
leaders has been published, together with 
attractive gift envelopes. 


NEW DISTRICT PLANS 


When, in 1909, the two Women’s Home 
Mission societies united, the territory 


was divided into four districts with district 
secretaries. Almost from the very be- 
ginning of the plan it was apparent that 
this division made the districts too large 
and placed too great a burden on the 
district secretaries. For two or three 
years a redistricting has been under con- 
sideration. Immediately after the an- 
nual meeting in May, the Organization 
Committee began to plan for the necessary 
changes, at first intending to divide the 
three larger districts into two— Middle, 
Middle West and Pacific Coast, making, 
with New England, seven districts. Further 
study revealed the fact that it would 
simplify these changes in the minds of the 
women as a whole if the districts were 
made coincident with the boundaries of the 
Woman’s American Baptist Foreign Mis- 
sion Society. Finding upon consultation 
that the officers of the Woman’s Foreign 
Society heartily concurred in the suggested 
plan, the new plan of redistricting has been 
approved by our board and will go into 
effect at once. 


THE STORY THE FIGURES TELL 


It is particularly gratifying that the 
year of 1916-17 has been a banner year in 
the financial history of the society, since 
it marks the fortieth anniversary of its 
organization. 

The small deficit with which the year 
began was almost entirely raised before 
the annual meeting in May. ‘The plans of 
the Five Year Program added a 15 per cent. 
increase to be secured from the churches 
and from individuals. The budget for 
the year was $265,000, of which amount 
$201,557 was to be apportioned to the 
states; about $3,000 less than this amount 
was really apportioned to the churches. 

The total receipts from all sources are 
$293,845.83, which is $55,402.94 more 
than the receipts of the preceding year. 
The receipts on apportionment are $187,- 
715.55, a small increase of $9,422.54 over 
the previous year and $13,841.45 less than 
the expected advance. Receipts from lega- 
cies are $37,084.35, an increaseof $10,065.91 
over last year, and $17,863.35 more than 
anticipated in the budget. The receipts 
from individuals and in specific gifts ex- 
ceeded the amounts estimated in the 
budget by a considerable sum, because of 
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the special fortieth anniversary celebration, 
which included an effort to secure the entire 
amount of $40,000 needed from these two 
sources to raise the entire budget. This 
Ruby Anniversary Gift as stated above 
amounted to $43,893.13. Is it any wonder 
that the Society is praising God with a 
joyful sound for the record of this Ruby 


Year? 


IN MEMORIAM 


It is with the deepest sorrow and regret 
that the Woman’s American Baptist Home 
Mission Society records the death of the 
following valued workers: Miss Joanna P. 
Moore, Mrs. Harriet Duggins, Mrs. Rosa 
B. Fuller, Miss Esther Thacker and Mrs. 


Emily A. Spencer. 
OF THINGS ORGANIZATIONAL 


One of the new developments in the 
organization of the Society is the formation 
of a cooperating council in each state; 
this consists of five to seven women who 
work with the state directors in the promo- 
tion of home mission interests. Councils 
have been formed in a number of states 
which had no similar organization giving 
helpful assistance. 

A total of 6,145 auxiliaries are reported, 
of which 3,868 are woman’s societies, 1,767 
young women’s societies, 510 children’s 
organizations. 


ON THE INDIAN FIELDS 


Among the Indians the field work has 
progressed as usual. A new house was 
built at Saddle Mountain. Lucius Aitsan, 
the native pastor there, had the privilege of 
baptizing a number of Kiowas into the 
church. Christian Hopi Indians have been 
writing in their own language gospel songs 
which the missionary has copied for them. 
Miss Crawford has been busy carrying the 
gospel message to the Indians of New 
York state, where the need is great. At 
Lodge Grass and Wyola the educational 
and field work in the day schools has 
continued as usual. At Bacone Uni- 
versity a larger number has been enrolled 
this year than ever before in the history of 
the school. During the year thirty of the 
students have been baptized and every 
girl in the dormitory is a professed Chris- 
tian. 


NEGRO SCHOOLS 


There has been an exodus of such large 
numbers of Negroes from the rural and 
village communities of the south this year 
that the numbers among which the mis- 
sionaries labored have been sadly depleted. 
This may account for the increased demand 
for missionary work among the Negroes in 
the cities, at such Christian centers as 
the Hudson Avenue Center in Brooklyn, 
the Center in Washington, D. C., the Sun- 
shine Center in Louisville and the Spelman 
Community. Gradually the number of 
white workers in the south is growing less 
as colored workers are trained for the work. 

In many reports from the large boarding 
schools there is a hint of the difficulties of 
the increased cost of supplies without the 
increase in the rates for board. Just as 
the year closed the Board purchased an 
additional and greatly needed hundred feet 
of ground on either side of the road adjoin- 
ing the campus of Mather School. At the 
annual meeting of the trustees of Spelman 
Seminary a very happy announcement was 
made through the General Education 
Board, of the gift of two new buildings, one 
a large building where all industrial classes 
may be held, and the other a building for 
the nurses’ home in connection with the 
MacVicar Hospital. At Hartshorn Me- 
morial College the President, Dr. Rigler, 
is studying the needs of the students to 
which Hartshorn ministers, and is adapting 
its curriculum to meet the demands of a 
well-equipped girls’ school. 


FOREIGN POPULATIONS 


This work with its growing numbers of 
people and its insistent demands seems to 
be of the greatest importance. The 
largest increase of new missionary appoint- 
ments has been among the Italians in 
Millburn, New Jersey, Philadelphia, Penn- 
sylvania, and among the Slavs in Bridge- 
port, Connecticut, Detroit, Michigan and 
Binghamton, New York. 


CITY MISSIONS 


It is not always easy to distinguish be- 
tween city mission work and that among 
foreigners, as the same heading may in- 
clude both. 

Those who have studied the conditions of 
San Francisco realize that there is no field 
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in all the country more needy. Under 
the direction of the state board, plans for 
reaching out among the foreign-speaking 
peoples have been outlined for intensive 
work in connection with the Tabernacle 
Church. Two missionaries have been sent 
to this field. A very interesting cosmopoli- 
tan work is being developed in Fresno, Cali- 
fornia, among the Mexicans, Chinese, 
Italians and the other foreign-speaking 
people of that community. Other new 
fields have been opened in Scottsbluff 
and Omaha, Nebraska. It is this phase of 
the work that is to be especially empha- 
sized under the Conquest Program the 
coming year. 


SPANISH SPEAKING 


This year a new country, Nicaragua, 
was entered and it is the plan to increase 
the forces there. 

The continued disturbances in Mexico 
have made the future of the work there 
precarious; added to the uncertain politi- 
cal situation has come news of the adop- 
tion of a new constitution which prohibits 
foreigners from preaching in Mexico and 
which provides for the confiscation of all 
property owned by foreign religious or- 
ganizations. ‘These new laws are effective 
the first of May, and there is anxiety as to 
the outcome. In Mexico City the Baptist 
Church experienced a remarkable revival, 
many new converts were added to the 
church and many are waiting for instruc- 
tion. 

A nurse has been sent to superintend 
the Day Nursery in Ponce, Porto Rico, as 
well as to do medical work. The whole 
island is interested in the long delayed 
and recently granted American citizen- 
ship and many are happy over the outlook 
for prohibition. The plans for the hostel 
at Rio Piedras are well under way. Its 
purpose is to provide a center for Christian 
work among the young women students 
who come from all over the island to attend 
the National Institute at Rio Piedras. 
There is no other organization doing a 
similar Protestant work there. 

The beginning of the revolution in Cuba 
about the middle of February marked the 
commencement of a period of anxiety and 
uncertainty in connection with the schools 
and interrupted the work of the year. 


LONS 


ORIENTALS 


In connection with the work of the 
Japanese Home in Seattle a survey of the 
surrounding community was made in which 
a number of the Baptist women of the city 
joined. * The aim was to reach all Japanese 
women of the community by friendly visits. 

Happy and encouraging reports come 
from the Chinese School in San Francisco. 
Two hundred pupils have heard the story 
of Jesus for the first time during the year. 
Last spring a large number from the evening 
and the day schools accepted Christ, and 
twenty were buried with Christ in baptism. 


GENERAL MISSIONARIES 


There is perhaps no more difficult form 
of mission service than that of the general 
missionary. Although no new general mis- 
sionaries have been appointed this year, 
acknowledgment is made of the faithful 
and heroic service of all in this group of 
workers. 


CHRISTIAN CENTERS 


The Society decided to contribute 
toward the Five Year Program by co- 
operating with various cities in the estab- 
lishment of Christian Centers, assisting 
in the erection of a suitable building and 
providing three workers, a superintendent, 
a trained nurse and kindergartner. The 
Board now has under consideration four 
such fields, Cleveland, Philadelphia, some 
polyglot city in northern Indiana and 
some cities in the East. 


THE BAPTIST MISSIONARY TRAINING SCHOOL 


Eighty-three students,. representing 
twenty-six states and Mexico, have been 
enrolled in the school this year, with the 
largest percentage of high school, normal 
and college graduates in the history of the 
school. The separate department inaugu- 
rated for high school under-graduates has 
developed into a special course for foreign- 
speaking students who are not high school 
graduates. The faculty has been greatly 
strengthened by the coming of Mrs. Clara 
O. Pinkham, Dean and teacher of Bible. 
“‘ The year has been one of steady growth, 
sterling loyalty and profound gratitude to 
God for His grace and help.” 


And here endeth the fortieth chapter. 
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BY LILLIAN 


Training School News 


Our school is being used more and more 
as a center for various important religious 
conferences held in the city. 

Recently the Foreign Commission of the 
Northern Baptist Convention met in our 
building. The students were privileged to 
hear from each member at the chapel 
service. Dr. Mangano, Dean of the 
Italian Theological Seminary, spoke on the 
Italian problem in America. 

Dr. De Rosa, called the “ Billy Sunday 
of Central America,” gave a stirring mes- 
sage to the students on the attitude of the 
missionary toward the Spanish-speaking 
peoples. 

Dr. F. A. Agar, Method Secretary of the 
Northern Baptist Convention, has just 
completed a series of six lectures in the 
school on Stewardship and Church Effi- 
ciency, which have been exceedingly help- 
ful. This is the third season Dr. Agar has 
been with us, and his work has become a 
regular part of our curriculum. 

- One significant part of the vocational 
training of the Y. W. C. A. workers is 
what is known as the Training Center 
group. Before a young woman can enter 
the National Y. W. C. A. School at New 


York, she must have at least nine months 


‘of practical experience as an employed 


officer, supplemented by three weeks of 
specialized training in a Training Center 
such as Chicago. For three weeks seven 
college graduates, living in the Middle West 
and expecting to take up Y. W. C. A. 
work, have been attending the Baptist 
Training School, receiving Bible instruc- 
tion from Mrs. Pinkham and Dr. Behan 
in the Minor Prophets and in the Social 
Principles of Jesus. 

Preparations for commencement week 
in June have long been under way. It 
will be of interest to note that the com- 
mencement speaker will be Dr. Curtis 
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Lee Laws, the able editor of the Watchman- 
Examiner. On Sunday, June 17th, the 
baccalaureate service will be held. The 
class day exercises, missionary address and 
reception will occur on Monday, the 18th; 
and the commencement exercises on the 
evening of Tuesday, the 19th. 

The Baptist Executive Council of Chi- 
cago, composed of representatives from the 
churches, held its annual meeting at the 
school Friday night, April 13th; 81 sat 
down to dinner. Their coming gave the 
students an opportunity to meet many of 
the leaders in denominational work. 


“The power of the printed page as 
an evangelist has not yet been realized. 
The printed page alone is the ubiquitous 
missionary.” 


“ Angel Island” 


Angel Island, a new book for 1917 by 
Mary Bamford, concerning the immi- 
grants from the Far East and their en- 
trance into American life, has just been 
issued. 

For many years it has been considered 
that one of the greatest points of interest in 
New York is the immigration station at 
Ellis Island. Here the newcomers to our 
land enter by the thousands, and it is 
indeed a pathetic sight to see the wonder 
and fright and bewilderment in their faces. 

To Angel Island come the immigrants 
from the Orient, the Japanese, Chinese, 
Indians and Koreans. Miss Bamford has 
written a most readable account of these 
incoming strangers from the point of view 
of a missionary who understands their 
needs. 

The book might well be used as a study 
book in women’s societies and for young 
people. It is told not tediously but in a 
chatty fashion, with touches of humor and 
of pathos. It arouses one to question 
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one’s self in his duty to these strangers. 
An incident recorded in the chapter on the 
Japanese brings a flush of shame because 
of our inhospitality. The account of the 
Chinese flag parade is unique, the visit to 
the joss-house is an adventure, and 
“ America ”’ played by. a band of Chinese 
boys truly thrills one. 

The publications from the Woman’s 
American Baptist Home Mission Society 
are growing more and more attractive. 
“Angel Island” is in its best style. 
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A Report From the Firing Line 
BY ESTELLA SUTTON AITCHISON 


President: The next thing on the pro- 
gram is the report of our Society Scout, 
Mrs. Bryte, whom we sent last week to the 
District Conference to make a survey in 
the field of methods. Won’t you come 
forward, Mrs. Bryte, so we can all see you 
and ask any questions that occur to us? 

Mrs. Bryte: Ladies, I’m just so full of 
this subject that I feel as if efficiency 
suggestions were oozing out of every pore! 
I left home pretty well satisfied with the 
way we’ve always done things, but I’ve 
had my eyes opened. I tell you there’s a 
lot of unused power in this mission circle, 
as well as a vast wastage through slack 
methods. And the first thing I want to 
say is, No matter how time-honored nor 
abstractly good a local society’s methods 
may be, it pays to link ourselves up with 
the big denominational program. 

Mrs. Gibralter (whispering uneasily to 
her neighbor); I’m just positive she’s 
going to swing over to that local-unified- 
budget business, after what she’s heard 
about consolidating the apportionment 
systems in the two sets of national socie- 
ties. It won’t work in our church! I 


don’t believe in it for the national societies 
and I’ll never give in to its local correla- 
tion! 

Mrs. Bryte: In the first place, the de- 
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The cut on the cover is of the Ferry Build- 
ing at San Francisco, with a group of 
immigrants just landed in the ‘‘ Promised 
Land.” The group is repeated at the 
head of this review. 

The illustrations throughout the book, 
a number in color, are excellent. Some 
are photographs and some are drawings 
by a Chicago artist. Send 25 cents for a 
copy to the Woman’s American Baptist 
Home Mission Society, 2969 Vernon Ave- 
nue, Chicago, IIl. 
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nominational program has been worked 
out by the men and women in the watch 
towers and they have seen farther than 
any of us in our valley-bound horizons 
and can make plans which not only com- 
prehend the big perspectives but dove-tail 
together to unify the activities of the co- 
operating societies with which we are 
affiliated. In the second place, the de- 
nominational program creates a special 
atmosphere and produces a literature in 
which context the local societies are bound 
to find their most effectual expression. 
And, finally, unanimity of action is an 
interwoven cable whose strength far ex- 
ceeds the sum totals of its individual 
strands. We’ve been dissipating a lot of 
perfectly good energy by our stupid 
hermit-policy. I’m in favor of climbing 
into the band-wagon and helping lead the 
Baptist procession from now on. 

President: Would you mind telling us, 
right in this connection, just what points 
in this “denominational program” you 
feel we women ought to coincide with 
more fully? 

Mrs. Bryte: Well, for one thing, we’re 
not doing anything systematic to rally 
all the women of the church to the mission- 
ary colors. And by the way, there was 
the strongest protest on the part of repre- 
sentatives of the general as well as the 
women’s societies against the giving up of 
local women’s societies. They say our 
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organizations are too valuable a gearing 
up of women’s activities to be abandoned 
and no such thing is dreamed of in the 
movement towards unification. Many so- 
cieties reported a marked increase in 
membership this spring through an every 
member canvass — for folks, not funds — 
followed by an unremitting system of 
individual invitations (personal, by phone, 
through the use of the invitation cards 
supplied by the W. A. B. H. M. S., unique 
original schemes, etc.), and co-ordinated 
with the very best programs the brightest 
women in the circles can arrange. I'll 
show you some of those original invita- 
tions later. Then there’s the matter of 
missionary education in the Sunday- 
school. It seems that instead of depending 
on a semi-occasional talk from a chance 
visitor, a large number of schools are using 
the five-minute stories provided for each 
pedagogical division of the Sunday-school 
by our Department of Missionary Educa- 
tion, illustrated by colored posters and 
co-ordinated with a good benevolence 
system. 

Miss Learn (eagerly): Were any definite 
“‘ systems ” mentioned? I’m on that com- 
mittee, but we haven’t done anything. 

Mrs. Bryte: Yes, several were referred to, 
using the offering boxes provided by each 
national society for its special period of the 
year, or the unique envelopes (to be used 
weekly or monthly) which can be obtained 
at our various headquarters. But I 
was especially impressed by the duplex- 
envelope plan enthusiastically recom- 
mended in some quarters. The Oak 
Park, Ill., First Baptist Sunday-school 
reported that in 1915 (“ Before Taking ”’) 
the school give $63.30 for benevolences. 
In 1916 (“After Taking”), they gave 
$250.92! The North Shore Baptist Sun- 
day-school in Chicago adopted the plan in 
July, 1916, since which time the mission- 
ary collections have increased from $1 to 
$4 per Sunday and the current expense 
offerings ten per cent. Now, for another 
thing, I’m in favor of appointing a com- 
mittee at once to confer with the church 
finance committee with a view to making 
such modification of our present plan as 
will swing us in line with the unification 
of the budgets of the general societies. 

Mrs. Gibralter (gasping): I knew it was 
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coming! I just believe I’ll leave the room 
at once! 

Mrs. Patience Waite: Sh-h-h! Let’s hear 
it through and see what she has to say. 

Mrs. Bryte: Ihave not thought my way 
through all the details but the principle 
is right; and I believe we can soon offset 
any temporary depression in our own ranks 
by a special inspirational and educational 
campaign. As one woman said: “The 
time has come to think beyond our own 
sex. Men are of some importance in this 
world!”” Anyway, it’s up to us to give 
this new plan a first-class opportunity. 
Now I see my time is up and — 

Chairman of Program Committee: What! 
No suggestions for us? 

Mrs. Bryte: O yes! I have a whole 
nursery of program seedlings ready to 
transplant, as well as a harvest of practical 
methods; but they will have to wait till 
the next meeting. In closing, I just want 
to refer you to Missions and our de- 
nominational papers for developments of 
that wonderful ‘“‘ Conquest Program.” 
It has simply captivated our whole con- 
stituency. Let us take advantage of this 
war atmosphere to link up home missions 
and patriotism, as God means them to be 
united, and do our utmost to win recruits, 
enlist the Young Reserves, train for 
leadership, equip with the invincible 
weapon of Prayer, and furnish freely of 
funds, which are the sinews of conquest. 
This 1s the year of all years to go up to 
POSSESS THE LAND. 

. a 


Prayer Calendar for June 


‘ 


“LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY ” 


The names of the missionaries, teachers 
and workers of the Woman’s American 
Baptist Home Mission Society are given 
on their respective birthday dates: 


June 8.— Mrs. Katherine S. Westfall, Corres- 
ponding Secretary of the W. A.B. H. W. S., 2969 
Vernon Ave., Chicago, Ill. Miss Mary Densmore, 
missionary among the Italians, 257 Davenport 
St., Bridgeport, Conn. 

June 10.— Miss Lena Gorrell, Girls’ Matron, 
Kodiak Baptist Orphanage, Wood Island, 
Alaska. 

June 11.— Miss Mabel H. Topping, teacher 
at Spelman Seminary, Atlanta, Ga. 

June 12.— Mrs. Mary Flowers, missionary 
among the Negroes, 612 Gay St., Nashville, Tenn. 
Miss Hannah B. Ritzman, missionary among 


the Germans, 407 W. 43d St., New York City. 
June 13. — Miss Henrietta L. Bedgood, teacher 
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among the Negroes, Baptist Academy, Dermott, 
Ark. Miss Grace Dowd, missionary among the 
Crow Indians, Pryor, Montana. 

June 14.— Miss Mabel V. Young, missionary 
teacher, at El] Christo, Cuba. 

June 17.— Miss Carrie O. Millspaugh, Dis- 
trict Secretary for the Pacific Coast, 405 Tilford 
Bldg., Portland, Oregon. 

June 18.— Miss Florence Burnett, - worker 
among the Negroes, 612 Gay St., Nashville, Tenn. 

June 22.— Miss Mae B. Jenkins, missionary 
among the Italians, 436 Line St., Camden, N. J. 

June 23. — Miss Anna M. de Clercq, Clerk of 
Literature, 2969 Vernon Ave., Chicago, III. 

June 24.— Miss Ruth Nelson, missionary 
among the Italians, Franklin Square House, 11 
E. Newton St., Boston, Mass. 

June 29.— Miss Jennie S. Jerf, missionary 
among the Scandinavians, 141 E. 55th St., New 
York City. 

July 2. — Miss Isabel Garcia, teacher at Inter- 
national School, Monterey, Nuevo Leon, Mexico. 

July 4.— Miss Mildred M. Jones, missionary 
among the Slavic populations, 27 Mohawk St., 
Detroit, Mich. Mrs. S. Alice Ewing, teacher 
at Shaw University, Raleigh, N. C. 

July 5. — Miss Carrie B. Masteller, missionary 
among the Syrians, Franklin Square House, 11 
E. Newton St., Boston, Mass. Mrs. M. E. James, 
Sia at Florida Baptist Academy, Jacksonville, 


ee 7.— Miss Lydia M. Nichols, missionary 
among the Italians and Jews, 232 Bruce St., 
Lawrence, Mass. 

July 8.— Miss Emma C. Cidieeenees, 
sionary among the Indians, Auberry, Cal. 


ih 


New State Directors 


Colorado — Mrs. Ralph Hobson, Denver (Y. W.) 

Connecticut — Mrs. William J. Sly, Hartford. 

New York (Eastern) — Miss Grace E. Pettys, 
Greenwich. 


New Associational Directors 


Colorado — Baca Co. Asso., Mrs. T. F. Kelly, 
108 W. Oak St., Lamar. 

Kansas — Arkansas Valley Asso. (Y. W.), Mrs. 
R. H. Hammond, Hutchison; Kansas River 
Asso. (Y. W.), Mrs. Lewis Jacobsen, Man- 
hattan. 

Michigan — Kalamazoo River Asso., Mrs. E. C. 
Seedorf, Battle Creek. 

Minnesota — Minnesota Valley Asso., Mrs. W 
C. Sprague, Madelia. 

Nebraska — Northwestern Asso., Mrs. A. H. 
Robbins, Alliance. 

New Jersey — Morris and Essex Asso., Mrs. 
Henry L. Severance, Bloomfield; West 
Asso., Mrs. Roscoe C. Berry, Salem. 

New York — (W.), Oswego Asso., Miss Mary 
Foot, Oswego; Monroe Asso. (CY. W. & 
Ch.), Mrs. Earl A. Partridge, Rochester. 

Ohio — Cleveland Asso. (Y. W.), Miss Lucy E. 
Bail, Cleveland; Marion Asso. (Y. W.), 
Mrs. Wilbur Sivey, Prospect; Miami Asso. 
(Y. W.), Miss Ruth Shipley, Wyoming. 

Oregon — Willamette Asso. (Y. W. & Ch.), 
Miss Minnie Stanard, Portland. 

Pennsylvania — Clearfield Asso., W. A. 
Gourley, Punxsutawney. 

West Virginia — Kanawha Valley Asso. (Y. W.), 
Mrs. Ella Norton, Montgomery. 


New Auxiliaries 


mis- 


Mrs. 


Arizona — Globe; Chandler. 
Pennsylvania — Edinboro; 
(TOW). 


Franklin (Junior), 





MISSIONS 


WANTS OF MISSIONARIES 
CITY MISSIONS 


Miss Olive Warren, 400 Harrison St., Gary, Ind.— 
Clothing for children up to 12 years of age. 
Miss Pauline Whiting, 2435 Haste St., Berkeley. 
Cal.— Cotton challis, plain pink and 

flowered, red thread No. 50, white muslin. 


INDIANS 


Miss Edith Hazlett, Crow Indian Mission, Lodge 
Grass, Mont.— Blocks or quilt pieces 
34 x 6 and 33 x 34 inches. 

Miss Ruby P. Norton, Crow Indian Mission, 
Pryor, Mont.— Crochet set, baseball and 
bat, basket ball and football, postcard 
patchwork, not basted, yarn. 

Miss Susie A. Whipple, Wyola, Mont. — Drawing 
paper, scissors, colored chalk, cardboard, 
Progressive Primer and Readers, II, III and 
IV, two green shades 26 inches wide, flower 
seeds or bulbs 

Miss Eva Fewel, Piute Indian Mission, Fallon, 
Nev. — Patchwork, big sewing bags, thread 
No. 40, cheap white and black material for 
covering caskets. 

ITALIANS 


Miss Ethel Downsbrough, 3342 N. 
Philadelphia, Pa.—A_ typewriter, 
‘ American flags, one large American flag. 
Miss Jennie Petter, Mansfield, Mass. — Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin, 12 copies Children’s Praise, 
No. 1, 6 copies Billy Sunday’s song book, 
large and small Bible pictures, magazines, 
English and Italian tracts. 
Mrs. M. C. Conversano, Ellis Island, N. Y. — 
Crochet cotton, and needles, black aprons. 
Miss Nina Burch, 408 E. 8th St., Portland, Ore. — 
Kindergarten scissors, thimbles. 
MEXICANS 


Miss Carlota Albornoz, 7a de Revillagigedo 70 
Altos 12, Mexico City, Mexico. — Chairs, . 
Bibles and Hymanals. 

NEGROES 


Miss Carrie Brown, Jeruel Baptist Inst., Athens, 
a. — Flavorings, soups, washing powder. 

Miss Christine Bossen, 1703 Monroe St., Vicks- 
burg, Miss. — Natural colored raffia, white 
thread No. 50 and 60, needles No. 6 and 7. 

Mrs. Lydia C. Rogers, 900 Nebraska Ave., Kan- 
sas City, Kan.— Kindergarten material, 
white thread, needles, crochet thread, raffia, 
reed for basketry, apron gingham, madras. 

Mrs. Cora E. Pettus, 156 Henry St., Clarksville, 
Tenn. — Clothing, shoes, material for sewing 
school, quilts, sheets, patchwork. 

Miss Elizabeth C. Towns, Spelman Seminary, 
Atlanta, Ga.— Bird glass, Heart Throbs, 
good pictures, table cloths and dish towels. 

Mrs. Belle C. Mebane, 310 Chestnut St., Ports- 
mouth, Va. — Clothing for children, shoes, 
material for joining quilts. 

Mrs. Nellie L. Bishop, 11 E. St., Chattanooga, 
Tenn. — Coarse print Bibles, clothing of 
every kind, and bedding for flood sufferers, 
remnants, gingham aprons. 

Miss Laura M. Zollers, Hartshorn Memorial 
College, Richmond, Va. — Stereopticon. 
Miss Lucy Alexander, Box 43, James City, N. 

C. — Cretonne and silkateen. 

Miss Jessie Holman, 307 W. S. St., Longview, 
Texas. — Supplies for Industrial School. 
Miss Harriet L. Davis, Mather School, Beaufort, 
S. — Paper, writing pads, stationery, 
pencils, pens, ginghams, lawns, sheeting, 
spreads for cot beds, table cloths, thread, 

thimbles, Teacher’s Bibles, men’s clothing. 


16th St., 
small 
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Why Not? 


Patriotism is in the air! What an in- 
spiring sight to see -Old Glory flying from 
every church, home, office-building and 
factory! 

Not long ago there came in the subway 
train a woman leading a little lad of three 
years. His legs dangled uncomfortably 
from the high seat. At the next stop there 
came a woman leading an older lad carry- 
ing the Stars and Stripes. Instantly the 
little lad slipped from his uncomfortable 
seat to his feet and saluted his Flag. The 
passengers were electrified, and a wave of 
patriotism spread through the whole car. 

Side by side in many of our churches 
hangs the Christian Flag with the Stars 
and Stripes—the Flag of White— which 
forever has stood for peace, having in the 
corner on the field of blue, the color of 
sincerity, faith and trust, the red Cross 
symbolic of Calvary. 

The Christian Flag was originated in 
1897, and is now being used around the 
whole world. Its use has spread by leaps 
and bounds not only as an emblem, but 
in many places it renders different service. 
In an African Mission Station it is used as 
a symbol to the natives when it is Sunday 
and when Christian services are held. 

Jacob A. Riis said, “‘ Happy he who has a 
flag to love; twice blest he who has two.” 
In these days when the sight of our own 
Stars and Stripes stirs us to the highest 
manhood and womanhood, why not in our 
churches place by the side of the Flag of 
our Country that of the World-wide 
Kingdom? There is a_ special fitness 
today in the introduction of the Christian 
Flag in churches and Sunday-schools of 
America, when at this time men are re- 
sponding to the call of the Flag. Patri- 
oticloyalty isacommon topic. The Chris- 
tian Flag bears no symbol of warfare or 
conquest; it is equally significant to all 
nations; it is non-partisan; it stands for 
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Christianity; it is a Banner of the Prince 
of Peace, and the Christian patriot who 
salutes it pledges his allegiance to the 
Kingdom of God. The salute will stimu- 
late Christian patriotism. Ifthe spread of 
Christ’s kingdom on earth is the chief 
concern of the churches, why not inspire 
the older Christians as well as the youth to 
regard the missionary enterprise with 
enthusiasm and loyalty? 

The following is being used “together 
with our inspiring Hymn: 


“ Fling out the banner, let it float 
Skyward and seaward, high and 
wide, 
The sun that lights its shining folds, 
The cross on which the Saviour 
died.” 


“1 pledge my allegiance to my Flag and 
to the Saviour for whose Kingdom it 
stands — one brotherhood uniting all man- 
kind in service and love.” 

Upon what better foundation could our 
churches build their Missionary Educa- 
tion than upon a salute to the Christian 
Flag. 

* Saluting the Colors,” the Story of the 
Christian Flag. Write for it today, to- 
gether with information and prices of the 
Flag, to the Department of Missionary 
Education, 23 East 26th St., New York 
City. 

On Which Side of the Fence are You? 


A letter came to our office, “‘ Iam on the 
fence about a Summer Conference; help 
me decide! ” 

We. wish we could help many an inter- 
ested person decide on the right side for 
a Summer Conference. It is not: too 
late. Join the procession of 2,000 Baptist 
young people traveling toward the Summer 
Conferences, the Summer Schools and our 
own Baptist State Assemblies! If you 
need any help deciding, write to the De- 
partment of Missionary Education. 
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JANUARY. The Foreign Missionary. 
Fesruary. Baptist Foreign Missions. 


Marcu. Missions and Peace. 

APRIL. The Need for Training. 

May. The Gospel Afloat and Awheel. 
June. The Bible and the People. 

Juty. The Bible a Missionary Book. | 
Aucust. The Northern Baptist Convention. 


SEPTEMBER. The Mission of our State to the Nation and the World. 
OcToBER. April Topic; The Need for Training. 

Novemser. The Italian in America; What Can He Do for Us? 
DecemsBer. Missionary Mile-stones. 


JULY TOPIC: THE BIBLE A MISSIONARY BOOK 


Wherever the Bible has gone it has changed civilizations, created new conditions, and effected 
remarkable transformations in individual lives. A meeting of thrilling interest may be made up of 
stories of conversion from finding and reading of Scripture, changes wrought in peoples, etc. 

For leaflet literature on this subject, write to the American Baptist Publication Society, 1701 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, and to the Home and Foreign Mission Societies. Striking incidents 
will also be found in the files of Missions and its predecessors. 


A PROGRAM FROM THIS NUMBER OF MISSIONS 


Make the Topic: A YEAR wITH THE Missionary SOCIETIES. 

Have five persons present the Five Summaries of the Reports. This will take five minutes to a 
report, or twenty-five minutes. Have a hymn or prayer between each report. Then have five 
minutes of bright items gathered from all fields. 

Have two persons give the Telephone Chat with President Taylor of Chengtu, five minutes. 

Ask the Pastor to close with a statement concerning the new united apportionment plan and its 
significance. With live participants this will make an hour to be remembered. 


MISSIONS’ READING AND STUDY COURSE 


From contents found in this issue 


1. The year’s work of the Home and Foreign Mission Societies and the Publication Society, as 
represénted in the summaries of the annual reports. From these summaries try to visualize the 
work of the different Societies that are doing the missionary work of the Northern Baptists. 

2. With these reports combine the news from the home and foreign fields, filling out the picture 
with the things that are occurring. 

3. Fix firmly in mind the principle of the new united apportionment plan, so as to be able 
to answer such questions as: What does the plan mean for our church? What is the use of it? 
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ANSWERS WILL BE FOUND IN THIS ISSUE 
Where were the first two W. W. G.’s organized in Japan? In............ and. 
What does Commissioner Cato Sells ask the Indians to do? 
Name the President of Arkansas Baptist College and the city where the school is located. 
How many Societies are engaged in the United Apportionment Plan? 
How many more subscribers has Missions in Massachusetts than in Pennsylvania? 
Who says, “‘ This is a new day for woman’s work in West China ”? 
How many Indians are said to be not reached as yet by any Christian effort? 
What are the “ Three Gates of Gold ” quoted? 
What happened to Ralph Henderson? 
How ee were the receipts of the Woman’s Home Mission Society in 1916-17 than 
in 1915-16 
Of what District is it said, “‘ A secretary dashes down the aisle with a belated check —” ? 
What ride of increase did the Home Mission Society receive from the churches in 
1916-17: 
13. How many new members enrolled in the Prayer League in 1916-17? Present total? 
14, “The one thing to do under the new plan—” What plan is referred to? 
15. How much has war increased the prices of necessities in South India? 
16. What Sunday-school by using the duplex envelope plan raised its offerings for benevolence 
from $63.30 to $250.92? 
17. Who wants gifts of “ coarse print Bibles ”? 
18. How many volumes are carried regularly in the library of the Gospel Cruiser Robert G. 
? Fill out last name also. 
19. “One bullet hit the roof of his own home.” Whose home? 
20. How many Poles are there said to be in the United States? 


Nore. — Question 5 in April was not answered in the issue. 
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A Feature of the Five Year Program 
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A Conclusive Answer 


The question was recently asked, “ Will 
the Every Member Canvass yield an ad- 
vance when the budget has previously been 
raised by an energetic and efficient chair- 
man of Finance Committee.” The follow- 
ing letter from Rev. Edwin Bailey Dolan, 
Pastor of the First Baptist Church of 
Holyoke, Mass., answers this question 
convincingly: 


“ For ten years the raising of the budget 
of the church had been in the hands of a 
very methodical and efficient young man 
of the church, before we adopted the 
Every Member Canvass. 

In February, 1915, we voted to under- 
take the Every Member Canvass. We held 
the supper; we made the canvass on one 
Sunday afternoon. The people had been 
warned by letter that they would be called 
on at that time, so were nearly all at home. 
We enlisted nearly forty men in the work, 


about half of whom had never done any 
thing of the sort before. All came back 
to the church with a smile. ‘‘ Never had 
so good a time.” ‘“ Was mighty glad to 
get the chance to become acquainted with 
some whom I didn’t know.” 

In spite of the fact that we had previously 
combed the community so carefully and 
that the times were not good in the city 
at the time, the result of this first canvass 
was an increase in the amount pledged to 
home expenses, on one day instead of two 
or three weeks, of $150. The pledges for 
missions were increased by 40%. 

Last year we repeated it, with another 
increase for home expenses and 152% in- 
crease over the year previous in the amount 
pledged to missions. Incidently, I may 
say that the church voted this last month 
to add $300 to my salary this next year. 
This is the least to be emphasized, but 
it adds proof for the skeptical that the 
canvass pays at home, and undoubtedly 
makes the contributions for missions 
much larger.” 
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‘*He Shall Give His Angels Charge Over 
Thee” 


BY A. H. HENDERSON, M.D. 


In a recent letter a friend, from whom 
I had not heard for thirty years, suggested 
that there might be spots in Burma which 
were not happy places in which to bring 
up a family. That set me to thinking over 
past experiences. Mongnai, where our 
children lived most of their time in Burma, 
might seem to others such a spot, and I 
had not realized until now that while 
there four out of the five in the family were 
at different times in imminent’ danger of 
death. : 

One day I heard a piercing scream from 
Ralph, when he was quite small, and ran 
out to find that he had been chased by a 
large black snake which had disappeared. 
A few days later we killed a black cobra 
which was almost certainly the same snake. 
They are very quick in their movements 
and exceedingly deadly. God only knows 
why he was not bitten. My own escape 
was from a snake. It was a hamadryad, 
over nine feet long, curled behind a bottle 
in the dispensary in a space not more than 
eight inches wide. I took down the bottle 
and was putting up a prescription when 
its head came up behind the next bottle 
to see what I was doing. Again, God only 
knows how I did not touch it and so be 
bitten. 

Mrs. Henderson was putting away 
clothes in the bedroom one day when a 
dog ran under the bed; going over to the 
bed, she ordered the animal to come out, 
when a mad dog leaped upon her and bit 
the dress she had in her hand. Our 
daughter, Katherine, the night before she 
was to leave for America, with the thought 
of the separation weighing on her mind, 
left her room to come and lie down with 
her mother. Half asleep, she mistook 


the window for the door and fell about 
fifteen feet, head first onto the solid con- 
crete below. The chances were about 


-one to a thousand that she would not be 


killed or crippled for life but she miracu- 
lously escaped either fate. And I believe 
all the family will agree that in no place 
could we have been happier at the time 
than in Mongnai. 


What Deputation Work Means 


Dr. G. G. Crozier, medical missionary 
at Tura, Assam, is resting on furlough. 
He tells us what “ resting” means, in 
part, in the following report: 

West Virginia is a big place up and 
down, and a big-hearted place. I have had 
a fine time for 70 days in that state and 
visited 51 towns and delivered 166 ad- 
dresses averaging 57.5 minutes each at a 
total special cost (aside from the Joint 
Secretary’s special office expense) of $41.80 
a town, 58} cents per day; 25,800 people 
have been given a message on missions, or 
dropping out those who were duplicates 
leaves about 24,000 separate persons who 
heard a report on India and Assam. 


Some of the days were fairly filled with - 


talk: six of the fullest days totaled 33 
addresses lasting a total of 254 hours, an 
average of 463 minutes. One unusual 
feature was the speaking in the public 
schools, 42 times in assembled high 
schools and 20 times to lower grades of 
from two to four assembled rooms. I 
found superintendents, principals and 
teachers cordial and ready to gather their 
schools together any day and almost any 
time in the day for this purpose. To high 
schools the talks were largely educational 
and to lower grades partly so. Every 
school approached by the local pastors 
readily opened for this vital work and it 
has brought a lively response in the hearts 
of many young people. Ten to twenty 
years from now the Mission Boards may 
hear of this again. 

Dr. Crozier adds: “I hope some more 
people in West Virginia will subscribe 
for Missions soon.” (We join in that 
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hope. Thanks to Dr. Stump, our West 
Virginia list is above the average, and 
growing. But there is always. room for 
more subscribers. — Ep.) 
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In connection with the training school 
at Kimpese, where accommodation is made 
for the wives and children of the young 
men students, a large elementary school 
with about eighty-five pupils is now being 
conducted. It is a practical plan, furnish- 
ing as it does schooling for the children and 
practice in teaching for the older students 
who conduct the classes. 


At this same place, some of the classes 
for the wives of students are held, for lack 
of other room, in the blacksmith shop ad- 
joining the carpentry shop, amidst all the 
noise of hammering and sawing. 


Assam 


One “ Gauhati missionary” feels that 
this title is hardly appropriate, since he 
spent 296 of the 365 days of last year out- 
side of Gauhati on his various tours. 


“Uncle John ” Firth of North Lakhim- 
pur writes that one of his native evangelists 
recently baptized 25 converts and at the 
same time buried his wife, daughter, 
mother and brother, all of whom had died 
of cholera. 


Kuki boys from the mission school at 
Ukhrul have started a promising Christian 
movement in their home districts. This is 
occurring in Manipur, the state which has 
just forbidden our missionaries to live or 
preach within its borders. But Christian- 
ity will spread in spite of the Hindus’ 
efforts to limit it. 


Bengal-Orissa 

The names of the boys’ orphanage at 
Balasore and the two at Bhimpore have 
been changed to Boys’ (or Girls’) Boarding 
Homes because the term Home is thought 
to be more attractive than Orphanage. 
This action was taken at the last annual 
meeting at Balasore. 

This is a sample of rapid transit in 
Bengal-Orissa, the record made on a trip 
from Midnapore to a station 36 miles 
distant: 14 miles the first day; 12 miles the 
next (a troublesome river caused some de- 


lay); no miles the next, the day being 
Sunday; and the remaining 10 miles the 
fourth day — 36 miles in four days. 

Bengal-Orissa is lining up with one part 
of the Five Year Program by launching a 
large evangelistic campaign. The com- 
mittees have been appointed to plan and 
start the movement. 


Burma 

A flood during the last rainy season 
around Haka washed down all bridges, 
those built by the government as well as 
those of the natives, wiped out fields and 
partially destroyed several villages. .The 
missionaries, of course, had to abandon all 
touring in this section for some time. 


Though Christmas items seem a bit 
out of place in June, one action has just 
come to our notice which is quite worth an 
item. Last December the boys and girls 
of the Pwo Karen schools, on hearing of 
the suffering of Belgian children, decided 
to give up their Christmas tree and to send 
the gifts which they had received to the 
children in the war zone. Nor was this 
all. They voted to forego their usual 
Christmas feast which is provided yearly 
by some generous donor and send the extra — 
money with their gifts. The giving up of 
a feast of Christmas goodies means some- 
thing to healthy boys and girls! 

The discomforts and mishaps of travel 
do not daunt the missionaries in the least, 
as the following account of the last lap of 
a journey from America to Burma shows: 

“The Burma contingent was so large 
that it had to split up at Hangkong. 

Most of the travelers found a small boat 

going direct to Rangoon, while the others 

went on hoping to get some vessel from 

Singapore to Rangoon. On reaching 

the former place we were told there was 

as much chance of reaching Burma 
as the North pole, that is direct. But 
we just hunted about and finally found 

a Chinese line which runs coasting vessels 

to Moulmein. It was like buying a pig 

in a bag, but passage was engaged and 
we prepared to meet anything. The 
steamer was small, it was dirty, it 
smelled badly, there were not enough 
berths for all and those available were so 
awful that only one of the party would 
sleep in them. The food was not bad, 
however, although everything was buried 
in onions. The captain did all he could, 
giving up his cabin to the ladies. Cots 
enough were found for them on deck, 
while the men took the table, floor and 
chairs. The deck where the men slept 
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was immediately above the engine room 

and that old engine could make more 

noise and smell worse than a half dozen 
ordinary ones. The first night was 
rough, and how that old boat did pitch! 

After that the sea behaved itself with 

commendable dignity. But what a 

good time we had! All the party were 

young, in spirit if not in age, and the 
worse conditions became the more we 
laughed and the new recruits were the 
best of all. It was a slow journey, the 
boat stopping at almost every village. 

Now and then while the captain was 

asleep we slipped past a hamlet and felt 

rather proud of the feat. The scenery 
was great. As we steamed up the 

Moulmein River, all sore and stiff from 

the hard beds, dirty as school children, 

upset from the poor food, every single 
member declared he would not have 
missed it for anything.” 

China 

Last year at Suifu the station church 
started institutional work modeled on the 
Y. M. C. A. plan. Their reading-rooms, 
night classes and game-rooms have been 
well patronized and many men of high 
social position, becoming first interested in 
the young men’s association, have begun 
to attend the church services. Gambling 
is a national sin of China and the football 
club has won many of the boys from this 
popular sport. The expenses have been 
met entirely by membership fees and un- 
solicited gifts. 

We need to be reminded that the term 
village, as used in China, does not in any 
way denote a limited population. A 
“village,” regularly visited by our mis- 
sionaries near Ningpo, has a population of 
25,000. A village in China is any com- 
munity not protected by a wall. 

Every Sunday 35 boys from Wayland 
Academy and 15 girls from the Union 
Girls’ High School go out into the rough 
districts of Hangchow to conduct Sunday- 


schools. No one knows who receives the - 


most benefit, the hundreds of “ ragamuffin” 
children or the young teachers who are 
learning to handle them with ease and 
dignity. 


South India 

Sixteen of the 45 students who entered 
the Ramapatnam school this year were 
women— wives of the men_ students. 
They stand equal to their husbands in 
education and training, a significant fact 
in view of the universal ignorance of the 
women of India a few years ago. 


The beautiful arch in the wall of the 
hospital compound at Ongole, which is 
being erected in memory of Dr. F. S. 
Smith, the author of “ My country, ’tis 
of thee ” and the father of D. A. W. Smith 
of Burma, is completed. Dr. and Mrs. 
A. H. Strong of Rochester, who have been 
visiting the mission fields of the Orient, 
were present at the dedication services and 
Mrs. Strong laid the memorial tablet of 
the arch. 

Japan 

Dr. Benninghoff has been asked to act 
as manager of the new Y. M. C. A. dormi- 
tory, organized by Christian students of 
the University of Waseda on the same plan 
as the Baptist hostel and sustaining the 
same relation to the Y. M. C. A. There 
are 20 men in this new center with two 
boys from the Baptist dormitory living 
there to help in the organization. Splen- 
did intensive work is done among the few 
(from 50 to 100 lonesome students are 
entertained at our hostel every week), 
but they need a large social center so that 
the masses can be reached. 


A Personal Note 


Many friends, including the missionaries 
who have dealings with the Rooms, will 
learn with interest of the marriage on April 
25, 1917, at West Derby, Vt., of Mr. Shirley 
M. Wheeler and Miss Lillian G. Taylor. 
Mr. Wheeler has charge of shipping and 
exchange, an important work discharged 
with unfailing courtesy and good will. 


Foreign Missionary Record 
ARRIVED 


Rev. J. Riley Bailey, M.D., Mrs. Bailey and chil- 
dren, from Assam, at San Francisco, March 31. 

At San Francisco, April 2: from South India, — 
Miss Ella J. Draper; Miss M. E. Farbar, M.D.; Rev. 
L Smith and Mrs. Smith; from Bengal- Orissa — 
Rev. A. L. Kennan, M.D., and Mrs. Kennan; Mrs. 
Julia P. Burkholder; from Burma — Rev. A. H. Hen- 
derson, M.D., and Mrs. Henderson; Mr. R. L. Howard 
and Mrs. Howard; Mrs. C. A. Kirkpatrick and chil- 
dren; Rev. M. L. Streeter, Mrs. Streeter and children; 
from China — C. B. Lesher, M.D., Mrs. Lesher, M.D., 
and child; Miss Melvina Sollman. 

At Vancouver, April 3: _— the Philippine Ie Islands 

— Rev. F. H. Rose and Mrs. Rose; Stein- 
metz, eat and Mrs. Steinmetz; from Burma — 
Rev. F. Knollin and Fy Knollin; from oll 
Rev. Wittas Wynd and Mrs. Wynd; f from China— 
Rev. A. F. Groesbeck, D.D., and Mrs. Groesbeck. 

SAILED 
Pe Vancouver, April 12: Miss L. A. Benjamin, 
South India; Prof. Wallace St. John, Ph.D., and 
= “ey John, Burma. 
BORN 

To Dr. and Mrs. Charles D. Leach of Huchow, China, 
ig 10, a daughter, Mary Elizabeth. 

. Geil and Mrs. Geil of Africa, March 
29, pe Granville, “Ohio, a daughter, Ruth Helen. 
DIED 

At Huchow, China, Edgar Leach, two-year-old son 

ef Dr. and Mrs. Charles D. Leach. 
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New Site for Leland College 


The trustees of Leland College, formerly 
located at New Orleans and closed for 
some time, have voted to transfer the school 
to Alexandria, Louisiana, and erect suita- 
ble buildings on a campus of 212 acres 
most advantageously located. The mat- 
ter has been carefully studied by Superin- 
tendent Brink and members of the Home 
Mission Board, as well as trustees of the 
College, and the decision was made in 
view of the fact that there are at present 
sufficient educational facilities in New 
Orleans for the colored students there, 
while the rest of the state is unprovided 
for. Alexandria is central and affords 
an excellent place for moral as well as 
educational development. The College is 
heartily welcomed by the leading citizens 
there, who vouch for a friendly attitude 
toward the students and the institution. 
Leland is to train preachers, and the rural 
preachers and teachers can best be sup- 
plied from a school centrally situated. 
The plans are for a thoroughly equipped 
college plant, so that Leland College may 
be made of outstanding merit. Of the 
$135,000 needed for the ground and 
buildings, $76,616 is in hand, leaving 
$58,000 to be secured for the completion 
of the work. It is hoped to begin work on 
the building by January 1, 1918. 


A Gratifying Year 


The American Baptist Home Mission 
Society received for the fiscal year ending 
March 31, 1917, approximately 7% in- 
crease in gifts from the churches. In 
accordance with its usual custom it carried 
forward appropriations amounting to $4,- 
735 for church edifice gifts, if called for 
one year from the date on which they were 
voted. All obligations have been met, and 
the Board of Managers has set aside 
$69,262.02 for the Reserve Fund, which 
this year has been thus increased owing to 
unusual legacies. This Reserve Fund was 





begun several years ago, and into it flows 
receipts from legacies and matured an- 
nuities beyond the expectation in the 
Budget. This enables the Society to 
normalize the inflow to the general fund. 
The Secretaries and Board of Managers 
desire to express their profound gratitude 
to all who have contributed to this happy 
financial issue in a year when the missionary 
work of the Society and its expenditures 
were greater than ever before. 


The Indians Are to Help 


A letter from Rev. W. A. Petzoldt, of the 
Crow Mission at Lodge Grass, Montana, 
says: This is a letter sent to all the edu- 
cated Indians by Major Estep. We used 
it along with Eph. 4:28 as the basis of 
our message to the Crows last Sunday. 
The war has at last reached the nooks 
and crannies of civilization, and the Crows 
are much stirred up over it. 


Washington, D. C., April 9. 
Estep, SUPERINTENDENT: 

War situation makes it imperative that every 
tillable acre of land on Indian reservations be 
intensively cultivated this season to supply 
food demands, particularly wheat, beans, pota- 
toes, corn and meat. Call farmers and leading 
Indians together immediately for organized, 
united effort under your continuous supervision. 
This is of the highest importance and requires 
aggressive action. There must be no delay 
in anything necessary to insure results. 

Cato SE.is, Commissioner. 


My Frienps: The above is a telegram from the 
Commissioner received today. It means much 
tous. We must drop everything now but work 
and we must do that early and late, for our 
season is already very late. Everyone can do 
some work. We must raise enough food to 
carry us through the year and have some left 
over to sell and feed soldiers and workers who do 
not grow things. Grow a good garden and put 
out at least half an acre of potatoes. Do not 
waste anything. Do not give good food to 
worthless dogs; kill the dogs. It is also a poor 
time for any of us to buy automobiles. We can 
get along without them and they are a constant 
expense. Gasoline will be higher all the time 
the war lasts. Do not let smart people fool you 
about your going to get alotof money. There is 
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a food shortage all over the world and money 
cannot buy things that do not exist. Wheat 
was $2 in Chicago last Saturday; it is $2.07 
today. It will be $3 in six months. Flour is 
now 6 cents a pound. We must grow it or we 
will not have it. All of you know that you 
bought 20 pounds of sugar for a dollar three 
years ago; today you get 10 pounds for a dollar; 
by September you will get 7 or 8 pounds. 
Blankets you bought for $6 a year ago now cost 
$10 and $12. The condition of the country is 
most serious. We are already short on food- 
stuffs and by September one million men who 
are working today will be in the army and eating 
but not producing anything. All countries 
feed their soldiers whether the other people eat 
or not. Our soldiers will eat. If we eat we 
must work and raise the food. 

I am sending you this letter because you can 
read English. I want you to explain this 
matter to those Indians who do not read or 
understand English. Set them a good example 
by working yourself and encourage, all hands to 
work. Let the old people work in the gardens 
while the younger ones work in the wheat fields. 
Cut out all councils not, called by the Com- 
missioner; cut down celebrations of holidays 
to one day. We have the land, the climate, the 
water and seed to raise a bountiful crop. Let 
us show the white people what we can do in this 
emergency. ‘Then we will eat next year. 

Very truly your friend, 


Evan W. Estep, Superintendent. 


Whatever be the means adopted for 
the evangelization and Christianization 
of the human race, Christian literature 


is a factor to be reckoned with.— Dr. 


Ritson. 


National Slavic Training School, Chicago 


You should read a leaflet entitled 
* Put Salt into America’s Melting Pot,” 
telling of this new training school. The 
following statements are quoted from it: 

America’s destiny is not yet worked out. 
The problems ahead are serious. Fore- 
most is whether we shall be able to im- 
part.our ideals of home life, religious faith 
and government to the people who have 
come among us from foreign lands. Today 
we have many millions from the south of 
Europe. They are a strong people. They 
do not yet share our ideals, but have a 
desire to learn and when properly taught 
become most loyal citizens. 

For example, there are in the United 
States 3,500,000 Poles. Most of them 
speak no English; they live in large groups, 
and have their own social and religious life. 


There are 45 Polish Catholic churches in 
Chicago. They are a keen, strong, hard- 
working people. There are 87 Polish 
newspapers in America. The Poles are 
thrifty and are acquiring property rapidly. 
They are patriotic. At a certain impend- 


ing crisis in our Mexican affairs the leader . 


of a group of Polish, clubs wired to Wash- 
ington an offer of 30,000 men for service on 
forty-eight hours’ notice. 

What chance have Baptists to evangelize 
and -Americanize these people? ‘There is 
just one chance. It would have to be done 
by men of their own nationality, and we 
must help them to train and develop lead- 
ers, for a Polish man who thinks and 


reads does not care to hear an uneducated ° 


ranter any more than you do. Here is 
where Providence comes in for us. Nine 
young Polish men have come to us, saying, 
“We know your Christ and love your 
country; educate us and we will labor 
among our countrymen!” Here is the 
material, and God has also given us men, 
scholars, who can teach these men in 
their own language. 

What we have said about Poles might be 
said of Bohemians and Slavic peoples. 
We have been fortunate not only in having 
teachers but in finding a place for the work. 
Keyes Hall, Chicago, vacated by the 
Congregationalists when they moved their 
theological school out to the University 
of Chicago, suits admirably for the work 
for the present. The school is managed 
by a Board of Directors representing our 
Home Mission Society, Board of Educa- 
tion of the Northern Baptist Convention, 
Bohemian-Slovak Baptist Conference, Po- 
lish Baptist Conference, Baptist Executive 
Council, four State Conventions in the 
Middle West, and four members at large. 
The students come from various cities in 
the East and West. The school is located 
at Chicago, because of its central position 
and the large foreign population to whom 
these young men can minister while they 
are studying. There are to be other 
schools for these and other nationalities. 


_ There is a Hungarian school at Cleveland, 
a Russian school in New York and an 


Italian Seminary at Brooklyn, connected 
with Colgate Seminary. Patriotism and 
religion both call for adequate support of 
this work. 
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Appreciation of Valuable Service 


On April 9th the following vote was 
passed by the Board of Managers: 


Highly appreciating the very important 
work done by Dr. John M. Moore, as 
Secretary of the Department of Missionary 
Education, to whose widespread work he 
has devoted a full decade of his life; and 
also the fine execution of his difficult tasks 
as Executive Secretary of the Five Year 
Program, whose plans for the immediate 
years were so happily conceived by him at 
Los Angeles, and brought into the crystal- 
ized form whose clean-cut edges have made 
a clear path for the denomination; the 
Board of Managers of The American Bap- 
tist Home Mission Society desire to express 
our high appreciation of the manifold 
Christian service which he has rendered, 
and our personal regard for him as a 
Christian gentleman, and the hope that in 
some way we may enjoy still the benefits of 
his counsel and presence in the work of our 
Society. 
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FIELD NOTES 


Supt. G. H. Brewer, of the Home Mis- 
sion Society, on his recent return trip 
to Mexico suffered many discomforts and 
saw many gruesome sights. The train 
was sixty hours going from Monterrey 
to Mexico City, the slow travel being due 
to bad engines, poor tracks, and also of 
course revolutionary activity. On the 
way down they saw four bodies hanging to 
telegraph poles, and when nearing Gonzales 
Junction a volley of shots was fired at the 
train. No one was hurt and all reached 
their destination in safety. 


The Temperance banner is held aloft 
in Porto Rico. Rev. S. Detweiler of 
Rio Piedras, says: “‘ The popular uprising 
in favor of the prohibition clause of the 
Jones Bill is the wonder of politicians and 
of all the leaders on the Island. At 
present it seems impossible that the liquor 
men will be able to secure the necessary 
signatures to bring the matter to a vote; 
the law is worded so as to throw upon them 
the burden of bringing the matter to a 
vote and of annulling prohibition. If 
they are unsuccessful, prohibition will go 
unto effect automatically. We are en- 
couraged to think that Porto Rico will be 
the first Latin-American country to go 
dry. The Department of Education, the 
Protestant churches, the Federation of 


Labor, and practically all lodges have de- 
clared in favor of prohibition and are 
working for it. The Catholic church ap- 
parently remains neutral. School inspec- 
tors and our Porto Rican pastors get up 
meetings together for prohibition and it 
affords a good opportunity for our workers 
to get in closer touch with the people and 
many of their leaders.” 


The Western Washington Baptist Con- 
vention is making heroic efforts to maintain 
the interests of the denomination in the 
fields under its care. Pastors have in some 
instances stayed at their posts with very 
little more remuneration than what the 
Convention could give. Others have done 
day labor for their support and continued 
to preach on the Sabbath. The Conven- 
tion bulletin states that in several homes 
the sacrifices that had to be made were 
almost beyond belief; and declares that 
other denominations have suffered to an 
equal degree. 


Rev. D. L. Schultz, Labor Evangelist of 
the Home Mission Society, has changed 
his address from 1111 Chartiers Avenue to 
5816 Rippey Street, E. E., Pittsburgh, Pa., 
where he may be communicated with by- 
those who desire his services this coming 
fall and winter. He has had a most suc- 
cessful year in his special work of reaching 
and ministering to the working men in the 
mining regions. 


Rosebud County, South Dakota, is a 
frontier field. Rev. H. S. Wold, pastor-at- 
large, is endeavoring to serve an area of 
350 square miles. Of one church, Witten, 
he says: The membership of our church is 
only 21; they live so far apart that when 
the weather is as severe as it has been this 
winter it is simply impossible to get them 
together. It is somewhat over 18 years 
since I began work for the Home Mission 
Society, but I do not remember a single 
time when my plans have been so thor- 
oughly overthrown ‘by the blizzards and 
storms as this year. Still, we are a little 
ahead of our apportionment. 


Rev. Robert Routledge, Principal of our 
Baptist schools at El Cristo, Cuba, has 
witnessed many exciting scenes during the 
troublous days of this last Cuban revolu- 
tion. On one night when there was firing 
between the Rebels and the Liberals 
one bullet hit the roof of his own home, 
another went through the front door and 
a third through the rear door of his house. 
Fortunately none of his family was in- 
jured. 
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No. 5. Chapel Car 


Of the above pictures some represent chapel 
cars and others gospel cruisers in the service 
of the American Baptist Publication Society. 
Can you guess what they are? 


For a correct set of answers and the best 
article not exceeding 150 words in length 
regarding “The Importance of the Chapel 
Car,” a first prize will be given consisting of 
a missionary library of five books. For the 
second best article with a correct set of 
answers Missions will give a well known mis- 
sionary book. For the third and fourth best 
articles with a correct set of answers, Missions 
will give a year’s subscription to the magazine. 
All letters containing answers and articles 
must be mailed not later than June 25 to be 
eligible. Address Misstons’ Puzzle Page, 700 
Ford Building, Boston, Mass. 


and Gospel Cruisers 


Answers to puzzles in May number: 
. Rainy Mountain, Oklahoma 

. Ponce, Porto Rico 

. Marshall, Texas 

. Santiago, Cuba 

. Harpers Ferry, West Virginia 

. New Laredo, Mexico 


NA Mk OHS 


Prize winners in April contest, for best 
articles and correct answers: 


First — Mrs. G. B. Pugsley, .Melrose High- 
lands, Mass. 

Second — J. Earle Edwards, Greenville, Pa. 

Third — R. W. Shaw, Cherryvale, Kansas 

Fourth — Mrs. J. R. Mathes, Bedford, Ind. 
Twenty-eight other contestants who sub- 

mitted correct answers are entitled to honora- 

ble mention. 
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